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Principal: David Twite
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Assistant Principal: Emma Heywood

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people. At school and beyond, students are confident to
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world. We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity,
collaboration and respect.
Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero
tolerance for child abuse.
Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

From our Principal:
Capital Works Update
We are edging closer to a construction start date as the tender process is now underway with the VSBA
and our architects Atelier-Wagner overseeing this final planning step. The Project Control Group (PCG)
made up of representatives from the VSBA, regional office, School Council and Leadership will be
presented with the shortlist of suitable contractors in the coming weeks where a collective decision will
be made under DET/VSBA guidelines. This means we should see the construction phase begin very early
in Term 2 which will be an exciting milestone moment for the school.
Once we have the exact date and more details
about the impact of the construction zone on
the school grounds, I will communicate this to
the community. Around that time, we plan to
invite the local member of parliament Kat
Theophanous to the school as a formal way of
acknowledging her significant input into us
gaining the $7.2M capital works money.

Gym/hall construction site between the main building
and the south oval

As soon as we are allowed to publish plans,
we will do so via the newsletter and will
create a new page on our website to promote,
and also track, this ‘game changing’
infrastructure development for Bell Primary
School.

Rapid Antigen Tests-New Supplies
As of this morning we are yet to receive a new supply of RA Tests and I will continue in my attempts to
gain information on the expected day of arrival. From previous communications, DET were intending to
continue the home testing regime until the end of term, however I acknowledge it might be a challenge
for some families without them being supplied via school. I will send out a Compass Newsfeed as soon as
we have the next round of RA Tests.
David Twite
Principal

Diary Dates:
2022 Calendar – Term 1:
MARCH
• Fri 18: National Day of Action against Bullying + Violence
• Fri 18:
Summer Sport v Thornbury (A)
• Mon 21:
Harmony Day
• Tue 22:
Regional Swimming, WaterMarc
• Tue 22:
VSSS Rehearsal Hub, East Ivanhoe PS
• Wed 23:
Young Leaders Conference
• Thu 24:
GRIP Leadership Conference
• Thu 24:
School Council Meeting
• Fri 25:
Summer Sport v Wales Street (H)
•

JUNE
• Wed 8:
Green Group Winter Sport, CT Barling Res.
• Fri 10:
Yellow Group Winter Sport, CT Barling Res.
• Mon 13:
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
• Wed 15:
Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park
• Wed 22-Fri 24:
Grade 4 Camp Maldon
• Fri 24:
CSEF Applications close
• Fri 24:
Final Day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal

JULY
• Mon 11:
•

First Day Term 3

AUGUST
• Tue 23:

APRIL
• Fri 1:
Summer Sport v Northcote (A)
• Fri 1:
Last day to drop off Eggtacular Raffle donations
• Mon 4:
Regional Tennis
• Wed 6:
Last day to drop off Eggtacular Raffle Tickets
• Fri 8:
Cup Cake Stall, 2.30pm
• Fri 8:
Eggtacular Raffle drawn at Assembly
• Fri 8:
Final Day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal
• Tue 26:
First Day Term 2

MAY
• Fri 6:
• Tue 24:
• Tue 24-Fri 27:

Athletics

SEPTEMBER
• Fri 2:
• Mon 12-Wed 14:
• Fri 16:
• Fri 16:

Father’s + Special Person’s Day Stall
Grade 5 Camp Waratah Bay
Cheer Toasty Truck Lunch
Final Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal

OCTOBER
• Mon 3:

First Day Term 4

NOVEMBER
Mother’s + Special Person’s Day Stall
District Cross Country, Bundoora Park
Grade 6 Camp Rubicon

• Tue 1:

Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

DECEMBER
• Tue 20:

Final Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal

Outstanding Payments (Qkr!) + Permissions (Compass):
Event/Item – Overdue:
Summer Sports (Gr 6s)
GRIP Leadership Conference (selected Gr 6s)

Event date
Fridays T1+T4
Thu 24 Mar

Event/Item – Current:

