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Learning Neighbourhood Update 
Our new building is moving along well with the roof 
on and the bricklayers hard at work with the brick 
walls growing daily. We now are getting a much 
better idea of the potential this new space has to 
offer us. One of our parents, Stephen Pam is 
keeping a photographic record of progress and 
some of the photos are on display outside the 
staffroom. 
 
Prep Welcome Picnic 
It was 8 years ago when as Prep teacher I intro-
duced the Prep welcome picnic. The concept 
quickly grew and the evening soon became the 
community end of year picnic we held to celebrate 
the end of the school year. This year it was de-
cided to go back to the prep picnic as  the school 
has grown to a size where we need to make sure 
that we provide the chance for all the new prep 
families and children to meet each other. On a 
balmy evening on Friday, November 6th we held 
the Prep welcome picnic for the 48 incoming prep 
children. It was a very pleasant event and every-
one had lots of fun. 
Our end of year celebration is the Art fair on 
Thursday December 3rd. There are lots of fun Art 
activities planned and we have to keep our fingers 
crossed that the weather will be kind to us. 

Hot Weather 
The hot weather caught some of us by surprise. 
We are a Sunsmart school which means that 
clothing needs to protect our children from the 
sun. This includes a broad brimmed or legion-
naires hat, shirts that protect neck and shoulders 
(not singlets or T shirts) and loose fitting shorts or 
skirts that are suitable for school. We are not able 
to apply sunscreen to children as teachers but 
children are allowed to bring their own to apply 
before playtime.  It is certainly going to be a long 
hot summer and on days over 38 degrees or with 
very hot strong winds children will be kept inside. 
 
Bike Shed 
The planned bike shed has been postponed whilst 
our building project develops. Last weekend, 7 No-
vember, three scooters were taken and again I 
need to remind everyone not to leave bikes or 
scooters overnight or for the weekend. Whilst staff 
endeavour to keep the shed locked during the day, 
it is often left open. Please make sure that you 
lock the shed whenever you use it. There is once 
again an increase in both adults and children rid-
ing bikes on the asphalt area. This is dangerous 
particularly with the numbers of children around 
the play equipment at the end of the school day. 

School Camp 
Our campers are off on Wednesday for the 2 night 
Derby Hill camp in Maldon. Betty Skantzos, Ruth 
Vonarx, Abby Norton and Tom Witherden are the 
staff attending. Parents – Rob Heller and Greg 
McLaren will also be helping out. There is a spe-
cial program for the children not attending camp. 

Cresten Pearce 
Principal 

EMA 2ND INSTALMENT 
 
EMA cheques are avail-

able at the office. 
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Icy Poles 
 

11th December, 2009 during lunchtime. 
 

Super Doopers 50cents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At the end of this week, Friday 20th November, the Library will be closing for children’s borrowing. 
This early closure will give time for the library to be packed up ready to be moved to a new room 
for the beginning of 2010. The present Library Room will be used as a classroom next year. 
Quick return of library books would be greatly appreciated. 
 
So far this year a group of parents have put a lot of time and effort into covering Library Books, 
Home Readers and Literature Sets. I thank them for their efforts as this allows a constant supply 
of new books available to students 
 
There are a number of books ready for covering. There are a variety of books available, from 
small paper backs, large paper backs and hard covers. If you would like a bag of books to cover 
please leave me a note or leave a message at the Office. 
 
Karen Elsbury 
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all welcome 

 
Facilities Committee 
8.00am Principal’s Office—3rd Dec. 
Finance Committee 
8.00am Principal’s Office - 24th Nov. 
OSHC Committee 
8.15am Meeting Room—9th Dec. 
School Council 
7.00pm Staff Room— 25th Nov. 

Dear OSHC parents. 
 
We have changed our AASC activity of Basketball to Tuesdays for the rest of the Term. This is 
being run by an enthusiastic deliverer, Adam, who has been providing an excellent program. 
 
Soccer, on Mondays, has also been going exceptional well, with all children getting involved. 
On the hot days we have been playing in the shade, so the children don’t get too exhausted or 
dehydrated. 
 
Could I kindly ask that parents please make sure you are not entering or exiting through the 
front door for Before and After School Care. I know this may be a hassle when you are short on 
time, but for security reasons we have been asked to request that parents don’t use the front 
door during out of school hours. 
 
Also, as usual at this time of Term, we ask that you look ahead and make sure you are ap-
proaching the end of Term with a balanced account. 
 
Thank you kindly. 
 
Michael Scarlett. 
OSHC Coordinator. 
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Darebin Libraries Family Fun Day 
Saturday 21 November  
10.30am to 3.30pm 
Northcote Library, 32 – 38 Separation St, Northcote 
 
Come along for a day of fun, free entertainment. Festivities include face painting, storytelling, a 
Magic Circus Show by Carp Productions, Bollywood dance, special guest appearances by Maisy 
the mouse, games, competitions and more! For program details and green travel options, go to 
What’s On at www.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au 
 
Cheers! 
 
EMMA BRUTY 
LIBRARIAN - CHILDREN©S AND TEENAGE 
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Missing Scooter 
 

Could Luke Bell-Layton’s scooter please be returned to the shed it was taken Thursday after-
noon 12th November, 2009. 
 
It is red and it does have his name underneath. 
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Monday’s playgroup start at about ~9.15am  and go to ~ 
10.45am. Activities include craft, free play with a variety of 
toys & puzzles, playing on the ever-popular gym mats and 
wedges, doing songs, dancing and reading stories. 
We have a core of regular parents and children but we are 
keen to build our numbers so feel free to come and try us 
out. Parents with pre-school children, whether you have a child at Bell PS or not, 
are most welcome to join us. For the adults, we offer real coffee and good 
conversation in a friendly atmosphere at the same time as the children have a good 
play.  

Play Group 
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MON TUE WED THU FRI 

16 Assembly 3.00pm 
Grades Prep—2 
Uniform Shop 8.45—
9.15am Canteen 
Playgroup 9.15-10.45 am 
MPR. 
PMI—Keyboard 

17 Footsteps 18 Derby Camp 
Oakover Climate Ac-
tion 7.30pm—
8.30pm  

19 Derby Camp 
Prep Orientation 9.15—
10.45am 
Uniform Shop 3.15—3.45 
pm—Canteen 

20 Derby Camp 
Free Fruit Friday 

23 Assembly 3.00pm 
Grades 3-6 
Uniform Shop 8.45—
9.15am Canteen 
Playgroup 9.15-10.45 am 
MPR 
PMI—Keyboard 

24 Finance Meeting 
8.00am Prins Office 
Footsteps 

25 School Council 
Meeting 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

26 Prep Orientation 
9.15—10.45am 
Uniform Shop 3.15—
3.45 pm—Canteen 

27 Free Fruit Friday 

30 Assembly 3.00pm 
Grades Prep—2 
Uniform Shop 8.45—
9.15am Canteen 
Playgroup 9.15-10.45 am 
MPR. 
PMI—Keyboard 

1st December 
Footsteps 

2  3 Facilities Meeting 
8.00am Prins Office 
Uniform Shop 3.15—
3.45 pm—Canteen 
Art Fair 4.00—7.00pm 

4 Free Fruit Friday 

7 Assembly 3.00pm 
Grades 3-6 
Uniform Shop 8.45—
9.15am Canteen 
Playgroup 9.15-10.45 am 
MPR 
PMI—Keyboard 

8 Footsteps 9 OSHC Mtg 
8.15am Meeting 
Room 

10 Uniform Shop 
3.15—3.45 pm—
Canteen 

11 Free Fruit Friday 
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