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Bell PS Newsletter 09 February 2024 
www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 

Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Emma Heywood 

 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From our Principal:  
 

Wellbeing Safety Networks 
As part of the Start-¦Ǉ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
handΩ as part of their safety network. This social and emotional tool is in the shape 
of their hand identifying five adults at school they feel comfortable approaching if 
they need support.  Similar to last year, we have organised times today for students 
to move through the school and locate their five safety people.  This strengthens 
the strategy in their minds and helps build strong connections with their support 
people, ensuring they know where to find one of them in a time of need.  
 

Your child/ren will bring home a copy of their helping hands so you can have 
conversations from time to time to remind them of those special adults at school 
who will always be there to help when things are getting tricky. 
 

With mental health and wellbeing continuing to be a high priority, we are constantly refining ways to build on the 
Berry Street and Respectful Relationships approaches across the school. This aligns with part of our strategic plan: 
 

Goal 3: Enhance the health and wellbeing of all students 
KIS a: Build a whole-school approach to the development of the social and emotional wellbeing of students 
KIS b: Strengthen the partnership between staff, students and parents/families to create a shared responsibility 

for student wellbeing 
 

Early Arrivals (too early for some) 
A reminder for families that children should not arrive too early in the mornings as the school grounds are not 
supervised by staff until 8.45am each day.  Already we have seen some students arriving too early, being dropped 
off or leaving home early to meet friends at school well before 8.45am. Whilst most staff are already onsite before 
the official start time, they are preparing work or in meetings and unable to adequately supervise those in the yard. 
 

The organisation bell goes at 8.50am which is a signal for students already onsite to head inside to start preparing 
for the day, with daily learning starting promptly at 9.00am.  
 

Term 1 Reporting and Classroom Communication 
There are three elements to the reporting process for this term to assist with the home-school partnership: 
 

¶ Year level Information EǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ;  

¶ 1:1 Getting To Know You Meetings in week 6; 

¶ Celebrations of Learning in each year level focusing on one of the four main learning areas: Literacy, Numeracy, 
Inquiry Approach or Wellbeing. These will occur at various dates for each year level later in the term. 

 

A separate Compass Newsfeed will be sent home outlining school administrative procedures to help at a classroom 
and whole school level. 
 

Please scroll down to page 5 where our Assistant Principal, Emma, has outlined more details. 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
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School Council Elections  
There are five parent representative positions to be decided in the upcoming elections; self-nomination forms and 
other council information will be available at the office from this Monday. Key dates for the election process are as 
follows:  
 

¶ Closing date for Nominations:  Monday 19 February 19 at 4.00pm; 

¶ List of eligible candidates will be posted via a Compass Newsfeed by Wednesday 21 February or, if there are 
not enough candidates nominated, a second callout will occur; 

¶ Ballot papers will be prepared and distributed (if required) on Monday 26 February; 

¶ Close of Ballot (if required): Monday 4 March. If an election is required, more detailed information about the 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ; 

¶ First meeting of the new School Council will be Thursday 21 March at 7.00pm. 
 
For details about the role of School Council, see ΨCŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘ мΥ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Elections ςInformation for ParentsΩ on 
the following page.  I am always available to answer questions about Council elections and related topics regarding 
school governance. 
 
Birthday Celebrations 
Birthdays are an important celebration within your family unit but at school we are very aware of cultural and social 
diversity within our community; we also actively follow healthy food guidelines. We celebrate each child's Birthday 
or Name Day, eg: Preps can sing a celebratory song and wear a birthday hat, badge or glasses if the child wants to. 
Please assist us in ensuring that there are no food treats being brought along to hand out in class. Please save any 
treats, trinkets, etc for your child's family celebrations. 
 
We are happy for parents/carers to hand out party invitations between 8:50am and 9.00am or after school if the 
whole class is invited. If the whole class is not invited, it would be appreciated if invitations are handed out after 
school hours outside of the classroom to save awkward or stressful moments for some students. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

Annual Privacy Reminder :  
 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ Privacy Policy.   
 

Further information can be found on the DET Privacy Collection Notice which is provided to families on enrolment. 
 

These documents can both be found on our website. 
 

David Twite 
Principal 
  

https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/source/Schools-Privacy-Policy-English.pdf
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/det_privacy_collection_notice_at_nov21.pdf
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From our Assistant Principal :  
 
Year 1-6 Parent/Carer Information Evenings 
 

A reminder that Years 1-6 Parent/Carer Information Evenings will take place next week. Sessions will occur face to 
face at the locations outlined below. Where parents/carers are unable to attend the information session, the 
PowerPoint presented by the team will be sent out via Compass for access following the session. 
 

¢ƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
reminders were sent out by the front office yesterday. Please ensure you refer to this document for details of 
common administration tasks. This document is also saved on the school website under the Communication tab. 
 

Year 1-6 Information sessions- Week 3: 
Monday February 12 
5:30-6:30pm  Grade 3 (Learning Centre) 
6:30-7:30pm  Grade 4 (Library) 
 

Tuesday February 13 
5:30-6:30pm  Grade 2 (Learning Centre) 
6:30-7:30pm  Grade 5 (Library) 
 

Thursday February 15 
5:30-6:30pm  Grade 1 (Learning Centre) 
6:30-7:30pm  Grade 6 (Library) 
 

Prep Information session- Week 6: 
Monday March 4 
5:30-6:30pm   Prep (Learning Centre) 

 
 
Getting to Know You Meetings 
 

All Grade 1-6 teachers will be conducting 1:1 Getting to Know You Meetings on Tuesday March 5. Further booking 
information will be communicated to Year 1-6 families next week. 
 

