
 

Bell PS Newsletter 22 October 2020 
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Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Emma Heywood 

 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 
Current COVID Safe Arrangements 
A big thank you to parents and carers for your support at the start and end of the day in terms of keeping within 
the allocated times and not congregating at the gates. I know it is sometimes difficult not to stop and chat as we 
are such a close and connected community. When there is a need to chat in small groups, I ask everyone to move 
well away from the school boundaries to maintain physical spacing and help with the general flow around the 
school gates. 
 
The high level of independence and resilience shown by the students has been outstanding and we are very proud 
of the way the children have embraced the current on-site arrangements implemented to keep everyone COVID 
safe. Temporary adjustments include: the staggered start/finish times, different breaks time for P-2 and Grades 3-
6, restrictions mixing with other grades and the most important - hygiene practices (washing/sanitising hands, 
sneezing/coughing etiquette, etc). 
 
COVID Update-Letter to the Community 
Please note the important Compass newsfeed sent this morning outlining the facts about the current COVID 
outbreak in the northern suburbs. This is a timely reminder to be alert for any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-
19), and get tested if you or any of your families members are feeling unwell. Once more, I can assure everyone 
that Bell PS is COVID free, and we will continue to implement all the required safety protocols to do our best to 
protect the school community. 
 
Book Week 
Please scroll down for a snapshot of the Book Week activities the literacy team have organised. Whilst the initiatives 
this year had to be modified due to restrictions, it was wonderful to have some classroom fun and celebrate books, 
reading and a general love of literature.  
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
A reminder that approximately 110 families were sent an email yesterday linking them to the Department’s Parent 
Opinion Survey. This annual survey provides valuable feedback about our school and helps us target potential areas 
for future improvement, as well as celebrating some of the positives that parents/carers identify.  
 
The families involved in this year’s survey were randomly selected like every year, however with a school review 
scheduled for early next year, there will be an opportunity for all families to provide their reflections in the coming 
weeks. This is an important part of the school’s pre-review self-evaluation process as we prepare for the formal 
review in Term 1 2021. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
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From the Office: 
 

 

Important Dates 
 

OCTOBER 2020 
 Fri 23: AFL Grand Final PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 Thu 29: Mango orders close @ 4pm today 

 Thu 29: School Council Meeting @ 7pm 

NOVEMBER 2020 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 Thu 5: Confirmed Photo Day 

 Fri 13: Sales for Bell Family Cookbook open in Qkr! 

 Thu 26: School Council Meeting @ 7pm 

 Mon 30 – Wed 2: Proposed Grade 6 Camp tbc 

 

DECEMBER 2020 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Mon 7-Wed 9:   Proposed Grade 5 Camp tbc 

 Mon 7 – Fri 11: Mangoes delivered sometime this week 

 Thu 10: School Council Meeting @ 7pm tbc 

 Fri 11: Bell Family Cookbook available to collect @ Bell 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 
 

 

Arriving Late?  Leaving Early?  Don’t touch Compass! 
The ONLY thing we need you to do is either sign in late at the office (WITH YOUR CHILD), 

or sign out early at the office (YOUR CHILD WILL MEET YOU THERE). 

Emailing the teacher to advise details is totally optional. 

 
 

Curriculum Day (26.10.20) Postponed 
Our last school based Curriculum Day was scheduled for Monday 26 October, with staff participating in the final 
professional learning workshop about the Berry Street Educational Model.  Due to COVID restrictions, the Berry 
Street providers are unable to deliver the workshop in an effective way to our staff, plus the other two schools 
involved. 
 

Our final Curriculum Day will be pushed back to late November and I will confirm the exact date once officially 
approved by School Council. 
 
 

Student Medication – Urgent Reminder 
If your child took home any school-based medication before the COVID-19 closure, it is essential you send it back 
to the school office with your child URGENTLY.  Also, if you have received an email or phone call regarding expired 
medication and/or medication plans, these need to be updated and also URGENTLY returned to the school office. 

 
 

Classroom Cuisine – On-line Lunch Orders  
 

They’re back for Term 4!!!   
 

 

IMPORTANT:  2021 Prep Enrolments 
 

If you have a child commencing school at Bell Primary in 2021, you will need to complete a 

Student Enrolment Form which you can download from our new school website located at 

www.bellps.vic.edu.au and click on the big, purple circle. 
 

As we move closer to the end of year, and for organizational purposes, we would like to have 

forms submitted via email as soon as possible. 
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Uniform News: 
 
 

New Uniform Purchases: 
 

Please order through the PSW website and they can deliver to your door (or wherever else suits you). 