Event date

VSSS Rehearsal Hub (selected students)
Carnevale Play (whole school)
Carnevale Treat (whole school)

Tue 22 Mar
Thu 31 Mar
Thu 31 Mar

Item – Compass Online Forms:

Event date

Local Walking Permission
Prep-2 Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement
Gr 3-6 Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement
Parent Consent for Publication of Student Work/Images

Valid 2022
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Compass
Permission
Required
✓
✓
Compass
Permission
Required
✓
✓
x
Compass
Permission
Required
✓
✓
✓
✓

Qkr!
Payment
Required
✓
✓
Qkr!
Payment
Required
✓
✓
✓
Qkr!
Payment
Required
x
x
x
x
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Cost

Due by

$25
Sat 5 Mar
$25 Wed 16 Mar
Cost

Due by

$25 Mon 21 Mar
$7 Thu 24 Mar
$3 Thu 24 Mar
Cost

Due by

x
x
x
x

Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
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MASKS
PLEASE remember to send your child/ren to school each day with a mask. It is
compulsory for students in Grades 3-6, and highly recommended for students in
Grades Prep-2. Maybe a mask could be placed near a lunchbox or water bottle each
morning so it is not forgotten.
We have a moderate supply of disposable masks but our supply is always limited,
especially the smaller child-size masks.

Around the Grounds:
Please take note and advise your children that the organisations below have priority use of the designated areas in our
School Grounds on the following dates and times, as a formal arrangement has been made with School Council. This
table will be updated as other bookings are approved.
Just a reminder that UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES are footy or soccer boots to be worn on our ovals.

2022

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Darebin
Falcons
Women’s
Soccer
Training

South Oval
5.00-8.00pm
14 Feb-8 Apr
APPROVED

South Oval
5.00-8.00pm
14 Feb-8 Apr
APPROVED

South Oval
5.00-8.00pm
14 Feb-8 Apr
APPROVED

South Oval
5.00-8.00pm
14 Feb-8 Apr
APPROVED

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

From the Department of Education & Training (DET):
It’s been really fantastic to see such excitement around the return to school and we want to keep it that way. A crucial
part of that is getting as many students vaccinated as possible. Alongside ventilation and other vital COVIDSafe steps
such as regular rapid antigen testing, supporting as many students as possible to be vaccinated will help make our school
as safe as possible.
Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we encourage parents and carers
to get your child vaccinated, if you haven’t already done so.
The Pfizer vaccine is safe and recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect your child from getting sick from
COVID-19, help to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and help ensure kids can have more time at school and playing with
their friends. Vaccinations for children aged 5-11 years old are delivered at 2 appointments, 8 weeks apart. Children with
specific medical vulnerabilities can access their second dose 3 weeks after their first dose.
If you’d like more information about this, you can read a recent statement from the Australian Technical Advisory Group
on Immunisation (ATAGI): https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19january-2022
To book an appointment
You can book at your local GP or pharmacy: https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking
You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398.
You can also make vaccination centre bookings for your children online, though you will need to use an email address
that has not been used in the system before: https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/
Helping children to get their vaccination
Vaccination centres understand that children may feel anxious about vaccination or have other support needs. A range
of options are available to help children get vaccinated. Please discuss your child’s needs with the vaccination centre
when you book an appointment. Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Controlled Community Health
Organisations.
👉 Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-childrenand-teenagers
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From the Phys Ed + Sport Department:
This week saw two of our very talented Grade 5 students represent
Bell Primary at the Northern Metropolitan Regional Golf
competition.
After learning and honing their game at the local Northcote Golf
Club, Ivy I and Kate F competed in the Primary School Golf at
Mandalay Golf Club. Both girls acquitted themselves well with a
runner up and 4th place in the girl's division. Both Ivy and Kate have
now been invited to the final to be held at Kew Golf Club in
November.
We want to congratulate them on a fantastic result and wish them
all the best in the lead up to the next competition. A particular thank
you to Kate’s father Scott for supporting the girls on the day and
providing a write-up and photos.
Josh Grogan
Physical Education Teacher
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From the FUNdraising Team:

