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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 
End of Term 3  
I would like to acknowledge the enormous efforts of the entire Bell Community as we have navigated through the 
toughest of school terms. Emma and I have met online with all grade levels this week and celebrated the truly 
amazing work of the students in some of our key areas of Literacy and Numeracy,  as well as the many the Inquiry 
foci that has been woven into remote learning.  All the staff at Bell are incredibly proud of the students’ persistence 
and risk taking. We are also extremely grateful for the patience and support parents/carers have provided every 
day. We know it has not been easy and in some cases very stressful for families but due to our combined efforts 
and dedication, learning experiences have continued for the children and everyone has done the best they can in 
these challenging COVID times.  
 
The wonderful drawing discovered this morning on the footpath at the front gate is a message for everyone 
(children, parents/carers and staff) in this extraordinary school community. 

The next 2 weeks is a time to switch off from remote and flexible learning and get outside to enjoy a bit of spring 
air. Hopefully in the coming weeks, we get back a little bit of freedom and are able to re-connect with extended 
family and our closest friends. 
 
Arrangements for the Start of Term 4  
As you would be aware, we will start transitioning back to face to face learning from early next term with some 
steps dependant on COVID data across the metropolitan  area. Key points are: 

 All Prep-Year 6 students in Metropolitan Melbourne will continue with remote and flexible learning for the first 
week of Term 4 (Monday October 5-October 9).  

 Learning tasks will continue to be uploading by 4pm the day before, as has been the procedure during Term 3. 
Teachers will post learning tasks for the first day back (Monday October 5) on Google Classrooms by the Friday 
prior (October 2). 

Courtesy of Jack, Ava and Emma 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
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 From 12 October (second week of Term 4) students in Prep to Grade 2 will return to full-time on-site schooling. 
The existing remote learning program will not continue for these year levels. 

 Remote and flexible learning will continue for all students in Grade 3 to Grade 6 and on-site supervision will only 
be available for students in Grade 3 to Grade 6 who are the children of permitted workers and vulnerable 
students. This will continue until a date is set for the return of all students to on-site learning, based on health 
advice.  

 
Priorities for Term 4 
As we embark on a mixture of on-site schooling and remote learning, we will continue to have in place strong 
measures to protect the health and safety of students, staff, families and the community. This includes staggering 
start and finish times, restricting parent access to school grounds and continued emphasis on hand hygiene and 
physical distancing where possible.  

Whether your child is, or children are, returning to face-to-face learning or will be continuing with remote and 
flexible learning, please be assured we will be focused on three key priorities in Term 4. 

Mental health and wellbeing  
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff. This 
means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable students and enabling staff to 
access the relevant support services. 
 
Learning and excellence 
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained their 
learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families and teachers. 
Our priority will be to begin the catch-up lessons for some, whilst also supporting those who have continued 
progressing to extend their learning.  
 
Transitions  
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from Kindergarten into Prep and the 
Grade 6s moving into Year 7. Our Prep and Grade 6 transitions teams have starting planning at both ends of the 
school aiming to create the best programs possible under whatever restrictions that are in place. Will both 
programs look different from previous year? Most likely yes! However, we hope to organise an effective welcome 
process for the new Prep families and a unique but still very special farewell for our grade 6 graduates. Listening to 
the thoughts, ideas and concerns from families involved is a crucial part of the process.  
 
Additional Advice from the Department 
We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up. Instead, schools will use 
teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help students meet their learning needs. Parents, 
families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay with their peer group, 
whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep, or moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary school, or 
students moving up any year level in between. 
 
Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the challenges of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as best we can for the remainder of this school 
year and looking ahead to 2021.  
 
 
Farewell Bec 
This week we say a fond farewell to Bec Bilgin who is commencing family leave. We wish Bec and her husband 
Danyal well as they eagerly await meeting their daughter and we look forward to sharing the news of her safe 
arrival with the community. 
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School Playgrounds 
The Department have given us guidelines that schools are restricted areas and only those persons mentioned on 
the signs on all gates are allowed to enter the school grounds. School playgrounds are not currently available for 
community use. This is a different rule to public playgrounds located at other places within the community and we 
ask that all families adhere to the Victorian Government instructions at all times; especially in the case of the two 
(red and blue) main play equipment areas which are taped off and closed for use. 
 
