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www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 

Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Emma Heywood 

 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From our Principal: 
 

Gym/Hall Re-Start 
It was a great relief to receive the news of a successful tender outcome for the completion of 
the gym/hall. I have no exact re-start or finish timeline other than a message from the VSBA 
advising the new contractor aims to set up as soon as practical. This means we should see a 
completion date sometime in the new year.  
 

I have a start-up meeting next week with the Project Managers and ACR3, the new builders, 
so hope to get a better sense of the program for the remaining scope of works then.  Once I have more information, 
I will provide details to everyone and we can start making plans for moving PE, Music and OSHClub into our new 
facility next year. 
 
Camp Adventures 
Grade 4s are having an amazing time at Anglesea despite the wet weather on 
Wednesday (day one). Weather on day two was better as it was dry and not too cold. A 
highlight so far is the bravery of many to go to the highest point on the giant swing, then 
plummet towards the ground and soar back into the sky. Special mention to Mr. Lakin 
who bravely went to the top after some loud chants from the students. Another worthy 
mention are the sing-a-longs started by parent camper Mark, which has morphed into 
bursts of traditional and newly composed camp songs at any time the group is together! 
The bush cooking has become a mix of collaboration and competition to make the 
perfect damper. Of course the bike riding on the tracks around the site is testing the 
skills of all riders - young and older.  
 

   
 

Similar to other camps, the instructors have been very impressed with the attitude and care every camper shows 
towards each other and the activities they are attempting. Manners and patience have been duly noted and we 
should be proud of the way the children represent their school and families.  
 
We look forward to heading home this afternoon with lots of stories to tell and memories of first camp experiences 
for a lifetime. 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
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The final layer of the Camping Program will occur at the end of next week when the Grade 3s have their sleepover 
at school. Whilst not quite as adventurous as a 3-day camp down at the beach, it is an important stepping stone 
towards the Grade 4, 5 and 6 camps when students reach the older year levels at Bell PS. 
 
Garden Bed Blitzes  
With about 30 cubic metres of bush mulch still to spread, we have scheduled some gardening sessions over the 
next few weeks on Wednesday and Friday afternoons. Scroll down to page 13 for more details from our 
Sustainability Leader, Ivy Callander. Come for an hour or more to help spruce up our garden beds and create some 
beautiful play spaces at the north and south ends of our school. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
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2023 Bell PS Calendar:  
 

Enter dates to remember in your diary, or take a screenshot each week for quick reference! 
 

 

DECEMBER 2023 

• Fri 1: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #3 

• Fri 1: School Assembly (weather permitting) 2.50pm 

• Mon 4: FINAL DAY COMPASS CONSENT ONLY: 
*All Grade 6 Preston HS Transition Visit $0* 

 

• Mon 4: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT: 
*Grade 3 Bounce + Sleepover* 

• Tue 5: Whole School Transition #2/3 

• Tue 5: Prep 2024 Parent/Carer Info Evening #2, 6pm 
(A Day in the Life of a Prep, Q+A Face to Face, LC) 

• Wed 6: Prep 2024 Transition #4, 9.30-11.00 
(parents/carers to drop off and return) 

• Wed 6: Funkey Music EOY Concert, Learning Centre 

• Thu 7: Gr6 Graduation Mementoes via Qkr! CLOSE 

• Thu 7-Fri 8: Grade 3 Bounce + School Sleepover 

• Thu 7: All Grade 6s - Preston HS Transition Visit 

• Fri 8: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #4 

• Fri 8: School Assembly (weather permitting) 2.50pm 

• Mon 11: Grade 6 Kids Helpline Transition Session 

• Mon 11: FINAL DAY COMPASS PAYMENT/CONSENT: 
 *Grade 6 Luna Park Big Day Out $49* 

• Tue 12: Whole School Transition #3/3 

• Tue 12: Statewide Year 67 Transition 

• Tue 12: Optional Welcome BBQ for Prep 2024 Families 
(4.00pm-6.00pm) 

• Wed 13: Grade 2 Celebration of Learning 

• Thu 14: Grade 6 Luna Park Big Day Out 

• Fri 15: Grade 6 Graduation Dance Session #5 

• Fri 15: School Assembly (weather permitting) 2.50pm 

• Mon 18: Grade 6 Colour Run + Picnic 

• Tue 19: Grade 6 Graduation, Northcote Theatre 
(doors open 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start) 

• Wed 20: Final Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 Dates so far…to help with your planning:  
 
 

January 
▪ Mon 29: Statewide Pupil Free Day 
▪ Tue 30: Grades 1-6 First Day  
▪ Tue 30: Prep Drop In Day 
▪ Wed 31: Prep Staggered Starts 

February 
▪ Thu 1: Prep Staggered Starts 
▪ Mon 20: District Swimming, Northcote Pool 

March 
▪ Mon 11: Labour Day Public Holiday 
▪ Thu 28: Last Day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 

April 
▪ Mon 15: First Day Term 2 
▪ Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

