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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people. At school and beyond, students are confident to
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world. We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity,
collaboration and respect.
Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School. We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero
tolerance for child abuse.
Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

From our Assistant Principal:
Student Absence
As you will know by now, COVID and Winter illnesses are having a big impact on students' attendance at school this
term. In recent days we have seen a spike in the number of absences, with almost 25% (over 100 children) at home
for various reasons, showing how hard families are being hit by illness at the moment.
While we acknowledge that this is hard for everyone involved, we would like to take this opportunity to
thank parents/carers for keeping their children home while they are sick - this has been a huge effort that is
much appreciated. Continuing to keep children home when they are sick and encouraging mask use at school are
two of our major tools to ensure children are at school on a regular basis. While masks are strongly recommended
(although optional) by the Department, any assistance promoting uptake from your children is greatly appreciated.
Our teachers are doing an amazing job trying to keep surfaces clean, promoting mask use by example, general hand
washing and sanitisin,g and utilising open windows and air purifiers where possible. Teachers are constrained by
time in being able to provide work for those children who are at home to a similar level as that experienced during
lockdowns as their main focus is on classroom learning. Where a student is absent with COVID, staff are able to
provide a matrix of learning tasks reflective of classroom foci for children to work through if they are well enough
however, please be mindful that staff are not able to provide additional learning tasks for other absences.
Trivia Night
Last Friday, parents/carers and staff dressed to impress with creative costumes as they let their hair down and took
to the dance floor at the Trivia Night. While the ongoing impacts of COVID meant the event was smaller than in
previous years, the amazing turnout of over 150 parents/carers and staff highlighted the community’s desire to
reconnect and welcome many new members that have yet to be part of social events.
The efforts of many volunteers went into the event and we would like to acknowledge and thank the incredible
efforts of the following key people:
•
•
•
•

Dave Hall and Vanessa Buck for their hosting and overall organization and Emma Noble for helping out on
the night
Ian Hillman, with the support of Spencer and Mel, for sourcing prizes
Bridget Ah Ching for leading the team of Ange Marsh, Sally Johnson, Pauline Watt and Allison Farley in
decorating the venue
Ed Colman for DJing the night

This annual community social event would not be possible without the collective efforts and continued support of
parent/carer organisers. Please note that unclaimed prizes can be collected from the School Office, or questions
about prizes can be sent to ian@onya.me.

Writers Festival – Thursday 6 October
We are looking forward to the recommencement of opportunities to showcase student learning with
parents/carers, with the return of our Writers Festival later in the year. This year’s Writers Festival ‘Broadcasting
Bell,’ will provide opportunities for students to develop their information, media and technological skills through
communicating their learning and writing using a style of digital media. Students are currently working through the
writer's process; planning, drafting, editing, revising and publishing their pieces.
While initially scheduled for later this term, the decision has been made to postpone this date until Thursday 6
October, the first week of Term 4. With many absences due to health reasons, we want to ensure that staff and
students have sufficient time to complete the process and be proud of their finished product.
Please see further information from the ‘Broadcasting Bell’ team later in the newsletter.
Curriculum Day - Wednesday 31 August
School Council have approved Wednesday 31 August as the date for our final Curriculum Day this year. On this day,
staff will continue to plan, participating in further learning related to High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITs) and
Professional Learning Communities PLCs. By participating in professional learning relating to our 2022 priority areas
linked to our Strategic Plan, staff are having opportunities to enhance their knowledge and skills about current best
teaching practice and using evidence-based research to collaboratively plan for teaching and learning.
OSHClub will run a program on this day if there are adequate enrolments.
Term 3 Parent/Carer Learning Support Document
Earlier this week, year level teams sent out the Term 3 Parent/Carer Learning Support document via Compass
Newsfeed. This term, our Specialist team have also provided parents/carers with an understanding of the learning
foci across Art, Music and PE for the remainder of the term.
Parent/Carer Learning Support documents are an opportunity to reinforce home-school learning connections
through everyday learning opportunities that directly relate back to key concepts and themes that are being taught
in the classroom and specialist subjects. Parents/carers may wish to use the suggestions to promote discussions
with your child about their learning in the classroom and/or explore additional ways to apply understandings in
other contexts.
These documents will continue to remain accessible on Compass Newsfeeds during the term and are also accessible
on our school website under the Communication tab.
Gym/Hall Update
A brief update regarding the gym/hall build following our fortnightly project control group meeting on Wednesday
- builders have indicated that around 80% of in-ground services have been completed with concreters due to arrive
on Monday. Over the next few weeks, pre work will commence for pouring of the slab, with concreters due to
remain onsite until the end of next month. These are very exciting times as we start to see this space develop!
COMMUNICATION:
Time Critical
Please ensure that time critical information, eg: changes to drop off/pick up arrangements are communicated
through the front office via phone and NOT via email to classroom teachers. Teachers have various commitments
during the day and emails are often not seen until the school day has finished. Making phone contact via the front
office ensures that important information is passed on in a timely manner before the end of the school day.
Compass Newsfeeds
Please remember to check your Compass Newsfeed when notifications are received. Our collaborative approach
means that posts to parents/carers may come from any team member, even if they are not your child’s classroom
teacher. If a post has come from someone other than your child’s teacher, but you have received a notification and
it has appeared in your Newsfeed, then it is likely to be relevant to you so please take the time to read this
information
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Parent Pick Up
We understand that from time to time, parents/carers may get caught in traffic or run late to collect their child/ren
at the end of the school day. In these cases, we ask that you please contact the front office who can inform your
child’s classroom teacher. While teachers are on duty until 3:45pm, any child who has not been collected by this
time will be taken to the front office to wait for their parent/carer. Children cannot be left in the school grounds
outside of these times without the supervision of a parent/carer for safety and duty of care reasons.
Again, communication is key in these situations and we would appreciate your support by contacting us in those
rare instances when you may be running late.
Emma Heywood
Assistant Principal

