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Bell PS Newsletter 17 October 2025 
www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 
Principal:  Emma Heywood Assistant Principal:  Paul Nicholson 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to think 
critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, collaboration 
and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for 
child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of the land 
the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
 

From our Principal: 
 

The Great Primary School Mystery  
Exciting, fun, nerve-racking, scary!  These were just some of the reflections from our 3A 
students yesterday after their debut performance in ‘The Great Primary School Mystery’ on 
Wednesday night.  What a performance it was!  
 
Students took to the stage with energy and excitement to showcase the dances they have 
been learning over the past term. For many children (just like some of us adults) performing 
in front of an audience meant stepping outside their comfort zone. We congratulate our 
students on overcoming their nerves and embracing this opportunity to build resilience and 
confidence.  
 
Congratulations to our magnificent cast who blew the audience away with their 
talents: Johny 5C (Casey Closed), Henry 6A (Justin Case), Ashley 6A (David Twite), 
Polly 6B (Emma Heywood), Odette 5A (Ms S), Remy 5B (Josh Grogan), Ngiya 6B 
(Tania Levens), Aisha 6B (Jessie Storm), Opella 5B (Gab Goss), Delilah 6A (Karen 
Elsbury), Oscar 5B (Daniel Jeffery), Clementine 5B (Joy O’Neill), Caspar 5B (Ramzey 
Fayad), Banjo 5C (Mr. Nicho), Ellie 5B (Stacey Valentinis), Amelie 5B (Student 1), 
Finn 5C (Student 2), Minty 6A (Student 3) and Gil 6A (Narrator). 
 
A huge thank you to Ms S and Claire for their incredible organisation and coordination of the entire production 
from start to finish. Their level of commitment to making this a memorable event for families cannot be overstated. 
 
Thank you to all other staff who attended to support through various roles. We are incredibly fortunate as a school 
to have such dedicated staff who consistently go above and beyond to ensure our students have the most 
memorable experiences of primary school. 
 
Thank you also to our amazing parents, carers, family and friends who came along to support our students. It was 
wonderful to see so many grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins and friends come along as extended members of 
our school community. 
 
Changes to Digital Device Use 
From 2027, the Victorian Government is introducing changes to the use of digital devices for students from Prep to 
Grade 6.  Under the new guidelines, schools: 
 

• will no longer invite families to purchase or bring their own digital devices to use at school for Prep to Grade 6 

• will follow new recommended digital device times, including minimal device time for Prep to Grade 2; and a 
maximum of 90 minutes per day for grades 3 to 6. 

 

This means our current BYOD program for Grades 4-6 will be phased out from 2027. Instead, we will provide class 
sets of digital devices for use by students. Students who have been using BYO devices prior to 2027 will be able to 
continue to bring their devices to school. This means that for our current Grade 3 students, the BYOD program and 
information night scheduled for next week will proceed as planned. 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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While we already took a balanced approach to the use of digital devices as a tool to support learning, we will 
conduct an audit to ensure our current practices align with the new recommended time limits. 
 

Students with a disability who use a digital device as a reasonable adjustment are exempt from these changes. 
 

These changes are intended to support families with cost-of-living pressures and reduced student screen time. 
You can read more about the changes on the Department’s website: Digital Learning: Policy. 
 
Bell Blitz 
Last Sunday, a small but dedicated and hard-working group came along to progress the development of our new 
Indigenous Biodiversity Garden at the front of the gym.  
 

Thank you to the following students, staff, parents/carers and extended community members for generously giving 
your time and energy: 
 

Gemma, Trevor, Will, Bea and Esther; Ciannon and Jo; Julie; Ellie; Aaron; Angus, Maggie and Rose; 
Nicola and Harriet; Dusty and Ngiya; Nic; Megan; Denise, Luke and Cillian; Fairlie and Winter; Jude, 
Hamish and Jules; Hamish; Ivy, Tim and Bruce; Tina; Mr. Nicho; Brett, Eddie and Lewis. 

 

     
 

It is exciting to see this new space taking shape. As part of the next stage, all classes will have an opportunity to 
actively contribute through a school wide planting day next week. 
 

A special thank you to Trevor and Gemma for feeding the crew. 
 
Grade 6 Camp  
The Grade 6s returned last Friday from their four days at Camp Jungai in Rubicon.  
 

Day One began with students embracing the full camping experience: hiking with their camping gear, cooking their 
own food, setting up and sleeping in tents.   
 

During the week, students were involved in a range of adventure activities including high ropes and raft building, 
developing their collaborative and communication skills and individual persistence and resilience.  Students also 
participated in a range of nature art and First Nations cultural activities, learning about our waterways, boomerang 
throwing and experiencing various kinds of bush tucker. 
 

