
 

Bell PS Newsletter 11 February 2022 

www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 

Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Emma Heywood 

 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From our Principal:  
 
COVID-19 Updates 
Two weeks into the term and, whilst the Omicron wave has had an impact across the school system, at this point 
in time we have only had a handful of cases and a few household contacts also isolating. Whilst there is clearly an 
element of good luck if cases remain low at Bell PS, the continued diligence of staff, parents/carers and students to 
adhere to the modifications to our school procedures can have a positive impact on our COVID situation. As outlined 
in a number of Compass Newsfeeds, all the latest COVID Safe Practices and Exposure Response Actions can be 
found on our website in the Communications tab and front page respectively. 
 

In the event cases do escalate, I will make balanced judgments regarding how teaching and learning programs will 
be delivered within the Department’s parameters to ensure educational continuity remains in some form. It is my 
responsibility as Principal to make the school-based decisions required to deliver educational objectives, in 
accordance with the Victorian Government Schools Agreement and the latest Operations Guidelines. 
 

Please note that any decision to move to remote and flexible learning can only be used as a last resort and must be 
approved by the Regional Director or their delegate. I can assure the community I will work through all feasible 
options and arrangements before such an extreme decision would be made. 
 

Thank you to the families who have continued with their home testing regime and I hope we can all see the testing 
through for the next two weeks as we push through the latest wave. The second box of Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) 
for each child is available at stalls on the netball court this afternoon from 3.15pm, and Monday 14 February before 
school (8:45-9:15am) or afterschool (3:15-3:45pm). Surnames beginning with A-K located at the shelter shed. 
Surnames beginning with L-Z located outside the library. 
 

Please note that RATs are required to be collected by a parent/carer. Uncollected tests will be sent home with 
students on Tuesday 15 February. If other arrangements need to be made for collection, please contact the office. 
 

The other major strategy we have at our disposal is vaccination. Whilst for some, this topic can be controversial and 
we must respect diverse opinions; everyone needs to make an informed decision. Please scroll down to page 3 
where there is some detailed information about vaccinations for 5-11 year olds from the Department. 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities 
Within the current guidelines, many of our additional activities outside the usual classroom programs can once 
more be organised. The following special events and activities are already happening or are in the planning stage 
to be implemented soon. Some may have to be modified to ensure the safety of everyone involved:  
 

• The external providers for Instrumental Music, French Club, Kelly Sports and Funkey Music are up and running 
with all the details on the Community page of our website. 

• Interschool sport for Grade 6s is back on the agenda and Summer sports squads are being organised in the 
coming weeks. 

• The District Swimming Carnival is scheduled for next Thursday and we wish all 29 squad members the very best 
when they represent Bell Primary at the event. 

• A range of lunchtime clubs will kick off in the coming weeks with lots of promotion across the school so everyone 
knows what’s on offer each day. 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
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• Rehearsals have started for this year’s State Schools Spectacular Dance troupe. Grade 4-6 students will be 
selected after auditions are completed. 

• The annual Carnivale is scheduled for late Term 1, with Signora Elyssa and Miss Corinne collaborating on that 
event to make it an Italian extravaganza. 

 

All these one off events and regularly activities are dependent on DET guidelines and I hope we can deliver on these 
and many more commitments if things keep improving over time. Measured optimism is my current mindset. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
 
 

 

From our Assistant Principal:  
 

Year 1-6 Parent/Carer Information Evenings 
Year 1-6 Parent/Carer Information Evenings will take place next week. These sessions will again take place 
online this year, with teams sending out a link to parents/carers the day prior. Understanding the teaching 
approaches and learning opportunities for your child’s year level are an important part of our start of year 
information for families and we encourage all parents/carers to attend these sessions. 
 

Monday February 14: 

• 5:30-6:30pm Year 6 

• 6:35-7:35pm Year 4 
 
Tuesday February 15: 

• 5:30-6:30pm Year 1 

• 6:35-7:35pm Year 5 
 
Thursday February 17: 

• 5:30-6:30pm Year 2 

• 6:35-7:35pm Year 3 
 
Getting to Know You Meetings 
Bookings are now open for Prep Getting to Know You Meetings which will be held next Wednesday 
February 16 between 3:00pm-7:30pm.  
 
