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Bell PS Newsletter 19 December 2025 
www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 
Principal:  Emma Heywood Assistant Principal:  Paul Nicholson 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to think 
critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, collaboration 
and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people and have zero tolerance for 
child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of the land 
the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
 

From our Principal: 
 

Grade 6 Graduation 
Last night, our Sports and Performing Arts Hub was filled with pride and celebration as we hosted the Grade 6 
Graduation Ceremony. The evening marked the culmination of our students’ Primary School journey and was a 
wonderful reflection of their time at Bell.  The celebration featured heartfelt student reflections on their seven 
years at Bell, electric performances by the Rock Band, an energetic dance to There’s Nothing Holding Me Back, and 
a beautiful cohort rendition of Take Me Home, Country Roads. 
 

We also farewelled over 30 Bell families and once again thanked them for their valued contributions to our school 
community. 
 

Each student was presented with a graduation certificate to commemorate their time at Bell Primary School. A 
number of additional awards were also presented to recognise students for their outstanding efforts and 
achievements: 
 

• Literacy Award: Colette K 
• Numeracy Award: Bastian T 
• Art Award:  Ave W 
• Italian Award:  George D 
• Music Award:  Jack SDM 
• PE Award:  Hazel L 
• STEAM Award:  Felix C 
• Betty Hales Community Award: Greta M + Ava J 
• RSL Awards:  Aisha C + Ashley TH 
• Ged Kearney Award: Luke C 
• Kat Theophanous Resilience + Creativity Award: Nao B 
 

We would like to sincerely thank Stacey and Sarah for their dedication and support of our students throughout the 
year. We also extend our thanks to Milica (Ms S) and Josh for their efforts in ensuring this was a truly memorable 
event. 
 

Congratulations to this outstanding group of students. It has been a privilege to watch them grow into confident, 
capable and impressive young people. We wish them every success as they move on to the next stage of their 
learning journey. 
 
Start of Next Year 
The state-wide pupil-free day will be held on Tuesday 27 January. Families are invited to drop in during the final 
session, from 2:40–3:30pm, to visit their child’s 2026 classroom and meet their teacher/s. This visit provides a 
valuable opportunity for students to settle any first-day nerves, reconnect with their teacher/s, and become familiar 
with their new learning environment. 
 

During this time, families who have ordered their child’s book pack through COS will be able to collect it and take it 
home to label items. All students are asked to bring their complete book pack to school on the first day of term, 
Wednesday 28 January. Teachers will store additional items in classrooms, so they are readily accessible when 
required. 
 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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For 2026 Prep students, Wednesday, 28 January will operate as a drop-in day. The Prep team has allocated specific 
drop-in times for families, which have been communicated via Compass in recent days. 
 
Staffing 
We wish to inform our community of a late staffing change for the coming year. Our Business Manager, Lu, has 
accepted a position at Whittlesea Secondary College, which is closer to home. Over the past three years, Lu has 
been an integral leader within our administration team. Her dedication and expertise have made a significant 
contribution to the smooth operation of the school. 
 

We thank Lu for her commitment and wish her every success in this next chapter of her professional journey. 
 
Newsletter 
Starting in 2026, our school newsletter will transition to a new format that can be easily viewed across devices and 
integrated with our portal. This update is designed to make accessing information easier.  Key features of the new 
newsletter include: 
 

• Compatibility with desktop, tablet, and mobile devices 
• Integration with Compass and our school website 
• Option to email subscribe for direct delivery 
• Ability for readers to click on sections they wish to read 
• Google translate capabilities 

 

In addition, we will be exploring ways to streamline our calendar system across the website, Compass, and the 
Newsletter. This will allow parents and carers to view upcoming events more easily with the view to enabling a 
system that also allows them to add events directly to their personal calendars. 
 
Parent/Carer Child Safe & OHS Induction 
As part of our Minimum Standards Audit this year, our induction processes for Child Safe and OHS were introduced. 
While this induction will still need to be completed each year, next year it will be transitioned to an online module 
which will make the process far more convenient for families. Parents and carers will be able to work through the 
content at a time that suits them. The link to the online modules will be uploaded to our website early next year 
and communicated via the Newsletter. 
 