Tickets purchased via Qkr! or cash returned in envelope provided.
Lucky tickets will be drawn at the Assembly on Friday 8 April.
Please return your ticket stubs to the front office in the envelope provided
by Wednesday 6 April.
Families are kindly asked to donate chocolate
Easter eggs and other Easter treats
to create EGGceptional hampers
(nut-free chocolate only please)
Please drop your donations in the blue bucket
in the front office foyer by Monday 1 April.
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WE
NEED
YOU!!!!
!

2022 FUNDRAISING PLANNER
TERM 1
TERM 2

Easter Raffle
Mother's & Special
Person's Day Stall

TERM 3

Trivia Night

TERM 4

State Election (TBC)

Cupcake Stall

Bell Beanies

Federal Election (TBC)
Father's & Special Person's
Day Stall
Mango Drive

Cheer Toasty
Truck
Icy-Pole Day

WE NEED YOU! FUNdraising events can only happen with a great team of volunteers.
Thank you to those Captains who have already volunteered.
We have planned out the year and need the following Event Captains to ensure the events go ahead and our
children have lots of FUN!
Please consider taking on a Captain’s role at one of the below events. You only have to sign up for 1 event.
All Captains will be fully supported by Fundraising and School Leadership and it is a great way to get to know
other parents/carers and be a part of our wonderful Bell community.
If you have the time and capacity to captain any of these events or would like to discuss further what is involved
in being a captain, please reach out to Bridget on 0409 253 942 or at bellprimaryfundraising@gmail.com
Fundraising is always looking for new ideas and people to captain these ideas. If you have an idea you would like
to see happen at Bell Primary, please reach out at bellprimaryfundraising@gmail.com
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FUNDRAISING
EVENT
Easter Raffle
(March/April)

CAPTAINS
ALLOCATED
CAPTAIN - Kirsty Shearer

Cupcake Stall
(Friday 8th April)

SEEKING x2 CAPTAINS

EVENT DETAILS & VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT REQUIRED

Cupcake Stall is held following the Term 1 final day assembly
(2.30pm) around the basketball court. Families bake and
donate all the cupcakes to be sold, so if organisation rather
than baking is your thing….this role is for you! You will need to
be physically available at school on the Friday, with a minor
remote/online commitment prior to the Friday.
Captain’s role includes:
- advertise the event prior to the day
- call out for parent/carer volunteers to help at the stall
- collect cupcakes from 8.30am on the day of the stall
and organise into groups to be sold
- set up the stall (using trestle tables in 3 locations)
- sell the cupcakes at the stall (supported by volunteers)
- pack up of stall (including counting funds raised)

Bell Beanies
(Term 1 & Term 2)

CAPTAIN - Liz Waygood

Mother/Special
Person’s Day Stall
(Friday 6th May)

CAPTAINS Kate/Belinda/Fran/Penny

Federal Election Day NEED x2 ‘EVENT
Stall
CAPTAINS’
(May – TBC)
Plus Captain for:
- Cake Stall

This is a significant fundraiser for the school and allows us to
access the broader community in helping us raise funds.
The ‘Event Captain/s’ will oversee the day, liaising with AEC
Staff and support the stall Captains to ensure the day goes
smoothly.
We have lots of donated items from the fete that will make up
individual stalls, including plants/clothes/toys/books. These
stalls have Captains confirmed already…so you have a great
team ready and waiting to work with.
•

Sausage Sizzle Captain: - Ian Hillman

•
-

Cake Stall Captain:
organise donated cakes/treats from Bell families
coordinate the purchase of cake packaging
seek volunteers from within Bell community to work on
stall
collect donated cakes/treats
set up, working on and packing up the stall

Trivia Night
(Friday 22nd July)

CAPTAINS - Dave Hall &
Vanessa Buck
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Father’s & Special
Person’s Day Stall
(Friday 2nd Sept)