Getting to Know You Meetings for Years 1-6 will occur in Week 6 (March 7-11). Exact days and available 
timeslots, as well as booking information, will be communicated with parents/carers next week.  
 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal 
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From the Department of Education & Training (DET): 
 
It’s been really fantastic to see such excitement around the return to school and we want to keep it that way. A 
crucial part of that is getting as many students vaccinated as possible.  Alongside ventilation and other vital 
COVIDSafe steps such as regular rapid antigen testing, supporting as many students as possible to be vaccinated 
will help make our school as safe as possible.  
 
Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we encourage parents and 
carers to get your child vaccinated, if you haven’t already done so.  

The Pfizer vaccine is safe and recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect your child from getting sick 

from COVID-19, help to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and help ensure kids can have more time at school and 

playing with their friends. 

Vaccinations for children aged 5-11 years old are delivered at 2 appointments, 8 weeks apart. Children with specific 

medical vulnerabilities can access their second dose 3 weeks after their first dose. 

If you’d like more information about this, you can read a recent statement from the Australian Technical Advisory 

Group on Immunisation (ATAGI): https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-

meeting-19-january-2022   

To book an appointment 

You can book at your local GP or pharmacy: https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking 
You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398. 
You can also make vaccination centre bookings for your children online, though you will need to use an email 
address that has not been used in the system before: https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/ 

Helping children to get their vaccination 

Vaccination centres understand that children may feel anxious about vaccination or have other support needs. A 
range of options are available to help children get vaccinated. Please discuss your child’s needs with the vaccination 
centre when you book an appointment.  
Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Controlled Community Health Organisations.  

👉 Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-
children-and-teenagers 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Privacy Reminder for 2022:  
 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.   
 

Further information can be found on the DET Privacy Collection Notice which is provided to families on enrolment. 
 

These documents can both be found on our website. 
 
 
 
  

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-recommendations-on-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-use-in-children-aged-5-to-11-years
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking
https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/source/Schools-Privacy-Policy-English.pdf
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/det_privacy_collection_notice_at_nov21.pdf
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Diary Dates:  

2022 Calendar – Term 1: 
 

FEBRUARY 
• Mon 14: Year 6 Parent/Carer Info Evening, 5.30pm 

• Mon 14: Year 4 Parent/Carer Info Evening, 6.35pm 

• Tue 15: Year 1 Parent/Carer Info Evening, 5.30pm 

• Tue 15: Year 5 Parent/Carer Info Evening, 6.35pm 

• Wed 16: Prep Getting To Know You Meetings  

• Thu 17: District Swimming Carnival, Fitzroy Pool 

• Thu 17: Year 2 Parent/Carer Info Evening, 5.30pm 

• Thu 17: Year 3 Parent/Carer Info Evening, 6.35pm 

• Sat 19: Scholastic Book Club Orders Close 
 
 

MARCH 
• Tue 1: Divisional Swimming Carnival 

• Fri 4: Summer Sport v Fairfield (H) 

• Fri 11: Curriculum Day #2 – Pupil Free Day 

• Mon 14: Labour Day Public Holiday 

• Fri 18: Summer Sport v Thornbury (A) 

• Tue 22: Regional Swimming, WaterMarc 

• Wed 23: Young Leaders Conference 

• Thu 24: GRIP Leadership Conference 

• Fri 25: Summer Sport v Wales Street (H) 
 

APRIL 
• Fri 1: Summer Sport v Northcote (A) 

• Mon 4: Regional Tennis 

• Fri 8: Final Day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

2022 School Terms: 

Term 1:    Monday 31 January to Friday 8 April 
Term 2:    Tuesday 26 April to Friday 24 June 
Term 3:    Monday 11 July to Friday 16 September 
Term 4:    Monday 3 October to Friday 20 December 
 

 

 
 
 
 

From the Office:  
 
New School Uniforms - PSW: 
 

To purchase new Bell PS School Uniforms, please see the PSW website here or phone 9768 0381 

with any enquiries. 
 

Second Hand School Uniforms – Shop Re-opened: 
 

The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open each Monday morning in Term 1.  Call past and see 
Nicole around drop off time (9.00am-ish) with your gold coins ready.  Please wear a mask, social 
distance while waiting your turn, and check in on the QR code on the door.  There is no credit card 
facility available.  You can also drop off Bell-branded donations too! 
 
 

Arriving Late or Leaving Early – STOP WHAT YOU’RE DOING! 
 