David also made his way up to share in the camp festivities and silent disco with students on the Wednesday night. 
 

A huge thank you to our staff, Josh, Stacey and Sarah, and parent helpers Mark and Anton, for supporting our 
students during their time away. Thank you to Dave for giving our Grade 6s one last silent disco! 
 
Bell Babies! 
We are thrilled to share the wonderful news that Sarah and Josh are expecting their first child early 
next year.  A big congratulations also to Rosie, and her partner Matt, who are likewise expecting their 
first child in the new year.  We’re so excited for both families and wish them all the very best as they 
prepare to welcome their little ones! 
 
Emma Heywood 
Principal 
  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/digital-learning/policy


Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P3 

2025 / 2026 Calendars 
 

October 2025 
Tue 21: Gr5 Yarning Conference $31 
Tue 21: Gr3 BYOD Info Session, online 
Thu 23: Gr6 Northcote HS Public Speaking $0 
Fri 24: Biodiversity Garden Planting Day 
Fri 24: International Day of Climate Action 
Tue 28: 2026 Prep Parent/Carer Information Evening #1 
 (online, 6.00) 
Wed 29: Gr5 Celebration of Learning 

Thu 30: School Review Stakeholder Focus Group 
 (online, 6.00) 
Fri 31: World Teacher’s Day 
 

November 2025 
Mon 3: Common Professional Practice Day (Pupil-Free) 
Tue 4: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Wed 5: 2026 Prep Optional Transition Session 
 (9.30-10.30, parents/carers to remain onsite) 
Mon 10: Prep Celebration of Learning 
Wed 12: 2026 Prep Transition Session #1 
 (drop off 9.30; pick up 11.00) 
Fri 14: Gr6 Coburg High School Excursion $0 
Tue 18: Gr4 Celebration of Learning 
Tue 18: Gr5 Camp Info Session, 5pm, online 
Wed 19: 2026 Prep Transition Session #2 
 (drop off 9.30; pick up 11.00) 
Tue 25: Funkey Music EOY Concert, LC 
Wed 26: 2026 Prep Transition Session #3 
 (drop off 9.30; pick up 11.00) 
 

December 2026 
Mon 1-Wed 3: Gr5 Camp Anglesea $472 
Tue 2: 2026 Prep Parent/Carer Information Evening #2 
 (Bell PS Learning Centre, 6.00) 
Wed 3: Gr3 Celebration of Learning 
Wed 3: 2026 Prep Transition Session #4 
 (drop off 9.30; pick up 11.00) 
Wed 3: International Day of People with Disabilities 
Fri 5: 2026 Prep Starting School Information 
 will be made available on Compass 
Tue 9: Statewide Gr6 to Yr7 Transition Day 
Tue 9: 2026 Prep Families Optional Welcome BBQ 
 (4.00-6.00, Bell PS – location tba) 
Thu 11: Gr1 Celebration of Learning 
Thu 11: Gr3-6 Swimming Carnival 
Fri 12: Gr6 Luna Park Excursion 
Thu 18: Gr6 Graduation Night 
Fri 19: Final day Term 4 – 1.30pm dismissal 
 
 
 

January 2026 
Tue 27: Statewide Curriculum Day – Grade 1-6 

families welcome to drop in to their new 
classrooms between 2.40-3.30 

Wed 28: Grades 1-6 return 

Wed 28: Prep Drop In Day (scheduled times only) 
Thu 29: Prep Group A commence 

Fri 30: Prep Group B commence 
 

February 2026 
Mon 2: All Preps commence 
Wed 4: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 11: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 18: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 25: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
 
**Prep students attend on only one of the Wednesdays in 
February, at the time scheduled for their Prep Entry 
Assessment** 
 

 

 
 

 

  

Anybody Up For 
Some Book 
Covering? 

 

If you have a little spare time 
you would like to fill in doing 
something helpful, creative 
and very much appreciated, 

please drop by the office 
anytime between 8.00-4.30 
and collect a pile of books to 

cover. 
 

As soon as they are covered, 
they will be available for our 
students to borrow and read. 

 

Thanking you in advance. 
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From the Office #1: 
 

Office Hours: 8.00am – 4.30pm 
Lu Paglia, Business Manager: School Council, Finance, Fundraising Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 

Jo Taylor, Finance Administration: Events, Payments Mon, Wed, Fri 

Tania Levens, Administration: Newsletter, Facilities, OHS Tue – Fri 

Jessie Storm, Student Administration: Enrolments, Medical, Compass Mon – Fri 

   

☺ Please email Newsletter items directly to Tania at bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au ☺ 
 
 
 
 

Update: SSB Use for School Activities 
 
The Department has finalised the transfer of SSB funds to schools for allocation to events.  Any new events will 
now automatically have SSB applied before you give consent, UNLESS you have notified Jo Taylor that you would 
like to save it for future Camp payment. 
 