NEED x2 CAPTAINS

This stall is a child and family favourite – and you get to see all
the smiling faces as kids excitedly purchase gifts for their
Fathers/Special People. You will need to be available on both
Friday 2nd and Thursday 1st September to set up and work at the
stall. Some availability in the week of the stall to collate
donations is also required. Otherwise, all other Captain’s roles
can be undertaken remotely/online.
Captain’s role includes:
- advertise stall and put callout for donations from Bell
community
- seek volunteers to set up and work at stall
- collect donations from front office and store at school
in the week prior to stall
- Thursday (night before stall) – price donations and set
up stall at school
- Friday (day of stall) work and support volunteers at the
stall
- pack up stall

Cheer Toasty Truck
(Friday 16th Sept)

NEED x1 CAPTAIN

Cheer Toastie Truck will visit the school to sell cheese toasties.
This day will be combined with a Footy Dress Up Fun Day at
Bell. This is a new fundraiser but the scheduling/booking has all
been organised and will be a smooth event to captain.
The Toasty Truck brings all produce/equipment with them.
Captain’s role will be:
- Co-ordinate with the office payment of toasties from
students (via Qkr! prior to the day)
- Liaise with staff re eating times
- Seek volunteers to work alongside the Tasty Truck Staff
in making toasties
- Assist with packing up the Toasty Truck

State Election Day
Stall (TBC)

NEED x2 ‘EVENT
CAPTAINS’
Plus Captains for:
- Sausage Sizzle
- Cake Stall

This is a significant fundraiser for the school and allows us to
access the broader community in helping us raise funds.
The ‘Event Captains’ will oversee the day, liaising with AEC Staff
and supporting the stall captains to ensure the day goes
smoothly.
•
•
-

Sausage Sizzle Captain:
responsible for coordinating the ordering and
purchasing of food to cook
organising required BBQ equipment (school has it all)
advertise stall & seeking volunteers to work on the stall
from within Bell community
setting up and working the stall alongside volunteers
cleaning and pack up of stall at end of day
Cake Stall Captain:
organise donated cakes/treats from Bell families
coordinate the purchase of cake packaging
seek volunteers from within bell community to work on
stall
collect donated cakes/treats
set up, working on and packing up the stall
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Icy Pole Day
(December)

NEED x1 CAPTAIN

This is a crowd favourite and an easy one to put your hand up
to captain. Captaining won’t take much time at all. This will take
up 1 day of your time and if you captain it – you can negotiate
with school the day/date in December, to make it fit in with
your life.
Captain’s responsibilities:
- purchase icy poles and freeze onsite at school
- promote stall to school community
- seek volunteers to assist with sale of icy poles
- sell icy poles at lunchtime to students
- calculate funds raised

Mango Drive
(Nov/Dec)

NEED x1 CAPTAIN

A definite family favourite delicious fundraiser!
You will receive a very thorough handover from the fabulous
previous Mango Captain.
Captain’s role:
- liaise with mango company re ordering/deliver dates
- promote sales to Bell and broader community
- sell mangoes through Qkr!
- organise delivery of mangoes to school
- seek volunteers to assist with distribution
- distribute mangoes to school community from school
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From the Italian + Art Departments:
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The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA) is on Friday 18 March 2022. Bell Primary is a NDA
School and will stand united against bullying and violence with school communities across the nation. The NDA
gives schools the chance to take action and empower young people to be part of the solution when addressing
bullying in their school community.
It provides an opportunity to focus on bullying prevention and the big changes we can make to create safer
communities for everyone. As a school we will be implementing student-led activities in bullying prevention and to
promote student wellbeing.

On Monday 21 March we are celebrating
Harmony Day at Bell PS. Harmony Day
celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s
about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of
belonging for everyone. Students will be
having conversations in their classrooms about
celebrating our differences and how these
topics fit in with our school values. Please
show your support by wearing something
orange at school to acknowledge everyone
belonging (for example a hair ribbon, t-shirt, or
socks etc!)
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