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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people. At school and beyond, students are confident to
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world. We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity,
collaboration and respect.
Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero
tolerance for child abuse.
Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

From our Principal:
School Ground Access during Gym/Hall Construction
The construction site will finally be set up at the start of the holidays - this Monday - which will be a welcome sight
as we move into the building phase of the capital works project. Being a much larger project than the one in 2019,
fencing needs to be established from close to the main building to the edge of the south oval and down the avenue
of honour to the Oakover Road gate. Unfortunately, this will restrict access from the south end of the school and
the map below shows that families will need to head around the corner to the Scotia Street gates to enter the
school. With regular traffic coming in and out of the constructions zone and the site sheds for all contractors being
near the bike sheds, it is important to keep our community safe and completely separate from the construction
activities. It also provides Interface Constructions a free run at the project every moment of the day.

Kat Theophanous will be visiting our school early next term to celebrate the start of the gym/hall build. We welcome
her visit as she was a great supporter, working with our Building Bell group to advocate for the money for phase
two of our school master plan. This special assembly is scheduled for Week 2 on Monday 18 July at 9.00am.
Semester Two Swimming Program
The swimming program takes on a different shape this year with a new venue and an extended program that now
includes Preps - Grade 5s. The change of venue is due to the Northcote Aquatic Centre closing for major renovations
meaning we needed to find a new venue. Elite Swimming is a private swimming school, which we believe will offer
a customised program in a boutique venue with only our school attending at the time of the lessons.
The expanded program this year will provide the usual six lessons in blocks of two per week for three weeks, all
happening in the early part of Term 3. However, Preps will have the more traditional one lesson per week for the
first half of the term allowing them more time between lessons. Grade 6s already have a very busy program with

lots of interschool sports and secondary school transition events throughout the year which already affects the
delivery of the core curriculum. The Grade 6s will be involved in the Grade 4-6 Bell Swimming Carnival in Term 4,
providing them with a fun swimming event near the end of their time at our school.
Miller Street Crossing
I was recently notified of the news about the impending installation of traffic lights on Miller Street near Devon
Street. This is a great announcement for those who live south of the school. Lots of persistent campaigning from
Bell families over the years has delivered this important piece of safety infrastructure for the local community. I will
provide more information once I know more details of the timeline.
When the traffic lights are up and running, it will provide increased opportunities for families to walk, ride and scoot
from the south in safe ways and thus, reducing the car traffic around the school a bit more.
Family Leave Best Wishes
On behalf of the staff, students, parents and carers, I would like to wish Lisa McLeish all the best as she prepares to
go on maternity leave very early next term. She will be at school for the first two days of Term 3 to assist with the
transition of a new grade share teacher to work in 3B with Keara McIntyre. Lisa’s outstanding classroom practices
and her leadership capabilities have had a huge impact in the way we plan, teach and assess students across the
whole school, starting with the grades she has taught at both ends being Prep, Grades 5 and 6. We can’t wait to
hear about the safe and joyous birth. I will let the community know details around mid-August when Lisa and her
partner’s big day arrives.
Semester 1 Reflections
As we reach the halfway mark of another school year, it is appropriate to reflect on what has been achieved whilst
recognising the challenges we still face as a school community. Firstly, the routines and rhythms of two terms
without interruption in learning has been important. This has not happened since Term 4 2019, so the general
continuity of classroom and specialist programs is assisting in the steady re-emergence of ‘educational normality’.
We do recognise that at both a family and individual student level, there are still disruptions with COVID and cold/flu
illnesses and hope everyone infected have speedy recoveries.
The other pleasing aspects are the amount of extra curricular activities that have been scheduled, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Camps for Grade 6 and Grade 4 to Rubicon and Maldon respectively
Whole school events such as Carnivale, regular assemblies, Easter raffle and cupcakes stall
Uninterrupted Summer and Winter interschool sport for Grades 6s
A number of lunchtime clubs offered this term providing alternative play options during break times
The external providers back on site delivering their programs in keyboard, violin, guitar, during the school day
and Kelly Sports, Funky Glee Club and French Club after school.
• Even some grades going on excursions that we have always taken for granted.
Semester 2 promises more of the regular daily learning and many extra events such as the Broadcasting Bell Literacy
Festival and Athletics Carnivals for P-3 and Grades 4-6. There is much to look forward to after the Term 2 break and
I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable school holidays.
David Twite
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From our Assistant Principal:
Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
In Week 2 of Term 3 our teachers will be conducting Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences. This will follow semester
reports being made live to parents/carers on Compass at the end of Week 1, Friday July 15.
These meetings facilitate individual time for teachers and parents/carers to share information about their child.
Students are welcome to attend and be involved in the conference with their parent/carer. They are an important
opportunity for you to:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

talk more in-depth about your child's student report, their achievements and areas for future learning
help your child’s teacher(s) understand more about your child
exchange information to support your child’s learning, social and emotional needs
make plans with the teacher(s) about how you can both support your child
continue to strengthen the crucial home-school partnership