The above adjustments to school communication and processes reflect our ongoing commitment to ensuring 
families receive timely and accessible information that clearly communicates school updates, while meeting Child 
Safe and OHS requirements and acknowledging the busy lives of parents and carers. 
 
External Providers 
As part of our ongoing review of Child Safe processes, from next year our external provider music programs that 
operate during or adjacent to the school day, will no longer be permitted to offer one-to-one tuition sessions. 
 

While these providers are external organisations engaged directly by parents and carers, the sessions take place on 
school grounds and, as such, the school retains a duty of care for all students. This change ensures that our practices 
remain fully aligned with our Child Safety policies and continue to prioritise student safety and wellbeing at all 
times. We appreciate the understanding and support of our community as we implement this important 
adjustment. 
 
David’s Retirement Video  
There have been a number of requests from the community to access a copy of David’s retirement video that was 
shown at our final assembly last term. A video link and password will be sent to all parents and carers this afternoon 
via a separate Compass Newsfeed.   
 

We kindly ask that you do not distribute the link or password to anyone outside your household.  Additionally, 
please do not upload any video snippets or still images from the video to social media. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation. 
 

We encourage families to enjoy re-watching this together at home.  
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The 2025 Year 
As we come to the end of another school year, I am once again struck by how quickly the year has passed and just 
how much has been achieved along the way. Each year brings its own challenges and highlights, and 2025 has been 
no exception. 
 

A major highlight of the year was presenting our first school production in the Sports and Performing Arts Hub. This 
exciting milestone showcased the incredible potential of the space and its positive impact on the breadth and 
quality of extracurricular opportunities available to our students. 
 

Throughout the year, our school community has continued to grow in strength and connection. I would like to 
sincerely thank the many parent and carer volunteers who have supported school governance, events and activities. 
Your time, energy and commitment are greatly valued and make a meaningful difference to our community. 
 
Our students have been at the heart of everything we do. It has been a privilege to watch them grow academically, 
socially and emotionally, and to see them embrace opportunities both in and beyond the classroom. I am incredibly 
proud of their resilience, kindness and willingness to support one another. 
 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank our dedicated staff for their professionalism, care and unwavering 
commitment to our students each and every day. Their work, both in the classroom and behind the scenes, has a 
lasting impact on the education and lives of the children in our care. 
 

As we farewell another group of graduating students and look ahead to the year to come, I thank all families for 
their support and partnership during my first term as Principal. I wish everyone a safe, happy and restful holiday 
break and look forward to welcoming you back in the New Year. 
 
Emma Heywood 
Principal 
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From our Assistant Principal: 
 
Semester Reports 
Semester 2 reports were made accessible to parents/carers online via Compass last week.  Your child’s report documents 
their achievements against the Victorian Curriculum, and includes:   
  
• Achievement comments for key curriculum areas 
• A progression point indicating your child’s progress along a learning continuum for key learning areas 
• An evaluation of Work Habits in the areas of effort and behaviour for the classroom/yard as well as specialist subjects 
 
We encourage parents/carers to share and discuss your child’s report with them. Reports are an opportunity to celebrate 
areas of strength and individual progress throughout the semester and year. Encouraging your child to reflect on their 
achievements supports their self-efficacy and agency over their learning. Talking about what might help them in areas 
they’re doing well in, as well as those they may find challenging, can assist with supporting future progress, effort and 
engagement and further develops the crucial home-school partnership.   
  
For readability, we suggest accessing your child’s report on Compass via a computer or larger mobile device such as an 
iPad rather than a mobile phone.  On the Compass app, select your child’s photo then select the ‘Reports’ tab. Hard 
copies will be made available by request only. Please contact the office if you require a hard copy.   
  
Parents of Any Students Leaving Bell 
If your child or children are leaving Bell this year, please remember to print out any documents, reports, etc from your 
child’s Compass profile.  You will need to print them prior to 1.30pm on Friday 19 December as, after that time, the 
Admin Team must complete a DET End of Year procedure which removes exiting students from Bell PS Compass. 
 