Policy Consultation 
A reminder that we are seeking community feedback on the Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy-Procedures 
and the Bullying Prevention Policy-Procedures. The draft policies can be found on Policies page under the 'About 
Us' tab of our new school website or via the following link Policies and feedback can be given via the following 
Google Forms: 
 

Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy-Procedure 
Bullying Prevention Policy-Procedures 
 

The consultation period will close on Wednesday 23 September. At this point community feedback with be taken 
into consideration by the Policy Working Group before they are finalised and taken to the October School Council 
meeting for ratification. 

David Twite (Principal)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Grade 3 Team: 
 

In Grade 3, students have been working hard learning about living things in inquiry. To share their learning, 
they created Information Texts with their newly developed ICT expertise! 
 

There were so many amazing projects but here's a small sample: click here! 
 
 
 
 

From the Building Bell Team: 

 

Over the last few months, the Building Bell group has been working closely with Kat Theophanous MP 
(member for Northcote) and her team, to develop a submission, presenting the case for funding Stage 2 
of Bell’s Masterplan. We thank Kat for all the support and advocacy she has shown our community in 
progressing this work. Please find following Kat’s letter to the Minister for Education, that she is happy to 
share with our school community. 
 
With Stage 1 (urgent upgrades to our 90 year old building) completed at the end of 2019, Stage 2 and 3 
remains unfunded. Stage 2 is a multi-purpose sports hall for both school and community use. Stage 3 is 
the building of a modern learning hub including permanent classrooms.  
 
We hope the submission will see a positive announcement in the Victorian Government's October budget, 
for the Bell community. 
 
Building Bell, 
Frances, Matthew, Rachel, Trenton  
 

https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/page/195/Policies
https://forms.gle/QnkqGnCVqSXk1EDJ7
https://forms.gle/EARwSyCeVoPPjm6k7
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1rum26AdB0CcS_Ooqeeqp8BK7abLGdw0-
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From Signora Elyssa: 
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From the Fundraising Crew: 
 

Trivia Night – THANK YOU! 
Thank you to our wonderful Trivia Team: Tash Palich, Francine Bird and Dave Hall.  Two very successful virtual Trivia Nights not 
only raised a great amount of money for our school, but most importantly they were able to bring our community together for 
some much-needed fun! 
 

We would also like to send a huge thanks to all the families who have joined us over the two Trivia Nights, and to those Bell 
families who donated to the GoFundMe campaigns. We have raised close to $6,500 which will go directly to resources including 
classroom sporting equipment sets and inclusive 21st century learning equipment.  A great community effort - thanks to 

everyone  
 

2020 Cookbook Pre-Sales are open now! 
Check out at all of these brilliant drawings already dropped off at school, ready to grace the covers of the Bell Family Cookbook. 
Thanks so much for those who have already submitted them; what a great way to keep our community connected.  We don’t 
want you to miss out or have regrets, but this really is the final call for recipes. Please send them through to 
bellcookbook2020@gmail.com by Sunday 20 September!  
 

BUY YOUR COOKBOOK NOW….. Don’t forget to jump onto Qkr! to guarantee your customised or general cover copy of this 
fab cookbook and tick off some of your Christmas Shopping as well! 
 

    
 

Mangoes are still happening – YAY!!!  
More details will come after the holidays, but we are still planning to run the Mango 
Fundraiser this year, captained again by our amazing Mango Captain, Kate James. We 
are just finalising arrangements for a CoVid safe distribution process and will update 
you all when this is finalised.  Mangoes will go on sale on Friday 9 October, and will 
also be available for to the external Bell Community to purchase through Eventbrite – so get promoting with your neighbours!  
 