Conferences will occur for year levels on the following days and times in your child’s classroom.
Prep:
Year 1A:
Year 2:
Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:
Specialists:

Monday 18 July
Monday 18 July
Tuesday 19 July
Monday 18 July
Tuesday 19 July
Tuesday 19 July
Wednesday 20 July
Wednesday 20 July

(3:40-5:00pm,
(3:40-5:00pm,
(3:40-5:00pm,
(3:00-5:00pm,
(3:00-5:00pm,
(3:40-5:00pm,
(3:00-5:00pm,
(3:40-5:00pm,

5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)
5:30- 8:00pm)

Parents/carers will be able to book 1 x 10 minute time slot within the above indicated time frames for their child’s
classroom teacher. Please note that teachers will have a scheduled break between 5:00-5:30pm and will not be
available to meet during this time. Bookings opened via Compass on Tuesday and will remain open until 4pm on
Wednesday July 13.
Some things you might like to consider before you attend the meeting:
Before the Conference
• Read through your child's report and identify any areas you want to discuss. If you are unsure about anything,
ask the teacher to explain further.
• Ask your child if there are any questions they would like you to ask, or if there is anything they would like you
to tell the teacher.
• Think about any information you think needs to be shared with the teacher. For example, if there's been
changes that have had an impact on your child.
After the Conference
• Maintain communication with the teacher to follow up on any agreed plans or actions.
• Talk with your child about what you discussed. Discuss with them the ways everyone can work together to
improve their learning.
Specialist Conferences
Specialist teachers will also be available for an optional parent/teacher conference. Please note that there is a
maximum of one booking per family and it is not necessary to book with every specialist teacher. Some things to
think about when considering booking a Parent-Carer/Teacher Conference with a specialist teacher.
➢ Do I have concerns about my child’s engagement in a particular specialist learning area?
➢ Would I like to discuss my child’s progress in a particular specialist learning area?
➢ Is there information about my child relating to a specialist learning area that I would like to share with the
subject teacher?
Specialist conferences will take place in the Learning Centre.
Please note that any up-to-date health and safety measures, as advised by the Department of Education, will be
implemented and will be communicated to families prior to the conferences.
Emma Heywood
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2022 Bell PS Calendar:
JUNE

AUGUST

• Wed 22-Fri 24:
Grade 4: Camp Maldon
• Fri 24:
CSEF Applications close
• Fri 24: Assembly/Performances (weather permitting) 1.45pm
• Fri 24:
Final Day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal

• Mon 1:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #5
• Tue 2:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #5
• Wed 3:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #6
• Thu 4:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #6
• Fri 5: State School Spectacular R4, Heathmont East PS
• Fri 5:
Prep Swimming Session #3
• Tue 9:
Gr4-6: Bell Athletics Carnival
• Fri 12:
Prep Swimming Session #4
• Fri 19:
Prep Swimming Session #5
• Tue 23:
District Athletics
• Fri 26:
Prep Swimming Session #6

JULY

(Plastic Free July!)

• Mon 11:
First Day Term 3
• Wed 12: Parent-Carer/Teacher Conf – Bookings Close 4pm
• Mon 18:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #1
• Mon 18:
Prep Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Mon 18:
Gr1A Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Mon 18:
Gr3 Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Tue 19:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #1
• Tue 19:
Gr2 Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Tue 19:
Gr4 Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Tue 19:
Gr5 Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Wed 20:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #2
• Wed 20:
Gr6 Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Wed 20: Specialist Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences
• Thu 21:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #2
• Fri 22:
Prep Swimming Session #1
• Fri 22:
Bell Trivia Night
• Mon 25:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #3
• Tue 26:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #3
• Wed 27:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #4
• Thu 28:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #4
• Fri 29:
Prep Swimming Session #2

SEPTEMBER
• Thu 1:
District Basketball, 9.30-2.30
• Fri 2:
Father’s + Special Person’s Day Stall
• Thu 8:
State School Spec. Rehearsal, John Cain Arena
• Fri 9:
State School Spec. Rehearsal, John Cain Arena
• Sat 10: State School Spec. Performance, John Cain Arena
• Mon 12-Wed 14:
Grade 5: Camp Waratah Bay
• Fri 16:
Cheer Toasty Truck Lunch
• Fri 16:
Final Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal

