
Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P1 

Bell PS Newsletter 12 December 2025 
www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 
Principal:  Emma Heywood Assistant Principal:  Paul Nicholson 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to think 
critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, collaboration 
and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for 
child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of the land 
the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
 

From our Principal: 
 

2026 Teaching Teams 
An important operational decision each year involves determining the roles and responsibilities of our staff for the 
year ahead. We have carefully planned our staffing for 2026, taking a balanced and thoughtful approach to ensure 
that every year level is supported by collaborative teams. In making these decisions, we considered the strengths, 
experience and interests of each staff member, as well as the specific needs of each cohort. Our aim is to create 
teaching teams that work effectively together, complement one another’s skills and provide the best possible 
learning environment for all students. We are confident that these team structures will support a positive, cohesive 
and productive year of learning. 
 

Prep Team 

Gab Goss Prep A   Christine Rembelos Prep C 

Kaylee Muhar Prep B   Aimee Caputo Prep D 
 

Grade 1 Team 

Mollie Zammit 1A   Julie Waugh (M-T) 
1C 

Athena Vounisios  1B   Karen Elsbury (W-F) 
 

Grade 2 Team 

Pip McNee 2A   Jackie Snowdon 2C 

Elvira Ralston-Ellis (M-T + alt F) 
2B 

 

Maria Seneca (W-Th + alt F) 
 

Grade 3 Team 

Nicholas Hessenkamp 3A   James Lakin 3C 

Joy O’Neill (Th-F + alt W) 3B  

Lisa Yates (M-T + alt W) 
 

Grade 4 Team 

Ramzey Fayad 4A   Nicola Howard 4C 

Kerry Georgiou 4B  
 

Grade 5 Team 

Jack Fray 5A   Sarah Peters 5B 
 

Grade 6 Team 

Claire Strasser  6A   Laura Meredith (M-T + alt W) 6C 

Daniel Jeffery  6B   Stacey Valentinis (Th-F + alt W) 
 

Specialist Team 

Julia Scarmozzino (M-Th) Art   Josh Grogan PE 

Sam Baseggio (M-F : W from 12.20) Italian   Brett Allen STEAM 

Milica Stefanovic  Music   Maria Tevelis (M-W) Tutoring 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Pre-Christmas Vacation Care 
TeamKids are offering pre-Christmas Vacation Care on Monday 22 and Tuesday 23 December, provided there is 
sufficient demand to run the service. If you intend to use the program on these days, please make your bookings 
as soon as possible so the feasibility of operating can be confirmed. 
 
2026 House Captains 
Congratulations to the following students who 
were successful in the application process for 
House Captains: 
 

Blue Platypus:  Finn and Opella 
Yellow Dingo:  Zoe M and Jude 
Green Crocodile:  June and Marvie 
Pink Robin:  Johny and Sarah  
 

Similar to the School Captain selection process, 
these students were first shortlisted by their peers 
during House meetings, then participated in group 
interviews with the teacher House leaders, who 
made the final selection. We look forward to 
developing their leadership skills next year, along 
with those of additional Grade 6 students, in a 
range of leadership roles that will be finalised early 
in Term 1. 
 
Grade 6 Stalls 
On Monday, our Grade 6 students transformed their economics learning into a hands-on experience by running a 
variety of stalls for their Prep buddies. The event offered the perfect opportunity for students to apply their 
understanding of budgeting and purchasing in a real-world context, while also showcasing their growing skills in 
persuasive advertising techniques. 
 

The basketball court buzzed with excitement as stalls featured a range of activities including delicious food options, 
energetic obstacle courses and engaging games. Grade 6s thoughtfully planned their stalls from concept to creation 
- calculating costs, setting prices, and designing eye-catching promotional materials to draw in their young 
customers. 
 

It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm of the Prep students as they explored each stall. It was a fantastic learning 
experience for everyone involved and a memorable highlight of the term! 
 
Swimming Carnival 
Students had a fantastic time at the Grade 3-6 Swimming Carnival yesterday, enjoying a wide range of activities. 
Many took part in the fun novelty events, made the most of the waterslide and splash park, and generally embraced 
the chance to be active and have a great day outdoors. For those who preferred a more competitive experience, a 
program of formal races was available, giving keen swimmers the opportunity to challenge themselves and 
showcase their skills. Overall, it was a wonderful day with something for everyone.  
 