Have a lovely safe break, 
Bell FUNdraising Team 
 

HOW TO ORDER YOUR COOKBOOK: 
 

Order now on QKR! 
The text content for all cookbooks will be the same, however, 
there are two cover options to choose from when making a 
purchase. All covers will be printed on coloured paper using a 
digital indigo print process and inserted into the protective 
plastic cover. Each cover will be lively, magic and playful just like 
our Bell kids, and will include student artwork and the 
cookbook’s title. 
 

Cover Option 1: Customised $40 each (available during 
pre-sale period only 11 Sep – 16 Oct)  
Your child’s artwork will be printed as a customised cover. If you 
have more than one child you can purchase a customised cover 
for each child or we can print up to three siblings’ artworks on 
one book cover design. Customised orders require parents to 
specify the name of their child and their class per book order on 
Qkr! (or if sibling/s artwork is to be combined in one cover you 
must specify the names and classes of all children). 
 

Cover Option 2: Standard cover option $35 each 
(available during pre-sale and sale period) 
One cover design from each year level will be selected and 
reproduced as seven ‘standard’ covers. If you choose to order 
the standard cover option, you will receive a ‘lucky dip’ of one of 
these seven covers and be the proud new owner, or giver, of a 
delicious cookbook featuring Bell student artwork.  
 

Artwork Drop Off 
For your child’s artwork to be considered for use as a standard 
cover, or to be used as a customised cover, you must drop it off 
(clearly labelled with the child’s full name and class details) into 
the boxes at the front office by Friday 16 October (Term 4). There 
is a box for each grade. Drawings will be professionally scanned, 
edited and printed as the cover art. Artworks will be returned to 
students later in Term 4. It may be difficult for some families to 
drop artworks off at school by Friday 16 October. If this is the 
case for your family, please contact Anna Buchanan on 
anna@bellps.vic.edu.au or Anna.Buchanan@education.vic.gov.
au to make alternative arrangements

bellcookbook2020@gmail.com
mailto:anna@bellps.vic.edu.au
mailto:Anna.Buchanan@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Anna.Buchanan@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

Tune in to see who has been crowned the 

2020 TMT Champion! 
 

 

Click here! 

 

A huge thank you to all our contestants & everyone who voted. 

  

https://bit.ly/3hATvAn
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 – On-Site Learners only this week 

 Mon 5: Extended CSEF applications close today 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day tbc 

 Fri 9: Mangoes go on sale! 

 Mon 12: Grades Prep, 1 + 2 return to school 

 Fri 16: Cover Art for Bell Family Cookbook – strict deadline 

 Fri 16: Pre-sales for Bell Family Cookbook close in Qkr! 

 Mon 26: Curriculum Day #4 (student free) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Thu 5: Proposed Photo Day 

 Fri 13: Sales for Bell Family Cookbook open in Qkr! 

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 

 Mon 30 – Wed 2: Proposed Grade 6 Camp tbc 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Mon 7-Wed 9:   Proposed Grade 5 Camp tbc 

 Fri 11: Bell Family Cookbook available to collect @ Bell 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 
 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT:  Financial Help Available – CSEF Update: 
 

In acknowledgement of the significant and ongoing challenges facing our parent community, 

the Minister for Education has approved that the eligibility to qualify for CSEF (Camp Sport 

Excursion Fund) be extended to Monday 5 October 2020. 
 

CSEF payments for these students will be made at 50 per cent of the standard primary and 

secondary rates, recognising that opportunities for camps, sports and excursions have been 

limited in 2020.    
 

Please note:  Schools will now be able to use CSEF payments for voluntary school charges, books 

and stationery for the remainder of 2020. 
 

CSEF is available to Pension & Health Care Card holders. 
 

Please contact the school office for further advice or an application form. 
 
 

IMPORTANT:  2021 Prep Enrolments: 
 

If you have a child commencing school at Bell Primary in 2021, you will need to complete 

a Student Enrolment Form which you can download from our new school website located 

at www.bellps.vic.edu.au and click on the big, purple circle. 
 

As we move closer to the end of year, and for organizational purposes, we would like to 

have forms submitted via email as soon as possible. 
 
 

 

 Bell PS School Uniforms:   www.psw.com.au 
 
 
 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.psw.com.au/

