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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From our Principal: 
 
COVID-19 Reminder 
Thank you to families who have contacted the school when their child has tested positive to COVID. The Department 
still recommends that families inform the school and keep their child/ren home for at least five days after the onset 
of symptoms and/or a positive test. Children need to stay home longer if symptoms remain after the recommended 
isolation period. 
 

It is difficult to determine how much COVID is in our community but it is clearly prevalent to some degree. This 
means we all need to remain vigilant with the measures in place to keep everyone as healthy as possible; in 
particular, those with medical vulnerabilities.  
 
Sign up for the Bell Blitz 
Details of the next working bee were sent out on Wednesday via a separate Compass Newsfeed. The Infrastructure 
and Sustainability teams are hoping to see a strong turnout to finish work on garden beds and the tree planting 
projects. If you can spare an hour or so, or stay the entire time, there is plenty of weeding, mulching and edging to 
do on Saturday 11 November.  Please RSVP HERE to help make the day run as smoothly as possible. There will be 
a BBQ and drinks for those in attendance and, as the work is low level, children are more than welcome to help. 
 
House Talent Quest 
The House Captains’ latest initiative was a huge success yesterday, enabling many students of all ages to showcase 
their special performance in front of their House mates. Judging was tough but a small number of acts from each 
House have been selected to perform for the whole school at the World’s Greatest Shave on Friday 10 November 
where everyone is welcome. Look out for the separate Compass Newsfeed containing lots of photos of the 
performances from each House Talent Quest, but here are a few photos from Pink Robins! 
 

   
 
ToMs 
Congratulations to Team 2 who did an amazing job ‘challenging the world’ at the International Tournament of Minds 
Competition last week.  Scroll down to page 6 for lots of articles and photos! 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://forms.gle/2HVydVvVBRpUtT3o7
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
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Leaving Bell in 2024? 
If any families are intending to leave the school, I ask that they contact the office as soon as they can to assist us 
with decisions on class structures and next year’s staffing profile. We understand there are many reasons why 
families move on and always appreciate early communication when possible. 
 
Pupil Free Day before Melbourne Cup 
A Pupil Free Day will be held on Monday 6 November where teachers will work on the end of year student 
assessment and reporting process. 
 

OSHClub will run a service for the day if enrolments justify a program for those families not in a position to have an 
extended weekend. 
 
David Twite  
Principal  
 
 
 

From our Assistant Principal: 
 
We are undertaking a review of our reporting cycle that informs and engages parents and carers in their child's 
learning. 
 
For parents/carers of students in the middle-senior years, you will recall that a similar survey was conducted at the 
end of 2019. Based on the feedback from the school community, parents/carers community, teachers and students, 
a number of strengths and areas for adjustment were identified. Subsequently both minor and major changes have 
been strategically implemented between 2020-2023, including but not limited to:  
 
• Information nights scheduled for earlier in Term 1 with administration reminders removed. This has enabled 

teaching teams to focus on sharing relevant teaching and learning or year level specific information. 
Administration reminders are now documented, sent out via Compass Newsfeed annually and available on the 
website.  

• Semester reports now sent out at the end of Term 2 instead of early term 3. Adjustments to Specialist comment 
areas and inclusion of effort/behaviour scales for each area.  

• Term 3 student led conferences were replaced by a Parent/Carer-Teacher Conference. Student led conferences 
evolved into Celebrations of Learning, enabling termly opportunities for students to share their learning with 
parents/carers in a more structured way.  

• Blogs were strategically abandoned and Parent/Carer Learning Support documents implemented to keep 
parents/carers connected with the learning happening in the classroom each Term, including provision of 
suggestions to support learning at home.  

 
As all changes have now been implemented, we are once again seeking feedback to identify and further refine, and 
ensure our whole school approaches are meeting the needs of all members of our school community- 
parents/carers, teachers and students. 
 
While there are additional and more individualised communication processes between school and home, this 
survey is solely focused on our whole-school processes.  
 