End of Term 4 
A final assembly will be held in the gym next Friday, beginning promptly at 12:30pm. It will include speeches, 
performances and farewells - everything we traditionally celebrate on the last day of the year. We warmly invite 
parents/carers and extended family members to join us in the gym as we come together to farewell our graduates 
and others who are departing Bell. 
 

Dismissal will be at 1:30pm. Following dismissal, volunteers will be selling icy poles to students and families for $1 
as our final fundraiser for the year.  
 
Emma Heywood 
Principal 
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From our Assistant Principal: 
 
Semester Reports 
Semester 2 reports are now accessible to parents/carers online via Compass.  Your child’s report documents their 
achievements against the Victorian Curriculum, and includes:   
  
• Achievement comments for key curriculum areas 
• A progression point indicating your child’s progress along a learning continuum for key learning areas 
• An evaluation of Work Habits in the areas of effort and behaviour for the classroom/yard as well as specialist subjects 
 
We encourage parents/carers to share and discuss your child’s report with them. Reports are an opportunity to celebrate 
areas of strength and individual progress throughout the semester and year. Encouraging your child to reflect on their 
achievements supports their self-efficacy and agency over their learning. Talking about what might help them in areas 
they’re doing well in, as well as those they may find challenging, can assist with supporting future progress, effort and 
engagement and further develops the crucial home-school partnership.   
  
For readability, we suggest accessing your child’s report on Compass via a computer or larger mobile device such as an 
iPad rather than a mobile phone.  On the Compass app, select your child’s photo then select the ‘Reports’ tab. Hard 
copies will be made available by request only. Please contact the office if you require a hard copy.   
  
Start of Next Year 
A reminder that the state-wide pupil free day will be on Tuesday 27 January. On this day, families are welcome to drop 
in during the last session of the day, between 2:40-3:30pm, to visit their 2026 classroom and teacher.  At this time, 
families who have ordered their child’s book pack through COS will be able to collect this and take it home to label items. 
  
We ask that all Grade 1-6 students bring their entire book pack to school on their first day, Wednesday 28 January. 
Teachers will store additional items in the classroom to ensure they are readily accessible when items run out. 
  
For 2026 Prep students, Wednesday 28 January will be the drop-in day. The Prep team has allocated specific drop-in 
times for families which have been communicated via Compass in previous days. 
  
Library Books 
We are in desperate need of some assistance with covering library books. If any parents/carers are willing to assist with 
this over the summer break, please call past the office. 
 
Paul Nicholson 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

A Few Important Reminders: 
 
Parents of Students Leaving Bell 
If your child or children are leaving Bell this year, please remember to print out any documents, reports, etc from your 
child’s Compass profile.  You will need to print them prior to 1.30pm on Friday 19 December as, after that time, the 
Admin Team must complete a DET End of Year procedure which removes exiting students from Bell PS Compass. 
 
Lost Property 
Please swing past in the next week to check if anything belongs to your family, as we would much prefer for items 
to find a home than to throw things away! Come in past the office at any time and take a look. 
 
Lunch Orders 
There will be no Classroom Cuisine lunch orders on the last day of school – Friday 19 December! 
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2026 Book Pack Ordering Details: 
 

 
  

Username:  bellprimary@cos.net.au          Password:  BTS2026-Parents 

mailto:bellprimary@cos.net.au
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2025 / 2026 Calendars: 
 

December 2026 
Thu 18: Gr6 Graduation Night 
Fri 19: Final day Assembly – 12.30pm 
Fri 19: Final day Term 4 – 1.30pm dismissal 
Fri 19: Icy Pole Fundraiser $1 – 1.30pm 

 
 

2026 
January 2026 
Sun 4: Final day to order 2026 Book Packs (to 

ensure delivery before the start of Term 1) 
Tue 27: Statewide Curriculum Day (pupil-free) 
 **Grade 1-6 families welcome to drop in to 

their new classrooms between 2.40-3.30** 

Wed 28: Grades 1-6 commence 
Wed 28: Prep Drop In Day (scheduled times only) 
Thu 29: Prep Group A commence 
Fri 30: Prep Group B commence 
Fri 30: NO ASSEMBLY TODAY 