From our School Council President:
School Council is currently looking for two new community members to represent our school community for an 18
month term (until February 2024). Community members are co-opted to Council, not elected, but have the same
rights as other members.
As a Council, we've recently undertaken an exercise to make sure we have the right skills and experience across the
membership and we've identified a need to strengthen knowledge in ICT and infrastructure skillsets - but we
welcome applications from anyone who's committed to ensuring Bell Primary is the best it can be.
We are also aiming to ensure that Council membership is reflective of the diversity in our school community, to
make sure our work represents everyone. If you have lived or professional experience that can assist with that,
we'd love to hear from you.
Council meets on the third Thursday of every month at 7pm, with a hybrid in person/remote approach. If you have
any questions or want to talk more about the commitment required, or to express your interest, please get in touch
with David Twite or Amber Griffiths, School Council President on griffiths.amber.m@gmail.com
Amber Griffiths
Bell School Council President
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2022 Bell PS Calendar:
JULY

(Plastic Free July!)

SEPTEMBER

• Fri 29:
• Fri 29:
• Fri 29:

Prep Swimming Session #2
Grade 6 Mad About Science Incursion
Scholastic Book Club orders CLOSE @ 9pm

• Thu 1:
Literacy Festival ‘Broadcasting Bell’ 2.0
• Thu 1:
District Basketball, 9.30-2.30
• Fri 2:
Father’s + Special Person’s Day Stall
• Mon 5:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 8.50am
• Thu 8:
State School Spec. Rehearsal, John Cain Arena
• Fri 9:
State School Spec. Rehearsal, John Cain Arena
• Sat 10: State School Spec. Performance, John Cain Arena
• Mon 12-Wed 14:
Grade 5: Camp Waratah Bay
• Tue 13:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 3.15pm
• Fri 16:
Cheer Toasty Truck Lunch
• Fri 16:
Final Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal

AUGUST
• Mon 1:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #5
• Tue 2:
Regional AFL Gala Day
• Tue 2:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #5
• Tue 2:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 3.15pm
• Wed 3:
Grade 6 Coburg High School Visit
• Wed 3:
Grades 2/4 Swimming Session #6 (final)
• Thu 4:
Grades 1/3/5 Swimming Session #6 (final)
• Fri 5: State School Spectacular R4, Heathmont East PS
• Fri 5:
Prep Swimming Session #3
• Mon 8:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 8.50am
• Tue 9:
Gr4-6: Bell Athletics Carnival
• Fri 12:
Prep Swimming Session #4
• Tue 16:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 3.15pm
• Fri 19:
Prep Swimming Session #5
• Sat 20-Fri 26:
Book Week!
• Mon 22:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 8.50am
• Mon 22:
Bell Book Week Parade
• Tue 23:
District Athletics
• Fri 26:
Prep Swimming Session #6 (final)
• Tue 30:
Second Hand Uniform Shop open 3.15pm
• Wed 31:
NEW EXTRA Curriculum Day

OCTOBER
• Mon 3:
• Thu 6 Oct:

First Day Term 4
Broadcasting Bell – Writer’s Festival

NOVEMBER
• Tue 1:
• Sat 26:

Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday
State Election Day Voting + Stalls

DECEMBER
• Tue 13:
• Tue 20:

Grade 6 Graduation, Preston City Hall
Final Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal

Outstanding Payments (Qkr!) + Permissions (Compass):
REMEMBER: Events are a two-step process – (i) Payment on Qkr! PLUS (ii) Permission on Compass.
Event/Item – Current:

Event date

Gr6 Mad About Science Incursion
Regional AFL Gala Day (Bell PS AFL team)
Gr6 Coburg High School Visit
VSSS Rehearsal R4

Fri 29 Jul
Tue 2 Aug
Wed 3 Aug
Fri 5 Aug

Item – Compass Online Forms:

Event date

Local Walking Permission
Prep-2 Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement
Gr 3-6 Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement
Parent Consent for Publication of Student Work/Images

Valid 2022
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Compass
Permission
Required
✓
✓
✓
✓
Compass
Permission
Required
✓
✓
✓
✓

Qkr!
Payment
Required
✓
✓
x
✓
Qkr!
Payment
Required
x
x
x
x

Cost
$$$

Due by

12
20
Nil
25

Fri 22 Jul
Mon 1 Aug
Mon 1 Aug
Wed 3 Aug

Cost

Due by

x
x
x
x

Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr
Fri 8 Apr

Qkr! Tip: HAVE I ALREADY PAID FOR THIS ON Qkr!???
If you are unsure whether you or your partner have already made a payment, or just
want to check if your payment has gone through, please check your Qkr! History which
can be found in the ACTIVITY tab on this Qkr! screen.
It would be very much appreciated if you could check first rather than making an
unnecessary duplicate payment.
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From the Office:
Crossing Safety Reminder
A reminder to the school community to please make sure that the Scotia Street crossing is
always kept clear and accessible, particularly at school pick-up times.
As it is a popular pick-up zone, the footpath outside the school gate can sometimes become
quite busy, so please check that you aren’t blocking access to the crossing as you wait.
Thank-you for helping to keep our community safe!

Second-Hand Uniform Shop
The Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be open once per week in Term 3! Please check the Newsletter
Calendar for dates and times.
Nicole will be opening every second Monday morning and Ciannon will be opening every alternate
Tuesday afternoon. Don’t forget your gold coins as there is no credit card facility in the SHU Shop.
NEW Bell PS uniforms can always be purchased from PSW.

2023 Prep Enrolments
If you have a child commencing school at Bell Primary in 2023, you will need to complete a
Student Enrolment Form which you can download from our website by clicking on the big
purple circle.
For organisational and planning purposes, we would like to have forms submitted to the
office as soon as possible, ideally by Friday 5 August.

Scholastic Book Club – orders close tonight!
Book Club catalogues will be going home with the eldest child in your family this week or next. Please see
your eldest child’s teacher if your family does not have one. Keep in mind that Book Club orders close at
9.00pm on Friday 29 July.

Payment Request: Please Check Before You Pay!
There has been an increased number of parents paying twice for events via Qkr! (once by each parent).
There has also been an increased number of parents paying for events their child is not involved in.
Reversing these duplicate/incorrect payments is not a simple procedure. Before you pay for an event on
Qkr!, can you please make sure to check that you have actually given permission in Compass for your child
to attend the event, and make sure your partner has not already paid. Thank you.
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Book Week: 20-26 August 2022

Book Week
20 to 26 August 2022
CBCA Book Week
Each year since 1945, the CBCA has brought children and books together across Australia through CBCA
Book Week. During this time schools and public libraries spend one glorious week celebrating books and
Australian children's authors and illustrators. Classroom teachers, teacher librarians and public librarians
create colourful displays, develop activities, run competitions and tell stories relating to a theme to
highlight the importance of reading. You will often see parades with students dressed as their favourite
book character.

