
Year Prep-  Term 4, 2021 Parent/Carer Learning Support at Home

Outlined below is information relating to the learning foci across core curriculum areas for students in Year Prep during
Term 4. Parents/Carers may wish to discuss with their child and further support their learning at home through the
suggested activities, prompts or questions.

Reading

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Different Types
of Texts

Week 4 ● When reading together try and read a wide variety of fiction and
non-fiction texts. As you read together, point out and discuss
things that are real and imaginative. To extend the conversation
further you could talk with your child about how they came to
that conclusion

● When reading imaginative texts talk about the character, setting,
problem and solution

● Encourage your child to do tasks with you where you read
different types of texts (eg. cooking, building lego following
instructions or learning about something new)

Literal
Comprehension
- Recalling key
details from
informative texts

Weeks 5-7 ● When reading together, try and read a variety of non-fiction
texts. Once you have finished reading together, discuss some
facts or new information that your child learnt from the book.

● Ask your child 2-3 questions about the text after reading to see if
they can recall key information from the book.
e.g. What kinds of animals can we see at the zoo?
e.g. What do polar bears like to eat?

Literal
Comprehension
- Inferencing

Weeks 8-11 ● Whilst reading, have conversations with your child about clues in
the text (words or pictures) that could help them to work out
how a character is feeling or what is happening (e.g. The book
might not say that the character is sad but they could have a
frown on their face in the picture)

● Support your child to look for clues in images by looking at
photos (e.g. a photo of a dog next to a ripped up cushion) and
ask them to tell you what they think happened and why they
think that

Jolly Phonics

Focus Approximate

Timing

How you can support your child’s learning



Sounds –

Single Letter

Sounds and

Digraphs

Week 4 - 11

(Differentiated based

on student need)

● Encourage your child to learn the single letter sounds and

digraphs by setting up a routine at home where you practise

them each night. Some ideas for practising single letter

sounds include:

○ Building the letter/s that makes each sound with

playdough

○ Choosing a sound a day and asking your child to

collect things from around the house that start with

or contain that sound

○ Listen to the Jolly Phonics Songs together and

practise the actions

○ Writing the letter/s that makes each sound and

drawing pictures to match

○ Revisiting some of the sound and word building

activities in the Google Classroom

○ Show your child a picture of something (e.g. a dog)

and ask them to write the word dog. Alternatively,

show them the word (eg. dog) and ask them to draw

a picture to match

Tricky Words
● Support your child to learn the tricky words by creating a

nightly routine where you practise reading and writing the

tricky words together. Some ideas for practising tricky words

include:

○ Reading them from the list

○ Creating 2 sets and playing games like memory, go

fish or snap

○ Making tricky words board games

○ Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check activities

○ Pointing out the tricky words in books

○ Putting shaving foam (or salt, flour, sand) in a tray

and writing them into the foam

○ Making them out of playdough

○ Use a chalk marker to write them on the windows,

mirrors or shower screen

Writing

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Letter

Writing

Week 4-6
● Talk about the difference between a question and a statement,

this could be a game where you say something and your child

needs to tell you if it is a question or a statement

● Look at different types of letters you may have at home (letters,

cards, emails etc) and encourage your child to write letters at

home that they can give to people they care about



Narratives Week 7-11 ● When reading stories, discuss the beginning, middle and end and
where the story took place (setting) and talk about the characters’
appearance, personality and motives.

● Discuss if there is a problem in the story that needs to be solved
and how they would solve the problem

● Encourage your child to build their writing stamina, a few times a
week set a timer for incremental amounts of time at home and ask
your child to write anything they like for that entire time. We
suggest starting at 3 minutes and working your way up by 1 minute
each time.

Maths

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Number:
Subtraction

Subtraction: Weeks
4-5

● Support your child to practise subtraction by using concrete
materials from around the house
(e.g. lego, pasta, counters, pieces of paper etc)

● Tell stories to help engage your child in the task.
(e.g. Greg made 10 pies. He ate 7 of them. How many pies were
left?)

Number:
Patterns

Weeks 6-7 ● Point out different patterns in the environment or around the
house with your child.
e.g. patterns on tiles, carpets and walls
e.g. number, shape and size patterns

● Help your child to create patterns using materials from around the
house (e.g. counters, lego, toys, etc)

Number:
Sharing

Weeks 8-11 ● Support your child to practise sharing a collection of items one by
one by using concrete materials from around the house (e.g. one
for you, one for me, one for you, one for me etc)

● Tell stories to help your child understand the concept of sharing.
(E.g. I had 10 lollies. I needed to share them with Greg so that we
each have the same amount of lollies. How many lollies will I have
and how many lollies will Greg have?)

Statistics and
Probability:
Data

Weeks 4-5 ● Support your child with collecting simple data from around the
house (e.g. How many apples, oranges and bananas do we have?)

● Practise analysing the data by asking questions to your child about
it (e.g. What do we have the most of? What do we have the least
of? Can we show this information as a graph?)

Measurement
& Geometry:
Mass and
Capacity

Weeks 6-11 ● Help your child compare different sized containers by filling them
up with water

● Ask your child to order containers from what holds the most water
to what holds the least water

Inquiry



Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Living things Week 4-6 ● Encourage conversations about the Learning Assets (you will find a

copy in the Google Classroom) and how they can relate to real life

as well as classroom activities

● Discuss the features of animals, their habitats and what they eat.

When discussing these animal characteristics you could encourage

your child’s thinking by saying things such as ‘Give me 3 reasons

why a polar bear can’t a polar bear live in a desert’ or ‘Why do you

think rabbits live in burrows?’

Geography Week 7-11 ● Visiting places that are significant to your child (eg.. the park or
grandparents house) and having conversations while you are there
about why those places are important

● Going for a walk or a ride with your child in your local area, pointing
out local landmarks and discussing why certain places are
important to particular groups of people (eg. Merri Creek)

Key Dates for Term 4