June 
▪ Mon 10: King’s Birthday Public Holiday 
▪ Fri 28: Last Day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 

July 
▪ Mon 15: First Day Term 3 

September 
▪ Fri 20: Last Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

October 
▪ Mon 7: First Day Term 4 
▪ Mon 21-Thu 24: Grade 6 Camp Jungai 

November 
▪ Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

December 
▪ Fri 20: Last Day Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 

 

2024 Swimming Lessons (exact dates to be confirmed): 
Grades 3-5:  Weeks 4, 5 + 6 of Term 1 

Grades Prep-2:  Weeks 2, 3 + 4 of Term 3 
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From the Admin Office: 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION STAFF: 
Lu Paglia: Business Manager (Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri)   :   Jo Taylor: Finance/Excursions (Mon/Wed/Fri) 

Tania Levens: Facilities/OHS/Communication (Tue-Fri)   :   Jessie Storm: Attendance/Enrolments/Medical (Mon-Fri) 
OFFICE HOURS:  8.00am – 4.30pm 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS PLEASE 
A reminder for parents/carers who are volunteering at school in any capacity, 

ie: parent reading, fundraising events, excursions, incursions, etc, please 

arrange a Working With Children Check and provide a copy to the office. 

 
 

LATE ARRIVALS, EARLY DEPARTURES OR STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

1. Late Arrival:  ONLY enter this on the Compass Kiosk at the office on arrival. 

2. Early Departure:  ONLY enter this on the Compass Kiosk at the office on arrival. 

3. Whole Day Absence:  MUST be entered on your Compass Parent Portal either in 

advance, or on the day by clicking the absence SMS link. 

Please help the Admin Team out by NOT entering medical/dental appointments, etc, through your 
Compass Parent Portal – simply follow the early departure / late arrival procedure when you come in to 

drop off or collect your child. 
 
 

COVID Requirements Update 
As of July 10, Victorian schools are no longer required to keep records of student COVID cases, however the DET 
recommendation remains in place that any staff or students who test positive for COVID should stay home for five 
days minimum and only return to school when they are symptom-free. We kindly ask that you continue to inform 
office staff or your child’s teacher if your child tests positive for COVID. Free rapid antigen tests are still available at 

the front office.  Thank you for your continued co-operation. 
 
 

Bell PS Uniforms 
 

1. NEW Bell PS uniforms can always be purchased from PSW. 
 

2. SECOND-HAND Uniforms can be purchased from our Second Hand Uniform Shop 
run by a parent volunteer once per week.  The Shop will now be open by Carita every 
FRIDAY afternoon from 3.15-3.45pm.  Don’t forget your gold coins – no credit or 
credit card facility is available. 

 

  

https://www.psw.com.au/schools/bell-primary-school-preston.html
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From School Council:  
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For ALL 2024 Families:  
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From the Grade 6 Team: 

Over the last few weeks, the Year 6s have been studying Economics.  As part of their learning they had to create 
goods or services to sell at a market stall. Their Prep buddies were the target audience. Year 6s had to do some 
market research into products the Preps would be keen consumers of, decide on various advertising campaigns and 
the presentation of their stall to draw their buddies to their stalls. Year 6s had to make their own product or service 
– which they did amazingly! 
 

Regardless of the rain, the show went on.  Students set up their bright and colourful stores in the OSH Club room, 
hallway, library and outdoor walkways. The Preps were so excited to receive their Dollar Bucks and spend big! It 
was wonderful to see Year 6 parents come along and share in the joy! We definitely have a few up and coming 
entrepreneurs in our midst – well done Year 6s. 
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From the Music Department: 
 

SENIOR VOCAL ENSEMBLE - LUNCHTIME CONCERT 
 
Students from Prep through to Grade 6 were treated to a wonderful Lunchtime 
Concert by the Senior Vocal Ensemble in the Music Room last week. The students in the 
ensemble performed all the songs they have been working on during the year and made 
even more new fans! Rock on legends!  
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From the Sports Department:  
 
3-6 SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
 
On Friday the 17th of November, the Grade 3 to 6 students headed out to Oakpark Swimming Pool for Bell’s 3rd 
Annual Swimming Carnival. The day was a fantastic celebration of school spirit and students having a go. I was 
delighted to see how many students were confident enough to put their hand up to have a go at a 50m race and 
the support students had for their peers, regardless of their grade.  
 
The quote of the day was from a grade 3 student who had just got to the 
bottom of the water slide overheard saying to their friend “This is the 
best day of my life!”. 
 
This is what the Swimming Carnival at Bell has always aimed to do. Offer 
a chance to build on school and house pride, give all students an 
opportunity to participate in a level of aquatic event or activity, and 
above all be FUN.  
 
I would like to thank leadership, teachers and education support staff 
who made this event possible and such a successful day for all.  A special 
thank you to the parents who gave up their time to support the event by 
timing at the finish line, handing out ribbons or cheering non-stop for all 
the students on the day. It has been amazing having the community back 
involved with school events and supporting these programs.  
 