This year’s theme is ‘Dreaming with eyes open…’
Our Book Week parade, where students can dress as their favourite book character for the day, will be
conducted at morning assembly on Monday 22 August.
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Broadcasting Bell: 6 October 2022
The Bell Primary 2022 Writers Festival
Traditionally, Bell Primary has a tradition of hosting annual celebrations of student learning with our
greater community. We have alternated each year between a performing arts focus and a Writers
Festival that showcases the importance of literacy learning in our school community. Unfortunately it
has been a few years since our last whole school community event and we are excited to invite families
once again to experience the extraordinary and capable skills of our creative young authors. This means
that our current Grade 6 students have experienced two previous Writers Festivals, Grade 5 and 4
students have had one, and for anyone student under Grade 4, this is their first opportunity to partake
in an event like this.
This year's theme for the writers festival is ‘Media’, and the student voted title of the event is
‘Broadcasting Bell’. Behind the scenes we have a leadership group of students working collaboratively
alongside the teacher Literacy and Numeracy team to set up the festival in a way that makes it
memorable for all that come along.
We have decided to push the initial date back until Thursday 6 October, which is the first week back
after the school holidays. With many students taking leave due to health reasons, we want to ensure
that they have the time to work through the writer's process; planning, drafting, editing, revising and
publishing their piece in a way that shows their growth as learners. We want to ensure that they all have
the opportunity to feel proud of their efforts and success in their learning without them feeling undue
stress that can arise due to absences prior to presentations.
Each year level will be presenting their learning using a style of media to showcase their learning. The
students are excited about what they are doing, so feel free to have a conversation with your child about
what they are preparing for the night.
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From the Sports Department:
Bell PS AFL Team
On Tuesday 26 July, the Bell Primary AFL team competed in the School Sports Victoria Divisional Carnival
representing the Northcote District. The team progressed through to this level by winning all of their games in our
District winter sports gala at the end of term 2 to be the strongest team on the day.
On the Tuesday, they played two games out at Anthony Beale reserve. The first game was against St Raphael’s,
West Preston where Bell put in a strong performance winning comfortably 49 to 1, with Sam H being best on
ground with an outstanding performance at ruck. The second game was against St Joseph the Worker where again
Bell was dominant winning by over 60 points. They were tested in the second half but a strong first half secured
the win for them. There were several stand out performances on the day, but Harry M was voted best on ground
for the second game. All the students should be very proud of their performances on the day and the standard of
footy on show was much better than my beloved Kangaroos this season.
They have now progressed through to the Regional Gala Day on Tuesday 2 August where they will play three
games. If they win all three games they will progress through to state later in the term. We want to congratulate
them all on their effort and wish them all the best for the next level.
A special thank you to all the parents for their support on the day, and Ben, Will and Emanuele Saccone and Frank
Tomai for being goal umpires on the day. I would also like to thank Lucas for his continued support of the team.
Josh Grogan
Physical Education Teacher
Sport Co-ordinator
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Bell Primary School Grades 4/5/6 Athletics Carnival
On Tuesday 9 August, the grade 4/5/6 students will all be heading out to the Coburg Athletics track for the Bell
Primary School Athletics Carnival. The event is now up on Compass (permission) and Qkr! (payment) for all parents
and carers.
Students will have the opportunity to try all the athletics events with the focus of the day on participation and
having fun. This day will also act as the selection process for the upcoming Northcote District Athletics Carnival in
week 7.
Students will be bussing to and from the venue on the day and will need to bring all their food. We are also highly
recommending students bring a rain jacket in case of rain.
If there are any parents who are willing and able to support the day, could you please email Josh at
joshua@bellps.vic.gov.au
Josh Grogan
Physical Education Teacher
Sport Co-ordinator
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From the Grade 6 Team:
Mad About Science Incursion!
This morning, our Grade 6 students experienced a very Mad About Science incursion in
the Learning Centre. Caleb came in to showcase some different experiments and scientific
principles. There were giant smoke vortices, levitating beach balls, flying toilet paper, flour fireballs, hair-raising
electricity, and lots of learning! The students are absolutely loving the Science unit this term, and will now start
to think about what science strand they would like to research and, in a group, compose their own science lesson
to share with their class.
Miss M, Dimi + Ramzey
The Grade 6 Team
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Orienteering News:
“On Friday we did orienteering at school and it was very fun. Orienteering is where you use maps to navigate
yourself to checkpoints, you can race or just have fun finding them. The checkpoints are located on the map and
purple lines navigate you to them. You also have a little sensor on your finger to put in the checkpoint and it
remembers that you have been there, so when you finish you can see your time and how long it took you to get
to each checkpoint.
Leading the session was Dion Keech - he did a very good job and kept it all together. Well done Dion! We had lots
of fun and I want to do it again. And huge thanks to Belinda for also helping out.”
Ethan S, Ruben L + Hamish G
Grade 4C
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From Miss Corinne:
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For the Bell Community:
FREE VISION AND HEARING SCREENING FOR CHILDREN AGED 3.5-7 YEARS
20 AUGUST 2022, COBURG PRIMARY SCHOOL JUNIOR CAMPUS, 81D BELL STREET, COBURG
The Rotary Club of Coburg, Coburg Primary School and the University of Melbourne are pleased to offer free
hearing and vision screenings for children aged 3.5 to 7 years of age. On the day, audiology and optometry
students will screen your child’s hearing and vision. Results and advice will be provided by students supervised by
qualified health professionals. Bookings are essential and we request only one adult accompany each child to their
appointment. Please allow up to 40 minutes to complete. BOOK HERE - https://www.trybooking.com/CBHTD
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