For Prep families their Parent/Carer Information Evening will be conducted in Week 6 and Getting to Know You 
Interviews will take place next week. Further information on how to book a Getting to Know You Meeting has been 
communicated with Prep families via Compass earlier this week. If you require support to make a booking, please 
contact the front office. 
 
 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal  



School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P6 
 

 

2024 Calendar ð so you donõt miss anything!  
 

Enter dates to remember in your diary, or take a screenshot each week for quick reference! 
 
 

February 
Á Tue 6-Wed 14: Somers Camp (selected students) 
Á Fri 9: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT 
 *for Gr6 GRIP Leadership Conference $45* 
Á Fri 9: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Mon 12: Gr6 GRIP Leadership Conference 
Á Mon 12: Gr 3 Information Session, 5.30-6.30, LC 
Á Mon 12: Gr 4 Information Session, 6.30-7.30, Library 
Á Mon 12: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT 
 *for District Swimming $35* 
Á Tue 13: Gr 2 Information Session, 5.30-6.30, LC 
Á Tue 13: Gr 5 Information Session, 6.30-7.30, Library 
Á Wed 14: Prep Getting to Know You Meetings 

 (Compass booking required) 
Á Thu 15: Gr 1 Information Session, 5.30-6.30, LC 
Á Thu 15: Gr 6 Information Session, 6.30-7.30, Library 
Á Thu 15: Scholastic Book Club orders close, 9pm 
Á Fri 16: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Mon 19 Feb-Fri 8 Mar: Gr3,4,5 Swimming Lessons 
 (exact dates/times tbc) 
Á Mon 19: CLOSING DATE FOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 NOMINATIONS @ 4pm  
Á Tue 20: District Swimming, Northcote Pool  
 (selected students) 
Á Wed 21: ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES FOR SCHOOL 
 COUNCIL ADVISED 
Á Fri 23: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Mon 26: BALLOT PAPERS DISTRIBUTED  
 (IF SC ELECTION REQ) 

March 
Á Fri 1: {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ /ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅ 
Á Fri 1: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Mon 4: CLOSE OF BALLOT (IF SC ELECTION REQ) 
Á Mon 4: Prep Information Session, 5.30-6.30, LC 
Á Tue 5: Gr1-6 Getting to Know You Meetings 

 (booking information to come) 
Á Fri 8: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Fri 15: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Mon 11: Labour Day Public Holiday 
Á Mon 18-Sun 24: Neurodiversity Celebration Week 

Á Tue 19: 2025 Prep Tour, 9.30-11.30 
Á Tue 19: 2025 Prep Tour, 5.30-6.30 
Á Thu 21: First Meeting of new School Council, 7pm 
Á Fri 22: 2025 Prep Tour, 9.30-11.30 
Á Fri 22: Ride2School Day 
Á Fri 22: Second Hand Uniform Shop, 3.15-3.45 
Á Thu 28: Last Day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 

April 
Á Mon 15: First Day Term 2 
Á Mon 15: 2025 School Enrolments Open 
Á Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

May 
Á Nothing yet! 

June 
Á Mon 10: YƛƴƎΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ tǳōƭƛŎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
Á Mon 24-Fri 28: NAIDOC Week 
Á Fri 28: Last Day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
Á Mon 15: First Day Term 3 
Á Mon 22 Jul-Fri 9 Aug: GrPrep,1,2 Swimming Lessons 
 (exact dates/times tbc) 
Á Fri 26: 2025 Enrolments requested by this date 

August 
Á Sat 17-Fri 23: Book Week 

September 
Á Fri 20: Last Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

October 
Á Mon 7: First Day Term 4 
Á Thu 10: World Mental Health Day 
Á Mon 21-Thu 24: Grade 6 Camp Jungai 
Á Thu 24: International Day of Climate Action 

November 
Á Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

December 
Á Fri 20: Last Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 
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Reminders f rom the Office : 
 

LATE ARRIVALS - EARLY DEPARTURES - STUDENT ABSENCES  
 

1. Late Arrival:  ONLY enter this on the Compass Kiosk at the office on arrival. 

2. Early Departure:  ONLY enter this on the Compass Kiosk at the office on arrival. 

3. Whole Day Absence:  MUST be entered on your Compass Parent Portal either in 

advance, or on the day by clicking the absence SMS link. 

Please help the Admin Team out by NOT entering medical/dental appointments, etc, through your 
Compass Parent Portal ς simply follow the early departure / late arrival procedure when you come in to 

drop off or collect your child. 
 
 

 
 
 

BELL PS UNIFORMS  
 

1. NEW Bell PS uniforms can always be purchased from PSW. 
 

2. SECOND-HAND Uniforms can be purchased from our Second Hand Uniform Shop run by a parent 
volunteer once per week.  The Shop will now be open every FRIDAY afternoon from 3.15-3.45pm.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƭŘ Ŏƻƛƴǎ ς no credit or credit card facility is available. 

 
 
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Please see our website for details on these activities offered both after school and/or  

during school time in Room 14 é please make direct contact with the provider: 
 

Keyboard : Guitar : Violin : Ukelele : Singing : Dancing : Computer Programming : Sports 
  

https://www.psw.com.au/schools/bell-primary-school-preston.html
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/page/200/External-Providers

