
Year 1  Term 4, 2021 Parent/Carer Learning Support at Home

Outlined below is information relating to the learning foci across core curriculum areas for students in Year 1
during Term 4. You may wish to discuss with your child and further support their learning at home through the
suggested activities, prompts or questions.

READING

Focus Approximate
Timing

How you can support your child’s learning

Spelling and letter
patterns

All term ● Make and use flashcards with your child to practise
learned digraphs- these can be found in sound books

● Point out patterns in words (beginning and end sounds)
● Practise dictation of spelling word lists sent home weekly

in Sound Books as a continuation from last term (Oxford
Words)

Making Connections Week 4 ● Show your child how to make connections when you
read aloud. If a book mentions places you have been to
or know of,  or reminds you of another story you’ve read,
talk about it and then have them give it a try.

● Read picture story books.  Ask your child to discuss
what is happening and see if they are making any
connections with the characters in the story.

Inferential
Comprehension

Weeks 3 - 7 ● Whilst reading, have discussions with your child about
clues within the text (specific words, phrases and
pictures) to make inferences (educated guess) about
what is happening or how the characters are feeling.

● Discuss how sometimes when we read, we need to
read between the lines so as not to lose the meaning of
the text.

● One way to increase your child’s inferencing skills is by
asking them questions starting with who, what, where,
when and why.

Grammar
Exploring nouns,
adjectives and verbs

Weeks 8 - 11 ● Give your child some sticky notes and get them to place
them on common things around the house that are a
noun for eg. a table, chair or cup. Remind them that
place names and people start with an upper- case
letter.

● Ask your child to give you a word that best describes
the noun, e.g. the shiny, red (adjective/ describing
words) apple (noun/ thing)

● Play a game of ‘Simon Says’ using action words.



WRITING

Focus Approximate
Timing

How you can support your child’s learning

Conventions of
writing

- Strategies of
spelling (inc.
does it look
right?)

- Handwriting
presentation

- Letter
formation

All term ● Using strategies such as look-say-cover-write-check to
learn an increasing number of high-frequency sight
words (using Oxford word lists).

● Encourage your child to read back their writing. Ask
them if it makes sense. Does it sound right? Does it look
right?

● Begin to use dotted third lined paper/ books at home
and discuss letter placement within the lines (head,
body and tail letters).

Narrative Weeks 4-5 ● When reading stories, discuss the beginning, middle
and end and where the story took place (setting) with
your child

● When reading stories, support your child to verbally
discuss the characters (i.e. how do they look and what do
they do?) the problem in the story, and how the problem
is resolved in the end

● When reading, talk about e�ective words that describe a
place, person or event.

Procedural Weeks 6-7 ● Support your child to work out the steps of doing
something, e.g. tying a shoelace. What do you do first?
Then second?

● As you are cooking / making things, discuss with your
child the steps you are taking first, second, third etc.

● If you have instructions for how to make something, look
at it with your child and discuss how it has been broken
down into steps. Lego instructions are good for this.

Letter Writing Weeks 8-11 ● Discuss with your child and look at various forms of
communication such as notes, invitations, emails,
cards and friendly letters. What information do various
forms of communication contain?

● Look at forms of communication that you receive and
discuss how they are set out (e.g salutation, greeting at
the top, body, maybe a P.S).

● Support your child to write letters/emails/cards/ thank
yous to relatives and friends.

Handwriting All term ● Support your child to use starting points for letters
when forming them, for example, where to start and
which direction to goEnou (clockwise/ anti clockwise).

● Use dotted third lined paper/ books  and discuss letter
placement within the lines (head, body and tail letters)



MATHS

Focus Approximate
Timing

How you can support your child’s learning

Place Value
(Partitioning
numbers)

Weeks 4-5 ● Encourage your child to look at various 2 and 3 digit
numbers and discuss the value of each digit within the
number, for example 83 has 8 tens and 3 ones/ units .

● Support your child to build/ model numbers using
groups/ bundles of 10 sticks or building blocks, for
example 16 is one bundle of ten sticks and 6 individual
sticks.

● Play the ‘number guessing game’ with your child where
they have to ask if the number has ‘4 tens and 3 ones’ etc

Subtraction Weeks 6-8 ● Support your child to use materials to model subtraction
problems involving one and two digit numbers

● Support your child to solve subtraction problems by
counting back using a number line

● Discuss various ‘mental computation’ strategies that
your child uses to solve subtraction problems  e.g. the
split strategy, halving, counting back.

Addition - Revision Weeks 9-11 ● Support your child to  use materials to model addition
problems involving one and two digit numbers.

● Continue reinforcing money when adding collections of
money. For example, skip counting to add totals of coins
and notes.

● Encourage your child to explain their thinking/ strategies
they use to solve addition problems.

Measurement -
Mass

Week 4 ● Support your child to compare the weight of di�erent
objects by ‘hefting’ (holding one object in each hand) to
feel the weight of and decide which is lighter and which
is heavier.

● Encourage the use of the language of light, lighter,
lightest, heavy, heavier and heaviest to describe mass.

Measurement
Revision on
Length/Capacity
and Mass

Weeks 5-7 ● Encourage the use of the language of short, shorter,
shortest, long, tall etc to describe length.

● Support your child to compare lengths of di�erent
objects.

● Look around the house at various containers to compare
the capacity of each.

Measurement
3D Shapes

Weeks 8-11 ● Encourage your child to look around and identify 3D
solids (basic cube, cone, sphere and cylinders) in the
environment (e.g. ice cubes, party hats, tennis balls and
cans).

● Discuss the key features of 3D shapes (faces, corners
and sides).

● Have your child discuss/count how many faces, corners
and sides there are in various 3D shapes.



INQUIRY

Focus Approximate
Timing

How you can support your child’s learning

Design &
Technology

(Inquiry)
Can we design and
create a product
that meets a need.

All term For Inquiry in Term 4, students will explore how plants and
animals are grown for food, clothing and shelter.

You can support your child  by discussing:
● which plants and animals provide food
● which plants and animals provide materials for clothing

and shelter
● what basic needs do plants and animals have
● products that can be designed and produced from plants

and animals such as food products, paper and wood
products, fabrics and yarns, and fertilisers

Key Dates for Term 4

November

Monday 1st - Curriculum Day (pupil free day)
Tuesday 2nd - Melbourne Cup Day)

December

Week 11:  Grade 1 End of Year Celebration (TBA)
Friday 17th - Last of Term 4

Helpful Websites:

● LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf (education.vic.gov.au)

● https://www.learningpotential.gov.au

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/