 

 
 
 

TeamKids: 
 
To enquire about enrolling your child/ren into TeamKids for Before or After School Care, or any Curriculum Day or 
Holiday Program, please make initial contact at either www.teamkids.com.au or 1300 035 000. 
 
 
 

Bell PS Uniforms 
 

1. NEW Bell PS uniforms can always be purchased from PSW. 
2. SECOND-HAND Uniforms can be purchased from our Second-Hand Uniform Shop (far side of the basketball 

court) run by two fantastic family volunteers twice per week – Wednesday mornings around drop-off time and 
Friday afternoons from 3:15-3:45. Don’t forget your gold coins – no credit or credit card facility is available. 

 
 
 

Late Arrivals, Early Departures + Authorised Pick-ups 
 

Don’t forget to come through the front office before going to the classroom for any late arrivals (after 9am) or early 
departures (before 3:30pm). Your child must be signed in/out on the Compass Kiosk and the corresponding card 
should be taken to give to your child’s teacher, indicating that you have completed the arrival/departure process.  
 

** CHILDREN ARRIVING LATE MUST BE WALKED TO THEIR CLASSROOM BY A PARENT/CARER ** 
 

If your child will be collected early for any reason by someone who is not their legal guardian, the school office 
must be informed in advance as your child cannot be signed out in these instances without authorisation from a 
parent/carer.            

mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.teamkids.com.au/
https://www.psw.com.au/schools/bell-primary-school-preston.html
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From the Office #2: 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Please see the Community tab on our website for details on activities offered both after school and/or 
during school time in Room 18 + 19 – always make direct contact with the provider: 

 

Keyboard : Guitar : Violin : Ukelele : Singing : Dancing : Computer Programming 
 

           

 
 
 

Working With Children Checks 
 

Parents/carers who intend to participate in any volunteering with the 
school (eg reading, excursion support, etc) must hold a current Working 
With Children Check card. Even if you don’t have your name down for any 
volunteering on the immediate horizon, we strongly suggest applying for a WWCC as soon as 
possible- a Volunteer WWCC is free! List Bell Primary on your WWCC application and we will automatically receive 
a copy in the mail for our records, or you can supply your card to the front office for us to add to our parent/carer 
register. If you are a current VIT card holder, you can provide to the office in lieu of a WWCC.  
 

NB- if you are volunteering with activities onsite that don’t involve working directly with students (eg organising 
resources, fundraising stall set-up, etc), you must still hold a valid WWCC and supply it to the office.  
 

Click here to apply for a WWCC.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All school volunteers must also have completed the OHS Volunteer 
Induction process, and returned the Induction Checklist to the office,  

to be able to volunteer. 
 
 

Lost Library Book Procedure 
 

If your child has lost a school library book, please follow the steps below:  
 

1. On the Qkr! app, select Bell Primary School -> Payments -> Lost library book 

2. Make a payment of $5 per lost book  

3. Email a screenshot of your receipt and child’s name to bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

4. School staff will then remove the lost/overdue book from your child’s library account  

  

https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/page/200/External-Providers
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.service.vic.gov.au%2Fservices%2Fworking-with-children&data=05%7C02%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca2dc5f438f6d4a97ec4e08dd52031806%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638756895413322202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y6HAc%2BPnJ5iL54o%2FA%2B4wCMw7dUFCcTJ9soS3oINN8PA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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From the Clubs Team – Term 4: 
 

Monday 

First Break:  No Clubs this break 
Second Break: 
Drawing Club for Grades 1 and 2 in the Art Room with Julia 

 

Tuesday 

First Break: 
S.A.U. (Student Activist Union) (interactive) with the Sustainability Leaders and Ivy in the 
Library 
Just Dance Kids for Grades P-2 in Room 12 - 2A with Kerry 
Second Break: 
Green Thumbs Club - please meet Julie at the Shed (weeks 1-5) 
Mindfulness Club for Grades 3 and 4 in Learning Centre Room 4 with Ms T and Athena 

 

Wednesday 

First Break:  No Clubs this break 
Second Break: 
Writing Club for all year levels in the Prep B classroom in the Learning Centre with Nicki 
Robotics Club for Grade 5s in the STEAM Room with Mollie 

 

