
Three Vs: Ventilation, Vaccination and Vital COVIDSafe Steps



COVIDsafe practices and requirements in place at Bell PS to help minimise COVID-19 transmission risks

Prep-2, Gr 3-6 Separation and Grade Bubbles

• While return is staggered, all P-2 students will play at the north end of the school 3-6 students will play at the middle 

and south ends.  

• Upon all students returning, we will reintroduce staggered drop offs and pick-ups as well as a staggered timetable and 

breaks throughout the day.

• All grades will work separately as much as possible until further notice for DET. This will assist with COVID response 

procedures if we are unfortunate and have an infectious case on-site.

Drop-offs & Pick ups 

• All visitors (including parents/carers) must only enter the school grounds for essential reasons. 

• In most instances we strongly encourage parents/carers to make contact with the teacher via email and to drop 

off/collect their child/ren at a designated gate. 

• More in-depth parent/carer - teacher discussions can be arranged for a mutually agreeable time via phone calls or 

video conferences for complex situations. 

• Parents/carers should only enter buildings/classrooms if absolutely essential and must check in using the QR code at 

that location. 

• If entering a classroom or building is required, parents/carers must wear a face mask and maintain a physical distance 

of 1.5m.

Families should not congregate in the yard e.g. on play equipment at the beginning or end of the school day.



COVIDsafe practices and requirements in place at Bell PS to help minimise transmission risks (continued))

Ventilation, Air Purifiers and Outdoor Learning 

• Classrooms will have windows and doors open to create natural airflow and cross ventilation.

• Please ensure your child has appropriate clothing for the forecast weather as doors and windows will need to remain 

open eg keep a jumper in the bag at all times

• As outlined in previous communication, all government schools will receive an allocation of air purification devices. 
The allocation will be based on broader risk levels of each school and the number of higher risk rooms within the 
school.

• We have contacted DET requesting clarity around timing of delivery for Bell PS and have advised that the distribution 

of air purifiers to individual schools will be based on supplier delivery schedules and public health advice. This means 

we do not have certainty of the timing to receive our allocation.

• Learning outside will happen at times throughout the day when a task lends itself to an outdoor space, however it is 

impractical to be outside all the time and be able to  deliver effective explicit teaching.

• A shade sail grant application has been submitted to the VSBA and if approved in the coming weeks, will mean 

additional shaded learning areas will established.

. 



COVIDsafe practices and requirements in place at Bell PS to help minimise transmission risks (continued))

Masks

• When worn properly, masks can play an important role in reducing the transmission risks of Covid-19 that could 

happen from common activities in school.

• Face masks will be required for all school students in Grade 3-6 when indoors including at Outside School Hours Care 

(OSHC) programs, unless a lawful exception applies. 

• Students with a medical condition or disability that make wearing a face covering unsuitable are not required to wear 

a mask. Exceptions include students with a physical or mental disability where their disability means it would not be 

suitable. Parent/carers of a student/s who meet the criteria for an exception must provide their approval in writing 

for their child/ren to not wear a mask to the school.

• For students with a disability, parents and carers should speak to the child’s doctor or regular health professional 

about the best methods to encourage mask wearing. 

• Face masks can be removed while outdoors at school for primary students.

• Face masks will be strongly recommended for Prep to Year 2 students.

During Eating times

• P-2 students will be eat outside when feasible

• Year 3-6 students will be able to remove masks when eating outside. Where required, additional time will be 

provided to enable students to move to and from classrooms and maintain an adequate amount of time to eat.

• Staff will ensure a designated ‘Nut Free’ area when eating outside.



COVIDsafe practices and requirements in place at Bell PS to help minimise transmission risks (continued))

Vaccinations 

• Government regulations require COVID-19 vaccinations for people who work and volunteer in schools, to help slow 

the spread of COVID-19 and prevent future outbreaks in our schools.

• From last Monday 18 October 2021, no unvaccinated staff member has been on-site other than any employees who 

were booked in for their first dose this week. Please be aware that the vaccination status of individual staff members 

will not be disclosed to the community.

• All volunteers and visitors working on school sites must also provide vaccination information when attending onsite. 

The school will be responsible for tracking the vaccination status of local contractors, outside agencies, local relief 

teachers and all volunteers (including parents/carers)  that enter buildings. 

COVID Safe practices

• Regular handwashing, reducing the use of and/or sanitising shared equipment

• Continued education of our students regarding mask wearing and coughing/sneezing etiquette. 

Despite the extensive COVIDsafe steps outlined above, we understand that there may still concerns within the 

community as students return to onsite learning. As much as possible, we want to reassure parents/carers that we are 

adhering to the DET and CHO instructions as best we can to ensure students and staff as safe as possible. 