February 2026 
Wed 4: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 11: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Fri 13: Prep + New Student photos 
Mon 16: District Swimming 
Wed 18: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 25: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
 

**Prep students attend on only one of the Wednesdays in 
February, at the time scheduled for their Prep Entry 
Assessment** 

March 2026 
Wed 4: Division Swimming 
Fri 06: Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
Mon 09: Labour Day Holiday 
Fri 13: 2027 School Tour, 9.30-11.30 
Tue 17: 2027 School Tour, 9.30-11.30 or 6.00-7.30 
Thu 19: Regional Swimming 
Fri 20: Gr 6 Summer Sport Gala Day 
11-20: NAPLAN 

Sat 28: Bell School Fete! ***** 
Tue 31: Gr 4-6 Athletics Carnival 

April 2026 
Thu 2: Last Day Term 1 - Happy Holidays! 
Mon 20: First Day Term 2 
Fri 24: Gr 4-6 Cross Country 
Tue 28-Wed 6 May:  Somers Camp 
Tue 28: Grade 6-Year 7 Parent/Carer Info Session 

May 2026 
Mon 4-Thu 7:  School Photos 
Tue 12: 2027 School Tour, 9.30-11.30 or 6.00-7.30 
Thu 14: District Cross Country 
Fri 15: Houses Tabloid Sports 
Fri 22: Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
Mon 25-Fri 19 Jun:  Gr 3-5 Swimming Program 
Mon 25-Fri29:  Reconciliation Week 
Tue 26: Reconciliation Week incursion (whole school) 
 

June 2026 
Mon 8: King’s Birthday Holiday 
Tue 9: Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
Fri 19: Gr 6 Winter Sport Gala Day 

Fri 26: Last Day Term 2 - Happy Holidays! 
 

July 2026 
Mon 13: First Day Term 3 
Mon 27-Thu 13 Aug:  Gr 1-2 Swimming Program 
Fri 31: Prep Swimming Program 
 

August 2026 
Tue 4: Gr4 Camp Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Fri 7, 14, 21, 28:  Prep Swimming Program 
Mon 17-Wed 19:  Grade 4 Camp 
24-29: Book Week 
 

September 2026 
Tue 1: Gr3 Sleepover Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Fri 4: Prep Swimming Program 
Mon 7: Division Athletics 
Tue 8: Gr6 Camp Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Fri 11: Gr6 Winter Sport Gala Day 
Thu 17: Gr3 Excursion and Sleepover 

Fri 18: Last Day Term 3 - Happy Holidays!  
 

October 2026 
Mon 05: First Day Term 4 
Mon 5-8: Grade 6 Camp 
 

November 2026 
Mon 02: Common Professional Practice Day (pupil free) 
Tue 03: Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 
Fri 5: Prep-3 Mini Aths 
Fri 13: Triathlon (tbc) 
Tue 17: Gr5 Camp Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Mon 30-Wed 2 Dec:  Grade 5 Camp 
 

December 2026 
Tue 8: Statewide Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition 

Fri 18: Last Day Term 4 - Happy Holidays! 
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Helpful Info From the Office: 
 

Office Hours: 8.00am – 4.30pm 
Lu Paglia, Business Manager: School Council, Finance, Fundraising Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 

Jo Taylor, Finance Administration: Events, Payments, SSB, CSEF Mon, Wed, Fri 

Tania Levens, Administration: Newsletter, Facilities, OHS Tue – Fri 

Jessie Storm, Student Administration: Enrolments, Medical, Compass Mon – Fri 

   

☺ Please email Newsletter items directly to Tania at bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au ☺ 
 

SSB Use for School Activities 
SSB amounts will now be automatically allocated to the next event you child is participating in; there is no need to 
contact the school. 

 

Assemblies 
Assemblies are held on Friday afternoons at 2.50pm in the gym. A Compass Notification will be sent to parents to 
advise if there is a cancellation.  Assembly times for the last day of each term will be advised. 

 

Uniforms 
1. NEW Bell PS uniforms can always be purchased from PSW. 
2. SECOND-HAND Uniforms can be purchased from our Second-Hand Uniform Shop (far side of the basketball 

court) run by two fantastic family volunteers twice per week – Wednesday mornings around drop-off time and 
Friday afternoons from 3:15-3:45. Don’t forget your gold coins – no credit or credit card facility is available. 