The survey will take approximately 10-20 minutes to complete and will close on Friday 3 November.  
 
https://forms.gle/vy7F5JFXhLPap437A  
 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal 
 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fvy7F5JFXhLPap437A&data=05%7C01%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8e536e8bcfd6457ff7bd08dbcb7988c7%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638327495075012855%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sLAJkDbns0hxdbBKNRHxTwAKB9Cte7SHJJR6UJUcd9o%3D&reserved=0
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2023 Bell PS Calendar:  
 

Enter dates to remember in your diary, or take a screenshot each week for quick reference! 
 

 

OCTOBER 2023 

• Fri 27: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Tue 31: Prep 2024 Parent/Carer Info Evening #1, 6pm 
(School Operations, Q+A online) 

 

NOVEMBER 2023 

• Fri 3: ‘Reporting Cycle’ Parent Survey Closes 

• Fri 3: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Mon 6: **Pupil Free Day** 

• Tue 7: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

• Wed 8: Prep 2024 Optional Transition Session 
(9.30-10.30 : parents/carers remain onsite) 

• Fri 10: World’s Greatest Shave Event 

• Fri 10: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Sat 11: Bell Working Bee, 9am-12pm 

• Mon 13: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT: 
*Grade 6 Set for Secondary Online Sessions $13* 

• Wed 15: Prep 2024 Transition #1, 9.30-11.00 
(parents/carers to drop off and return) 

• Wed 15: Grade 6 Parents Online Webinar #1 

• Wed 15: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT: 
*Grade 6 Graduation Dance Sessions $26* 

• Thu 16: Grade 1 Celebration of Learning 

• Thu 16: Grade 3 Celebration of Learning 

• Thu 16: Grade 6 Set for Secondary Online Session #1 

• Fri 17: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #1 

• Fri 17: Grades 3-6 Swimming Carnival, Oakpark 

• Fri 17: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Wed 22: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT: 
*Grade 2 TaskWorks Incursion $17* 

• Wed 22: Prep 2024 Transition #2, 9.30-11.00 
(parents/carers to drop off and return) 

• Wed 22: Grade 6 Parents Online Webinar #2 

• Thu 23: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #2 

• Thu 23: Grade 6 Set for Secondary Online Session #2 

• Fri 24: Grade 2 TaskWorks Incursion 

• Fri 24: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Tue 28: Whole School Transition #1/3 

• Wed 29: Prep 2024 Transition #3, 9.30-11.00 
(parents/carers to drop off and return) 

• Wed 29 – Fri 1 Dec: Grade 4 Anglesea Camp 

• Wed 29: Grade 6 Parents Online Webinar #3 

• Thu 30: Grade 6 Set for Secondary Online Session #3 
 

DECEMBER 2023 

• Fri 1: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #3 

• Fri 1: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Tue 5: Whole School Transition #2/3 

• Tue 5: Prep 2024 Parent/Carer Info Evening #2, 6pm 
(A Day in the Life of a Prep, Q+A Face to Face, LC) 

• Wed 6: Prep 2024 Transition #4, 9.30-11.00 
(parents/carers to drop off and return) 

• Wed 6: Funkey Music EOY Concert, Learning Centre 

• Thu 7-Fri 8: Grade 3 School Sleepover 

• Fri 8: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #4 

• Fri 8: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Mon 11: Grade 6 Kids Helpline Transition Session 

• Mon 11: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT: 
 *Grade 6 Luna Park Big Day Out $49* 

• Tue 12: Whole School Transition #3/3 

• Tue 12: Statewide Year 67 Transition 

• Tue 12: Optional Welcome BBQ for Prep 2024 Families 
(4.00pm-6.00pm) 

• Thu 14: Grade 6 Luna Park Big Day Out 

• Fri 15: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #5 

• Fri 15: School Assembly (weather permitting) 3pm 

• Mon 18: Grade 6 Colour Run + Picnic 

• Tue 19: Grade 6 Graduation, Northcote Theatre 
(doors open 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start) 

• Wed 20: Final Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 
 

 

2024 Dates so far… 
 

January 
▪ Mon 29: Statewide Pupil Free Day 
▪ Tue 30: Grades 1-6 First Day  
▪ Tue 30: Prep Drop In Day 
▪ Wed 31 + Thu 1 Feb: Prep Staggered Starts 

March 
▪ Mon 11: Labour Day Public Holiday 
▪ Thu 28: Last Day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 

April 
▪ Mon 15: First Day Term 2 
▪ Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