OCTOBER
• Mon 3:

First Day Term 4

NOVEMBER
• Tue 1:

Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

DECEMBER
• Tue 13:
• Tue 20:

Grade 6 Graduation, Preston City Hall
Final Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal

Outstanding Payments (Qkr!) + Permissions (Compass):
REMEMBER: Events are a two-step process – (i) Payment on Qkr! PLUS (ii) Permission on Compass.
Event/Item – Current:
Prep-5 Swimming (6 sessions)
Somers Camp
Item – Compass Online Forms:
Local Walking Permission
Prep-2 Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement
Gr 3-6 Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement
Parent Consent for Publication of Student Work/Images

Compass
Event date
Permission
Required
✓
See dates above
26 Jul – 3 Aug
x
Compass
Event date
Permission
Required
✓
Valid 2022
✓
Ongoing
✓
Ongoing
✓
Ongoing

Qkr!
Payment
Required
✓
✓
Qkr!
Payment
Required
x
x
x
x

Cost
$$$

Due by

65
260

Mon 11 Jul
Mon 18 Jul

Cost

Due by

x
x
x
x

Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr

HAVE I ALREADY PAID FOR THIS???
If you are unsure whether you or your partner have already made a payment, or just want to
check if your payment has gone through, please check your Qkr! History which can be found
in the ACTIVITY tab on this Qkr! screen. It would be much appreciated if you could check first
rather than making an unnecessary duplicate payment.
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From the Office:
CSEF APPLICATIONS CLOSE TODAY!
If you hold a current Health Care or Pension Card, you could be eligible for $125 funding for Camp Sport
and Excursions. Please complete the form, located on our website under the Communication tab, or
available from the office, along with a copy of your HCC or Pension Card, and forward to the office ASAP.

2023 Prep Enrolments
If you have a child commencing school at Bell Primary in 2023, you will need to complete a
Student Enrolment Form which you can download from our website by clicking on the big
purple circle.
For organisational and planning purposes, we would like to have forms submitted to the
office as soon as possible, ideally by June 24.

From the MUSIC Department:
MUSICAL PERFORMANCES AT THE END-OF-TERM ASSEMBLY
We are excited to announce the Rock Band, Senior Vocal Ensemble and
Grade 6A will all be performing at the End-of-Term afternoon assembly
today - Friday 24 June at 1.45pm (weather permitting). We’d love to see
you there!
Ms S
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From the Sustainability Club:
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A huge CONGRATULATIONS goes out to our seven fearless students who shaved their hair in support of the
‘World’s Greatest Shave’ last Friday afternoon. Well done to Ethan, Findley, Paddy, Toby, Reggie, Quinn & Maisie.
Collectively they raised a whopping $8,966.
Unfortunately, due to the weather, we were forced to have a smaller indoor event. Nevertheless, it was a
wonderful success and we’d like to say a HUGE thank you to all the Bell students and parents who made donations
and came out to support the cause on Friday afternoon, there was a great sense of community in the air. We’d
also like to thank our hairdressers Spencer, Liam & Jill from Captain Darling Barber Shop on Gilbert Road, for
volunteering their time and expertise in speedily shaving our brave students’ hair. Hair clippings were donated
to Sustainable Salons who will use longer hair to make wigs for patients going through chemotherapy and shorter
hair to make hair booms to mop up oil spills on land or out at sea.
Thanks also goes out to our amazing JSC students for hosting the event and the students who entertained the
crowd with their brilliant performances.
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BELL TRIVIA NIGHT:

Which planet is closest to the sun?
Which was more valuable, one bob or one shilling?
Which country invented donuts and CDs?
Do you know the answers to these trivia questions?
Yes or No, you are welcome to join in the fun at the annual Bell Trivia Night
on 22nd July.
For anyone who has seen our posts about the Bell Trivia Night, and wondered
what the night is like, have a look at the following video:
https://youtu.be/QPTi8uI1MDc
It's been a long three years since we last dressed up, tested our trivia knowledge
and danced the night away at the Thornbury Theatre.
The Trivia Night is a great parent/carer event and a chance to mingle with
parents/carers from all year levels and have some fun.
This is no ordinary trivia night...
It's a:
get together with friends for a table of 10
choose your table theme in line with the overall theme of 'In the
Summertime'
plan your own costume (think wigs, make up and dress ups)
organise table decorations and snacks
get your thinking caps and dancing shoes ready.
Get ready for a wacky, fun and energetic evening hosted by our own DJ Duk
Duk!
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For the Bell Community:
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