 

TeamKids 
To enquire about enrolling your child/ren into TeamKids for Before or After School Care, or any Curriculum Day or 
Holiday Program, please make initial contact at either www.teamkids.com.au or 1300 035 000. 

 

Late Arrivals, Early Departures + Authorised Pick-ups 
Don’t forget to come through the front office before going to the classroom for any late arrivals (after 9am) or early 
departures (before 3:30pm). Your child must be signed in/out on the Compass Kiosk and the corresponding card 
should be taken to give to your child’s teacher, indicating that you have completed the arrival/departure process.  
 

** CHILDREN ARRIVING LATE MUST BE WALKED TO THEIR CLASSROOM BY A PARENT/CARER ** 
 

If your child will be collected early for any reason by someone who is not their legal guardian, the school office 
must be informed in advance as your child cannot be signed out in these instances without authorisation from a 
parent/carer.           

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Please see the Community tab on our website for details on activities offered both after school and/or 
during school time in Room 18 + 19 – always make direct contact with the provider: 

 

Keyboard : Guitar : Violin : Ukelele : Singing : Dancing : Computer Programming 
 

           
  

mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.psw.com.au/schools/bell-primary-school-preston.html
http://www.teamkids.com.au/
https://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/page/200/External-Providers
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More Helpful Info From the Office: 
 

Lunch Utensils 
If you are sending your child/ren to school with delicious food that requires a spoon or 
fork, please include a spoon or fork in their lunchbox!  Much appreciated. 
 
Sign Ins and Sign Outs 
To ensure the important details of a late arrival or early departure are correct, please do not allow your child/ren 
use the kiosk at the front desk.  The kiosk is not to be used by students. 
 
 

Lost Library Book Procedure 
If your child has lost a school library book, please follow the steps below:  
 

1. On the Qkr! app, select Bell Primary School -> Payments -> Lost library book 

2. Make a payment of $5 per lost book  

3. Email a screenshot of your receipt and child’s name to bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

4. School staff will then remove the lost/overdue book from your child’s library account  

 
 

Working With Children Checks + Volunteer Inductions 
Parents/carers who intend to participate in any volunteering with the 
school (eg reading, excursion support, etc) must hold a current Working 
With Children Check card. Even if you don’t have your name down for any 
volunteering on the immediate horizon, we strongly suggest applying for a WWCC as soon as 
possible- a Volunteer WWCC is free! List Bell Primary on your WWCC application and we will automatically receive 
a copy in the mail for our records, or you can supply your card to the front office for us to add to our parent/carer 
register. If you are a current VIT card holder, you can provide to the office in lieu of a WWCC.  
 

NB- if you are volunteering with activities onsite that don’t involve working directly with students (eg organising 
resources, fundraising stall set-up, etc), you must still hold a valid WWCC and supply it to the office.  
 

Click here to apply for a WWCC.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All school volunteers must also have completed the OHS Volunteer Induction process, and 
returned their Induction Checklist to the office, to be able to volunteer. 

 

Daily Structure Reminder 
8.45 Yard Duty Starts 
8.50-9.00 Get ready and head to class 
9.00-11.30 Sessions 1, 2 + 3 
11.30-11.40 1st Eating Time 
11.40-12.20 1st Play Time 
12.20-2.00 Sessions 4 + 5 
2.00-2.10 2nd Eating Time 
2.10-2.40 2nd Play Time 
2.40-3.30 Session 6 
3.30 Home Time 
3.45 Yard Duty Ends 
 
  

mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.service.vic.gov.au%2Fservices%2Fworking-with-children&data=05%7C02%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca2dc5f438f6d4a97ec4e08dd52031806%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638756895413322202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y6HAc%2BPnJ5iL54o%2FA%2B4wCMw7dUFCcTJ9soS3oINN8PA%3D&reserved=0
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Book Club Update: 
 

 
Great news! We absolutely smashed our book club goal!   We managed to raise $2,448 for the school 
library - it's our best ever book club edition. 
 