Thursday 

First Break:  No Clubs this break 
Second Break: 
News Reporter Club with Miss M and Mr Lakin upstairs in the main building with selected 
Grade 6 students (even weeks) 
Drama Club for Grades 5 -6 upstairs in the main building with Miss M (odd weeks) 

 

Friday 

First Break: 
Open Mic Club for Grades 3 and 4 in the Music Room with Ms S 
Soccer Club for Grade Preps in the Gym with Josh 
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Grade 6 Camp Newsletter by Nao, Xavier + Clem: 
 

Day 1 
After a two hour drive to Camp Jungai, we had a warm welcome from Auntie and the 
camp staff. We started off by packing the hiking bags that the camp provided for us. 
Then we started walking towards a field of grass where we met up with the other 
groups. We started to settle in, set up our tents and play some games. Four selected 
students from each group made our dinner - gnocchi. There were three groups: 
Gangerlangers - Group 1, Tim Tams - Group 2, and Monster Trucks - Group 3. After 
dessert, Oreos and marshmallows, it took a while for everyone to settle down and go 
to sleep. The grade sixes were all excited for the first full day of Camp Jungai. 
 

Day 2 
After everyone woke up, we raced to have breakfast. After breakfast, we all got ready 
to hike back to camp. Once we were there, we got into our cabins and got dressed for 
our activities. We did high ropes, bush craft and raft building. They were all fun and we 
all got wet. For lunch we had baked potatoes, for dinner we had a pasta bake with 
garlic bread, and for dessert we had apple crumble with custard.  
 

Day 3 
Everyone woke up and got prepared for the last full day of camp. In the morning and 
early afternoon, we did some activities which included things like canoeing, boomerang 
painting/throwing, bushcraft, nature art and more. For lunch we had bread rolls, for 
dinner we had roast chicken and vegetables, and for dessert we had chocolate mousse 
with cream. Later on in the evening, we had Dave Hall join us for a Silent Disco which 
everyone loved.  After that, Mark came in and sang some songs and played the ukulele. 
After all that fun, everyone went back to their cabins and got ready for their last sleep 
of camp in Primary School. 
 

Day 4  
We did one last main activity but after that we played some Indigenous games. For 
lunch we had burgers and finally we got on the bus and went home. 
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School Production Photo Gallery: 
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Sustainability Team: 
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From the FUNdraising Team: 
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! Bell Spotlight ! 
 

 
 
 

Meet Julie Waugh, 1C Classroom Teacher 
 
What do you love the most about being a teacher at Bell?  
I love how kind, inquisitive, enthusiastic and sincere the students of Bell are. 
 
What is your ideal holiday and why? 
Camping in a forest by a beach because I love being in nature and swimming in the ocean, 
or spending time in the bush on Boandik land because it helps me feel more connected to 
my family’s past. 
 
What do you like to do in your spare time? 

Apart from spending time with my family, I most love to spend my time in the garden. I love growing vegetables, 
flowers and natives, and I even love composting. I also enjoy swimming and singing in a choir.  
 
What made you want to be a teacher? 

I absolutely loved primary school when I was a kid and I wanted to be a part of helping other children to have a 
positive empowering experience of school too.  
 
 
 
 
 

From the Sports Department:  
 
On Wednesday, we had our biggest Bell team to date 
head out to the Regional Athletics Carnival at 
Meadowglen Athletics Track. 
 
This is a massive achievement, and all the students 
should be incredibly proud of their efforts - I know the 
whole Bell community is. Congratulations to Olive 
from Grade 4; Amelie, Jude, Finn and Izzy from Grade 
5 and Jack, Fergus, Ave, Phoenix, Hazel and Ngiya 
from Grade 6.  
 
A special mention to Rani from Grade 5 who came 
first in the Under 10 High Jump and has progressed 
through to the State Athletic Championships in 
November at Lakeside Stadium.   
 
Josh Grogan 
PE Teacher 
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For the Bell Community:  
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Secondary Education Guide 

To assist your decision making in relation to your child's education for 2026 and beyond,  
please find below a link to the November 2025 edition of the Secondary Education Guide: 

https://victoriaschoolguides.starcommunity.com.au/secondary-education-november/ 
 

 

                                     

                           

                                   

                                                                                   

                                                                                     
                                               

                                                                                    
                                                         

                                                                                   

                                                 

                     

                                                   

                                                                                

                                               

                                               

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.secondstreetapp.com%2Fm_c_t%2F61791888%2F177337405&data=05%7C02%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7156b749f869489aa73608de0d10086c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638962559666284587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ETYbNr65%2FiDV9Zz8qTNEEYmPqm9tfzBJvfs%2BROi39vw%3D&reserved=0