June 
▪ Mon 10: King’s Birthday Public Holiday 
▪ Fri 28: Last Day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
▪ Mon 15: First Day Term 3 

September 
▪ Fri 20: Last Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

October 
▪ Mon 7: First Day Term 4 

November 
▪ Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

December 
▪ Fri 20: Last Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 
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From the Admin Office: 
 

ADMINISTRATION STAFF: 
Lu Paglia: Business Manager (Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri)   :   Jo Taylor: Finance/Excursions (Mon/Wed/Fri) 

Tania Levens: Facilities/OHS/Communication (Tue-Fri)   :   Jessie Storm: Attendance/Enrolments/Medical (Mon-Fri) 
OFFICE HOURS:  8.00am – 4.30pm 

 

 
 

 

LATE ARRIVALS, EARLY DEPARTURES OR STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

1. Late Arrival:  ONLY enter this on the Compass Kiosk at the office on arrival. 

2. Early Departure:  ONLY enter this on the Compass Kiosk at the office on arrival. 

3. Whole Day Absence:  MUST be entered on your Compass Parent Portal either in 

advance, or on the day by clicking the absence SMS link. 

Please help the Admin Team out by NOT entering medical/dental appointments, etc, through your 
Compass Parent Portal – simply follow the early departure / late arrival procedure when you come in to 

drop off or collect your child. 
 
 
 

COVID Requirements Update 
As of July 10, Victorian schools are no longer required to keep records of student COVID cases, however the DET 
recommendation remains in place that any staff or students who test positive for COVID should stay home for five 
days minimum and only return to school when they are symptom-free. We kindly ask that you continue to inform 
office staff or your child’s teacher if your child tests positive for COVID. Free rapid antigen tests are still available at 

the front office.  Thank you for your continued co-operation. 
 

 
 

 

Bell PS Uniforms 
 

1. NEW Bell PS uniforms can always be purchased from PSW. 
 

2. SECOND-HAND Uniforms can be purchased from our Second Hand Uniform Shop run by a parent 
volunteer once per week.  The Shop will now be open by Carita every FRIDAY afternoon from 3.15-
3.45pm.  Don’t forget your gold coins – no credit or credit card facility is available. 

 
 

 
 
 
  EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Please see our website for details on these activities offered both after school and/or  

during school time in Room 14 – please make direct contact with the provider: 
 

Keyboard : Guitar : Violin : Ukelele : Singing : Dancing : Computer Programming : Sports 

https://www.psw.com.au/schools/bell-primary-school-preston.html
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/page/200/External-Providers
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From the JSC: 
 

Sponsor the Bell Shavers! 
 
On Friday 10 November, the Junior School Council of Bell will run a World’s 
Greatest Shave fundraising event to support the Leukaemia Foundation.   
 
Some brave students AND one teacher have signed up to shave their heads. 
These students have already raised more than $4,000 to support life-saving 
research and important health services for people affected by leukaemia! 

 
Our students would love your support. To donate to any student on the team you can follow the link here, or use 
the QR code to get to the Bell Team page and choose someone in the team to support.  
 
All students will be able to donate to the Leukaemia Foundation as we will have a gold-
coin donation Special Hair Day as part of our World’s Greatest Shave event on 
November 10. 
 
Get in touch with Claire (3C) or Hannah (1B) if you need further information. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
Claire, Hannah, and the Junior School Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/bellprimaryschool
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From the ToMs Team: 
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From the ICT Team: 
 

#2  Our Online Tracks 
As soon as you share the first photo of your child, you're establishing their digital footprint. As children get older 
and start creating their own content or engaging with others online, it's important for them to understand the 
tracks they're leaving behind - and what those tracks might reveal.  
 

 
 

Have a conversation with your family about the types of footprints we leave behind online.  

 
Parents and carers can help guide children to understand how their online image might be perceived, and towards 
creating the kind of footprint they can be proud of. 
 

The ICT Team  
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For the Bell Community: 
 

 



School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P10 
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Please click here for an information sheet from Griffith University titled: 
“Improving Access to Treatment for Children with Anxiety Disorders”. 

 
 

file://///4309AFS01/Users/00001%20My%20Documents/Bell%20Newsletters/2023/Aust%20Childhood%20Anxiety%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
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