Some highlights: 
 

• We had 180 families order books - the biggest participation we've ever had 
• 698 books were ordered 
• 2A was the most book-ish class with 64 books ordered.  
• The top three classes in terms of number of books ordered were 2A, 2B and 3C 
• Year 2 loved book club the most - the total number of books ordered by Year 2 was 161 
• Year 1 and Year 3 tied for second place, both year levels ordered 128 books 

 
Thanks for helping to expand our library and our children’s love of books! 
 
Louise Gray (and Walt!) 
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From the STEAM Room: 
 
With impeccable timing as we wrap up our learning about animals, life cycles and habitats, our resident 
invertebrates have begun to emerge from their chrysalises and dry their wings. Notice how the chrysalis changes 
colour from green to translucent, revealing the dark body and wings of the butterfly waiting to come out. 
 
Meanwhile, our Grade 5 and 6 students have done a fantastic job of building and painting plenty of barmurn (ringtail 
possum) boxes, ready to be put up around the school and be sold at next year’s school Fete. 
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From the Specialists: 
 

METAL OF HONOUR - TERM 4 

 
Last Friday, the Specialist Leaders (Maggie, Ave, Poppy, Phoenix and Celeste) were excited to present 
the Metal of Honour for Term 4! Whilst the Specialist Teachers had noted that every grade has shown 
dedication to their learning, the winning class not only displayed the school values of Creativity, 
Collaboration, Respect, Resilience and Curiosity on a weekly basis, but have also shown a passion for 
taking control of their learning through their Student Agency. 
  
Finishing in 3rd place for Term 4 was 4A. Slightly ahead in 2nd place was 5B. But coming home at 
the top of the pile was...3A!!!  

Well done to every class, but especially 3A! 

 
Ms S, Professoressa Sam, Josh, Julia and Jack 
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From the Art Room: 
 
Grade 5 and 6 students have decorated the possum boxes they made in STEAM. They used pencils and paint pens 
to decorate the boxes inspired by nature and botanicals.  They’ve done an amazing job! 
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From the 2026 Fete Team 

 
 

 Stall Captain Volunteers - Expressions of Interest 
 
The Fete Committee has commenced planning for our 2026 School Fete which will be held on Saturday 28 March 
2026. This much-loved community event simply wouldn’t be possible without the wonderful support of our families. 
 
We are now seeking Expressions of Interest for Stall Captains to help lead and coordinate individual stalls on the 
day. Stall Captains play a vital role in supporting stall volunteers, helping organise materials and set up, and being 
a key point of contact for your stall. No prior experience is needed—just enthusiasm and a willingness to help! 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Stall Captain, please complete the online form via the link below and a 
committee member will be in touch: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDG4AKiYmhAg3LggZ6pfAejIxc7CA1IaRS0eD9gnZqpHzb3g/viewform 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. With your help, we can make the 2026 School Fete a fun and memorable 
event for our whole school community. 
 
2026 Bell Fete Committee  

 
 

 Calling all Bell ROCKSTAR parent/carers – Expressions of Interest 
 

• Are you a Bell parent/carer?  

• Are you secretly (or not so secretly) a musician/DJ/MC/entertainer of some sort? 
 

Well, the BELL FETE on Saturday 28 March 2026 needs you! 
 

If you have a band/act and are keen to perform, please drop an email to the Entertainment 
Coordinators below to register your interest: 
 

Nick Harris harris.nicholas@gmail.com  
Ceinwen Jones ceinwenju@gmail.com  
 

Rock on!  
2026 Bell Fete Entertainment Team 
 

 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScDG4AKiYmhAg3LggZ6pfAejIxc7CA1IaRS0eD9gnZqpHzb3g%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3c513f6fd72447d04ccc08de2c0adb71%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638996622295374981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cOHPJlebxEnoVIy5FXnTHrX%2BQdG%2BOW1l%2BfdKc2m96B0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:harris.nicholas@gmail.com
mailto:ceinwenju@gmail.com
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From the SAU: 
 

 
 
 

The SAU (Student Activist Union) is holding a bake sale on the last Monday of the term, after school, 
in the shelter shed.  All money raised will go toward replacing old fluorescent tubes around the school 

with more energy efficient LED lights.  All items will be below $3 - CASH ONLY. 
 

We hope to see you there!  

 

MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 2025 
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From the TeamKids Crew:  
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Holiday Program! 
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For the Bell Community:  
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