Please DO NOT enter late arrivals or early departures on your Compass Parent Portal.  They must 
be entered on the FRONT DESK KIOSK ONLY.   Please help the admin staff out with this request. 
 
 

Missed Calls 
 

A reminder to all parents and carers to please wait a minute or two before reacting to a ‘Missed 
Call’ from this number on your mobile.  Staff will leave a message for you, often just a courtesy 
call which requires no call back at all.  
 

Calls can be made from every room/office at Bell, so it is difficult to guess the location of the 
‘Missed Call’ maker! 

 
 
 
 

https://www.psw.com.au/parents
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New / Updated Medical Plans 
 

Anytime your child has a new or updated medical plan, please ensure IT IS ALWAYS DELIVERED 
TO THE OFFICE.   There are processes in place which involve admin staff updating your child’s 
medical information across the school.   
 

It is in your child’s best interest that everybody involved can easily access the most up to date 
medical information at all times. 
 

CSEF Application Form: 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and 

sporting activities.  If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, 
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. 
There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
 

The payment amount this year is $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school 
to use towards expenses relating to Camps, Excursions and Sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.   
 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please download the CSEF Application Form or contact the school office.  
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of 
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.  Please return completed forms to the 
school office by Friday 24 June at the latest. 
 

Online Lunch Order – Friday Reminder: 
 
A reminder to always pack some extra snacks for your child/ren if you have ordered a Classroom 
Cuisine lunch order.  More often than not, the delivery arrives in time for the 11.30am eating time, 
but as Fridays are the busiest day for lunch orders Melbourne-wide, delivery can sometimes be much 
later. This is where the snacks come in handy for the first break!  The next eating time is not until 
2.00pm.  
 
 

Books to Cover: 
 

We are again seeking the help of parents/carers to cover books. Whether you can cover 1, 
5 or 10, any assistance is appreciated.  Please call past the office and see our admin staff if 
you are able to assist.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

Lost Property – Uniforms: 
 

We are also seeking the assistance of parents/carers who would be able to help 
sort/organise our lost and found uniforms.  This seems like a daunting task at the 
moment as we have a huge amount of clothing to tackle, but we have a system in place 
which helps.  Once this bulk amount is sorted, it’s just a matter of a weekly or 
fortnightly visit to keep it under control.  The more volunteers we have, the less 
amount of work it will be!  Please call past the office if you are able to assist.  Thank 
you.  
  

https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/csef_application_form.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
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Around the Grounds:  
 
Please take note and advise your children that the organisations below have priority use of the designated areas 
in our School Grounds on the following dates and times, as a formal arrangement has been made with School 
Council.  This table will be updated as other bookings are approved. 
 

Just a reminder that UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES are footy or soccer boots to be worn on our Ovals. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

2022 
Darebin 
Falcons 
Women’s 
Soccer 
Training 

South Oval 
5.00-8.00pm 
14 Feb-8 Apr 
APPROVED 

South Oval 
5.00-8.00pm 
14 Feb-8 Apr 
APPROVED 

South Oval 
5.00-8.00pm 
14 Feb-8 Apr 
APPROVED 

South Oval 
5.00-8.00pm 
14 Feb-8 Apr 
APPROVED 

   

 
 

       

 
 

 

Scholastic Book Club News: 
 
TERM 1 ORDER DEADLINE:  SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 
 

Welcome to all the new Bell families! Bell students love to read and we participate in the Scholastic Book Club once 
per term. The eldest child in your family would have received a catalogue from their teacher.  If you’d like to order, 
you'll need to register for LOOP which is Scholastic's online ordering system.  
 

A few things to remember:  
 

• The catalogues are sent home once per term. 

• The only way to order is online. No cash or cheques accepted. 

• There is no pressure to order anything. Don't feel any obligation. 

• Books are delivered directly to your child's class. 

• The Book Club is a fundraiser.  20% of all sales are returned to Bell Primary School as 
vouchers so they can order educational materials and/or books for the school. 

• Catalogues come home with the ELDEST child (to prevent excess paper wastage - war on waste!). If you've 
missed out on a catalogue, head to the office to pick up a spare copy. 

 

Any questions, please email louisegray8@gmail.com 
  

mailto:louisegray8@gmail.com
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From the Wellbeing Office:  Child Safe 
 

Bell Primary School is committed to the safety and 
wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the 
primary focus of our care and decision-making. 
 

Bell Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 
 

We are committed to providing a child safe environment 
where children and young people are safe and feel safe, 
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their 
lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 
children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a 
disability and children who are vulnerable. 
 