Library Books 
We are in desperate need of some assistance with covering library books. If any parents/carers are willing to assist with 
this over the summer break, please call past the office. 
 
Paul Nicholson 
Assistant Principal 
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2026 Book Pack Ordering Details: 
 

 
  

Username:  bellprimary@cos.net.au          Password:  BTS2026-Parents 

mailto:bellprimary@cos.net.au
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2025 / 2026 Calendars: 
 

December 2026 
Fri 19: Final day Assembly – 12.30pm 
Fri 19: Final day Term 4 – 1.30pm dismissal 
Fri 19: Icy Pole Fundraiser $1 – 1.30pm 

 
 

2026 
January 2026 
Sun 4: Final day to order 2026 Book Packs (to 

ensure delivery before the start of Term 1) 
Tue 27: Statewide Curriculum Day (pupil-free) 
 **Grade 1-6 families welcome to drop in to 

their new classrooms between 2.40-3.30** 

Wed 28: Grades 1-6 commence 
Wed 28: Prep Drop In Day (scheduled times only) 
Thu 29: Prep Group A commence 
Fri 30: Prep Group B commence 
Fri 30: NO ASSEMBLY TODAY 

February 2026 
Wed 4: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 11: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Fri 13: Prep + New Student photos 
Mon 16: District Swimming 
Wed 18: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
Wed 25: Prep entry assessment (scheduled time only) 
 

**Prep students attend on only one of the Wednesdays in 
February, at the time scheduled for their Prep Entry 
Assessment** 

March 2026 
Wed 4: Division Swimming 
Fri 06: Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
Mon 09: Labour Day Holiday 
Fri 13: 2027 School Tour, 9.30-11.30 
Tue 17: 2027 School Tour, 9.30-11.30 or 6.00-7.30 
Thu 19: Regional Swimming 
Fri 20: Gr 6 Summer Sport Gala Day 
11-20: NAPLAN 

Sat 28: Bell School Fete! ***** 
Tue 31: Gr 4-6 Athletics Carnival 

April 2026 
Thu 2: Last Day Term 1 - Happy Holidays! 
Mon 20: First Day Term 2 
Fri 24: Gr 4-6 Cross Country 
Tue 28-Wed 6 May:  Somers Camp 
Tue 28: Grade 6-Year 7 Parent/Carer Info Session 

May 2026 
Mon 4-Thu 7:  School Photos 
Tue 12: 2027 School Tour, 9.30-11.30 or 6.00-7.30 
Thu 14: District Cross Country 
Fri 15: Houses Tabloid Sports 
Fri 22: Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
Mon 25-Fri 19 Jun:  Gr 3-5 Swimming Program 
Mon 25-Fri29:  Reconciliation Week 
Tue 26: Reconciliation Week incursion (whole school) 
 

June 2026 
Mon 8: King’s Birthday Holiday 
Tue 9: Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
Fri 19: Gr 6 Winter Sport Gala Day 

Fri 26: Last Day Term 2 - Happy Holidays! 
 

July 2026 
Mon 13: First Day Term 3 
Mon 27-Thu 13 Aug:  Gr 1-2 Swimming Program 
Fri 31: Prep Swimming Program 
 

August 2026 
Tue 4: Gr4 Camp Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Fri 7, 14, 21, 28:  Prep Swimming Program 
Mon 17-Wed 19:  Grade 4 Camp 
24-29: Book Week 
 

September 2026 
Tue 1: Gr3 Sleepover Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Fri 4: Prep Swimming Program 
Mon 7: Division Athletics 
Tue 8: Gr6 Camp Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Fri 11: Gr6 Winter Sport Gala Day 
Thu 17: Gr3 Excursion and Sleepover 

Fri 18: Last Day Term 3 - Happy Holidays!  
 