 Bell PS School Uniforms:   www.psw.com.au 
 
 
 
 

Second Hand Uniform Shop: 
 

Our two extremely helpful volunteers, Nicole and Kim, are happy to re-open on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings at this stage, albeit with the following strict rules.  Give us a ring and book in!!! 
 

 Bookings by appointment only – 9480 5622 

 Must sign in and out at the school office 

 Open Monday + Wednesday mornings only 

 Strictly no walk ups or drop ins 

 One person in the Shop per booking 

 Cash only (small denominations preferred) – no credit cards 
 
 
 
 

From the JSC: 
 

Footy Day & Disco: 
 

What:  Wear your favourite footy colours 
When:  Friday 30 October 
Why:  For fun - and to raise money for the ‘State School Relief’ 
 (gold coin donation if you are able) 
 
 

Donations Needed: 
 

JSC would like to create a temporary art/nature installation.  We will be collecting: 
 

 Old shoes 

 Succulent clippings 
 

If you are able to donate either of these items, please ask your child to take the donation  
to their classroom where they will collected by JSC members.  Thank you. 
 
 

  

http://www.psw.com.au/
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From the Fundraising Crew: 
 

2020 Bell Family Cookbook: 
 
There is still time to pick up a ‘Standard Cover’ Cookbook for $35.00.  Sales remain open on Qkr!   
  
Thank you to all the families who purchased a ‘Customised Cover’ Cookbook – the designers have started work on 
them and they look brilliant! 
 
The Bell Family Cookbook makes the perfect Christmas present for grandparents, family, neighbours and friends – 
jump onto Qkr! now to purchase an extra copy or two. 
 
For any questions you may have about the cookbooks, please send them through to bellcookbook2020@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Last Call for Mango Orders: 
 

Orders close next THURSDAY 29 OCTOBER!!! 
 
How to Order: 
 

 Bell Families – please order through Qkr! only 

 Non-Bell Families (ie: neighbours, family, friends etc) – order through the Eventbrite Link below: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2020-mango-fundraiser-bell-primary-school-tickets-
121456851713?fbclid=IwAR2AbbgEecSk9ulY0xvbz2YBfC6Wji9waZ6aPtT4Tsw28gpBjIMDGO3skKk 

 

Cost: $28 per tray (Each tray is approximately 7kg of mangoes. The number of mangoes per tray 
depends on the size of the fruit and may vary from 12 large mangoes up to 23 small 
mangoes). 

 

Delivery: Will be confirmed a few days prior, but expected to be 7-11 December 2020. Please note 
this is subject to the farm/courier and out of our control . 

 

Orders close: 4.00pm on Thursday 29 October. 
 

Collection: From Bell PS (or local to) depending on COVID restrictions. 
 

Queries: Please contact bellpsmangoes@gmail.com 
 
 

Fundraising Email Address: 

We have a new email address for all things fundraising. If you want to contact the fundraising team, please 
email us at bellprimaryfundraising@gmail.com  
 
 
Thanks, 
The Bell FUNdraising Team 
bellprimaryfundraising@gmail.com 
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From the Library: 
 

Library Grand Opening! 
 

On Monday to launch Book Week we had a Grand Opening Ceremony for our new and improved Bell Primary School 
Library. All classes were able to join via video conference and it was also recorded for families to watch. You can 
check it out here:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cg4Dh2AevMrVZnQd8LyVe0hTbkQUYGpi/view?usp=sharing 
 
The School Captains have been hard at work creating a series of videos for our new library. You can take a virtual 
tour of the library here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/12MSY1Or8WXEHZK_CIZJXDfXTn4wXEJSh/view?usp=sharing 
 
All classes have been booked in to explore the library for a session this week and the School Captains are hard at 
work creating some ‘how to’ videos for both teachers and students so we will be ready to start borrowing soon. It 
has been exciting to see classes going through there this week and enjoying this great new space. 
 
Lisa McLeish 
Literacy & Numeracy Learning Specialist 
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For the Community: 
 

CROSSING SUPERVISORS & PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
 

Now that all primary schools kids have returned to school, Darebin’s crossing 
supervisors are back at work and excited to see you and your kids again after such a 
long break. Please say hi to them when you get a chance. 
 

Council staff have begun to enforce parking restrictions to keep everyone safe on 
their way to and from school, in line with advice from the Government. We’re 
policing restrictions around schools from now on, so please obey the signs, use the 
Kiss and Go areas, and keep everyone safe.  
 

Sue Wilkinson  
CEO 
City of Darebin 
 