Every person involved in Bell Primary School has a 
responsibility to understand the important and specific 
role they play individually and collectively to ensure that 
the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people 
is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they 
make. 
 

On arrival at Bell Primary School, all volunteers, visitors 
and contractors must make contact with the office, sign in 
at the front desk and wear a visitor’s badge while on site. 
 
Please CLICK HERE to see specific policies on our website. 
 

Parentline: 
 

Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of children from 
birth to 18 years old. They offer confidential and anonymous 
counselling and support on parenting issues. 
 

What they do: 
The qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and relationships  
• help with ways to cope and be a positive parent 
• help with families’ wellbeing and resilience 
• connect parents with services in their area. 

 

Your call: 
• Calls are confidential and anonymous. 
• Calls are not time limited and parents can call back as often 

as needed. 
• Qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds.  

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline include: 
• child behaviour and development 
• parent / carer child relationships 
• education 
• bullying 
• living with teenagers 
• family violence 
• family breakdown 
• parental stress 

  

https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/page/195/Policies
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For the Bell Community: 
 
ERROR:  Please note that the Darebin Falcons Community Day advertisement in last week’s Bell Newsletter 
contained a date in March which was incorrect.  The date of Sunday 13 February – see below – is the correct date. 
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Come and try orienteering - the adventure sport that the whole family can do together! 
Local orienteering club, Melbourne Forest Racers, are hosting a series of FREE introductory orienteering sessions 
at Princes Park in Carlton North. Bell PS Primary School has a number of students who are involved in the 
orienteering community and we would love to welcome all students and parents from the school to come along to 
these sessions to see just how fun this family sport is. 
 
New to orienteering? 
It's a trail run (and often an off-trail run!) with a difference - an orienteering race doesn't follow a set route. Instead, 
you have to visit a series of checkpoints and register each one with an electronic timing chip (we’ll lend one to you 
on the day). The checkpoints are marked by flags on the ground and may be along paths, fences, buildings or garden 
beds. The challenge is to race between each one, choosing your own route between the checkpoints, using a special 
detailed colour orienteering map (which you get to keep too). 
 
The three Princes Park intro sessions will run on Saturday 29 Jan, 5 Feb and 12 Feb. Come and start anytime from 
9:00am – 10:30am, meeting at the northeast side of Ikon Park Stadium, near the roundabout at the junction of 
Bowen Crescent and Garton Street. These sessions will be run in a COVID-safe manner and more details are 
available here: https://mfrorienteering.com.au/princes_park/ or contact mfracers@gmail.com 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fmaps%2FV9WWvtVgXqWERcFY8&data=04%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4db3bea9065e41304d9508d9e3d37cf9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637791320774478498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=T48bbibuko3xBb6DDTWI3PlDukY56uviCvAc%2Fb5sbqc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmfrorienteering.com.au%2Fprinces_park%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4db3bea9065e41304d9508d9e3d37cf9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637791320774478498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=UOO3c2BAMJ%2BdvhU4otApvWR0f71chywv6oYP%2Ftx5vr8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mfracers@gmail.com
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Bell French Club 

Foreign language learning strengthens critical and creative thinking, informs 
one’s mother tongue, and opens up a world of possibilities.  
 

We have been operating at Bell PS for 10 years, almost always at capacity. We 
help foster curiosity and a sense of achievement. Our early cohorts are 
now in Year 11 and 12 and embracing French at VCE level.  
 

Small group learning with a highly experienced 
teacher.   Children of all ages and experience welcome. 
 

• Thursdays:  3.45-4.45pm  

• Room 11 
 

Jim Callahan 
jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au 
0432 719 034 
 

 
 
 

 

Australian Girls’ Choir Open Day 
Look no further than the Australian Girls’ Choir (AGC) because we encourage, challenge and inspire girls 
as they learn to sing, dance and perform. School aged girls are invited to come along to our Open Day on 
Saturday February 19 or 26 to try our fun and inclusive classes and learn more about being part of the 
AGC! Please visit our website to register to attend our free Open Day: 
https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/febopenday/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fausgirlschoir.com.au%2Ffebopenday%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C982586ef0219404bef2708d9eaa1adf1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637798803070454498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=9nFI0z6l8tKsYybC97gkViFxbAmFeVmdod5Q1NeSEbQ%3D&reserved=0
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