October 2026 
Mon 05: First Day Term 4 
Mon 5-8: Grade 6 Camp 
 

November 2026 
Mon 02: Common Professional Practice Day (pupil free) 
Tue 03: Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 
Fri 5: Prep-3 Mini Aths 
Fri 13: Triathlon (tbc) 
Tue 17: Gr5 Camp Parent/Carer Info Session (online) 
Mon 30-Wed 2 Dec:  Grade 5 Camp 
 

December 2026 
Tue 8: Statewide Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition 

Fri 18: Last Day Term 4 - Happy Holidays! 
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VSSS Team Update: 
 

Finally, we can all get to watch our fantastic 2025 Victorian State School Spectacular Team on TV!  Tune in to 
Channel 7 or 7plus (available for 40 days afterwards) at 7.00pm on Friday 19 December for a brilliant night of 
entertainment.  It’s always amazing viewing.  
 
Let’s hope we can spot all the familiar faces on the night! 
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From the 2026 Fete Team 

 
 

 Stall Captain Volunteers - Expressions of Interest 
 
The Fete Committee has commenced planning for our 2026 School Fete which will be held on Saturday 28 March 
2026. This much-loved community event simply wouldn’t be possible without the wonderful support of our families. 
 
We are now seeking Expressions of Interest for Stall Captains to help lead and coordinate individual stalls on the 
day. Stall Captains play a vital role in supporting stall volunteers, helping organise materials and set up, and being 
a key point of contact for your stall. No prior experience is needed—just enthusiasm and a willingness to help! 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Stall Captain, please complete the online form via the link below and a 
committee member will be in touch: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDG4AKiYmhAg3LggZ6pfAejIxc7CA1IaRS0eD9gnZqpHzb3g/viewform 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. With your help, we can make the 2026 School Fete a fun and memorable 
event for our whole school community. 
 
2026 Bell Fete Committee  

 
 

 Calling all Bell ROCKSTAR parent/carers – Expressions of Interest 
 

• Are you a Bell parent/carer?  

• Are you secretly (or not so secretly) a musician/DJ/MC/entertainer of some sort? 
 

Well, the BELL FETE on Saturday 28 March 2026 needs you! 
 

If you have a band/act and are keen to perform, please drop an email to the Entertainment 
Coordinators below to register your interest: 
 

Nick Harris harris.nicholas@gmail.com  
Ceinwen Jones ceinwenju@gmail.com  
 

Rock on!  
2026 Bell Fete Entertainment Team 
 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScDG4AKiYmhAg3LggZ6pfAejIxc7CA1IaRS0eD9gnZqpHzb3g%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7CTania.Levens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3c513f6fd72447d04ccc08de2c0adb71%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638996622295374981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cOHPJlebxEnoVIy5FXnTHrX%2BQdG%2BOW1l%2BfdKc2m96B0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:harris.nicholas@gmail.com
mailto:ceinwenju@gmail.com
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From the Diversity + Inclusion Committee:  
 
The Diversity & Inclusion Committee stand alongside our school leadership in sharing our the deep shock and grief 
felt by Australian Jews over Sunday’s events at Bondi. We would like express our love, support and solidarity for 
Jewish members of our Bell community.  
 
These events have deeply affected the entire country and the world. 
 
This moment in time can feel like a continuous heartbreak. As we watch our communities become increasingly 
divided, it is natural to feel helpless, but examples such as the bravery of many people including Ahmed al-Ahmed, 
the bystander who intervened to stop further harm, are a powerful reminder that care, courage and humanity exist 
alongside grief. 
 
Australia is a multicultural nation. We share and support our fellow Jewish Australians in their shock, fear and grief. 
We acknowledge that they and other communities feel unsafe and unsupported due to division and generalisations 
made about their communities without consideration or compassion for unique perspectives.  
 
Solidarity across faith, gender, sexuality, class, race, nationality and ability is what keeps all of us safe. 
 
We are each other. 
 
The Bell Primary School Diversity & Inclusion Committee wish to aid in fostering unity and connection.  If there is 
anything we can do to honour this moment or extend support, please reach out at any time.  
 
(Credit to Munroe Bergdorf for inspiration of these words) 
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From the TeamKids Crew:  
 

 

 

Holiday Program! 
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For the Bell Community:  
 

 



Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P14 
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