Finally, a big congratulations to Crocodile house who ended the Carnival 
in first place with 145 points. GO CROCS! 
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From the Specialist Team:  
 
 

SPECIALIST AWARD 
 

The Specialist Award winners for this fortnight are… 

1C!! 
A big CONGRATULATIONS to 1C.  They have been showing Curiosity by 

thinking deeper and asking great questions about their learning. 
 

Great work 1C! 
 

The Specialist Team, 
Josh, Ms S, Miss Corinne and Professoressa Sam 
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For Grade 6 Families:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 6 Parents – Compass Reminder 
Please start thinking about printing off any school 

reports or documents you wish to keep as your 
Grade 6 child will no longer have a Bell Compass 
Account after the last day of school this year. 
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From the Sustainability Team: 
 

WEEKDAY WORKING BEES… 
 

In a final push to finish the work we’ve been doing around the grounds before the end of the year, we are holding 
weekdays working bees over the next two weeks!  
 

Working Bees will occur at the following times: 
 

Day Time Dates Captains Meeting place 

Wednesday 
afternoon 

2:30pm – 4:30pm 6/12 and 13/12 Bonnie Grant and 
Libby Owens 

Basketball court 

Friday Morning 9:00am – 10:30am 8/12 and 15/12 Julie Garbutt and 
Gemma Cooke 

Basketball court 

 

There is still SO much mulch to move. It’s going to take many hands to get the work done so if you can spare 
some time over the next two weeks, we would love to see you there!!  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Ivy Callander: ivy.callander@education.vic.gov.au 
 

   
  

mailto:ivy.callander@education.vic.gov.au
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From the Diversity + Inclusion Committee: 
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From the ICT Team: 
 

#7  Finding Media Balance  
 
When it's time to go to bed, sometimes we want to play one more game, send one more text, or write 
one more email, but we need to use media in the right balance with the activities that keep us healthy—
like sleeping.  Research shows that not getting enough sleep affects not only our physical health but also our 
emotions and how well we work.  This is something that affects people of any age - but there are things we can do 
about it. 
 
Using the checklist below can help us see if we're taking steps to make sure our devices don't steal our sleep! Go 
through this checklist as a family: 

 

 
 
Were you able to put a check mark by any of the statements? Talk about the results together. Do you think your 
media habits are in balance around sleep? Decide whether you want to make changes as a family since you're all 
on the same team—and you all need sleep! 
 

 
 

The ICT Team  
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From the Sustainability Team: 
 

End of Year = Excess Stationery?  
Exercise books, pencils, rulers, etc? 

 

  
 

Bell Primary will be collecting stationery for the Project Stationery drive to redistribute 
surplus supplies via not-for-profit organisations for the remainder of Term 4.  Please see 
the list above for what can and cannot be donated. 
 

When? 
From Monday 27 November to the end of Term 4. 
 

Where? 
In marked tubs in the Office Foyer. 
 

Can you help? 
Are you able to help deliver collected stationery to the Alphington Farmer’s Market 
collection point on Wednesdays or Sundays? 
 

Thank you!  Please complete this form to get in touch: 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoi8cJySMtYcELJ9GpkrMqioMQo-
KEv55y8o6FvyA_pL0fw/viewform?usp=pp_url 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoi8cJySMtYcELJ9GpkrMqioMQo-KEv55y8o6FvyA_pL0fw/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoi8cJySMtYcELJ9GpkrMqioMQo-KEv55y8o6FvyA_pL0fw/viewform?usp=pp_url
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From the FUNdraising Team: 
 

ICY POLE DAY 
 

Icy Pole Day is happening again on Friday 15 December. Students will be able to buy zooper doopers or sugar-free 
Icy Poles for $1 during second break. We are looking for ten adult volunteers to help us run the event. Please sign 
up to volunteer at https://signup.com/go/eCHvQKU or by scanning the QR code on the poster below. Thanks to our 
talented student illustrators who made posters, some of which are shown here, and others which will be displayed 
around the school in the lead up. 
 

 
 

       
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignup.com%2Fgo%2FeCHvQKU&data=05%7C01%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C059feff647a048d342b708dbf1873098%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638369335328875831%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ICRc%2B86OySYaD%2BIPbLiT2jpRenRzkk5cMRTzUt%2F8LIw%3D&reserved=0
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For the Bell Community: 
 
Please see below photos of display cabinets we are very keen to give away free to a good home. 
 
The three cabinets have been stored away for a few years so are pretty dirty and dusty (as you can see 
in the photos) but are in good condition.  The very solid cabinets each have a glass top, front, sides and 
shelves.  The base is timber and the back has two sliding timber doors.  (Shells not included) 
 
The dimensions of the cabinets are 1790mm W x 980mm H x 520mm D. 
 
The only catch is that you must provide (i) your own muscle power team and (ii) your own truck/ute/trailer to take 
them away as they are extremely heavy. 
 
The scenario is first in-best dressed so please make contact at bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au with any queries or to 
accept our offer! 
 

 
 

   

mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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