
Year 4 - Term 4, 2021 Parent/Carer Learning Support at Home

Outlined below is information relating to the learning foci across core curriculum areas for students in Year 4 during Term
4. Parents/Carers may wish to discuss with their child and further support their learning at home through the suggested
activities, prompts or questions.

Reading

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Poetry Week 4 As a support for your child it is important to introduce them to a variety of
text types.  Poetry exists in a variety of forms in our everyday lives. Here are
some ways you can help them develop a passion for poetry.

● Listen to popular songs together and discuss the lyrics. Make
interpretations about what they mean and how they make us feel.

● Explore poems that tell stories in picture books. The use of poetic
devices in picture books paints imagery in the audiences heads as
well as the illustrations. Authors often introduce rich concepts, like
in Jackie French's picture books about natural disasters Fire and
Drought

● Read poems out loud. Emphasise words and read them
enthusiastically. Take turns reading the poem with your child, you
can model how it could be read for them, then ask them to read it
out loud to you.

Making
Connections

Weeks 5-7 Some ways to encourage your child to make connections when reading
include

● Read a text together. Even though many children in middle primary
can read independently, it can help support their continued growth
by occasionally reading together.  If you can borrow more than one
copy of the same text from a library, you could run a mini book club
with your child, creating an authentic and powerful learning and
relationship building experience.

● Encourage them to read about their favourite author online. The
life experiences of the author often help shape the stories they
create. Children's authors occasionally respond to letters from
readers because they genuinely love encouraging children who
want to read.

● Encourage your child to read non-fiction texts more often. News
websites that are appropriate for children can help nurture your
child's understanding of their place in the world.

Synthesising Week 8-11 Synthesising is bringing it all together when reading. This is where we draw
on all our reading skills to deeply and thoroughly engage in a text. To
support your child to synthesis you could

● Read two different texts about the same content. Discuss your
ideas about the varied approaches to the subject matter.

● Take notes using post-its, while watching a family movie or TV show.
Compare the notes and see if you can link some together for
similarities.

● Encourage them to keep a reading journal as part of their nightly
reading schedule. They can use these to summarise, make
predictions, record wonderings and take pride in their journey
through the narrative.



Writing

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Poetry Weeks 4-5 Here are some ways you can explore poetry and support your child's
learning at home:

● You could encourage your child to write using various writing styles,
in particular poetry and music lyrics.

● Together, create an acrostic poem with your child's name, this
encourages word association and playful nonsense.

● Ask your child to write down any metaphors or similes they know.
Together can you create some new ones of your own?

Creative
Writing

Weeks 6-11 Here are some suggestions on how you can support your child in building
on their creative writing skills at home:

● Take photos and collect souvenirs from places that you go, use
these as writing seeds for your child. Get them to only use this seed
to begin with, encouraging them to use their imagination and let
the story run wild.

● If your child has recently watched a movie or read a text, ask them
to write creatively in response to it. Perhaps they might write an
alternate ending or a ‘choose your own adventure’ based off of the
storyline that already is.

● Encourage your child to write a creative piece that is different from
the genre they would normally lean towards. You could write down
a few and pull one out of a hat to welcome various possibilities.

Maths

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

Money Week 4 Encouraging your child to think about money, saving, and spending is very
important.
Here are some tips and activities:

● Encourage your child to work out how much change you will get
after buying something.

● Speak about how you would spend $40 from a catalogue? How
many products can you buy for $40?

● Discuss saving money for presents, a charity donation or something
your child may want to buy. Work out how long it will take to save
this much if they get a small amount of money each week.

Time Weeks 4-5 ● With your child, notice and discuss different time telling artifacts in
the home and when you are out and about - calendars, digital
clocks, analogue clocks, sundials, 24hr clocks etc… Think about
how each one helps us tell the time and how they work.

● Challenge your child to convert time between analogue and digital
12- and 24-hour clocks.

● Encourage your child to practise calculating elapsed time by asking
them to consider the time at which certain events will finish. eg.
When baking a cake, the cake needs to cook for 45mins. Ask your
child, “what time will we need to take the cake out of the oven?”
Support your child to work this out if they are unsure.



Fractions and
Decimals

Weeks 5-6 ● Involve your child in activities like cooking where fractions can be
practised through measuring ingredients. (You could up the
challenge by halving or doubling a recipe!)

● Would You Rather - Have fun with the concept of equivalent
fractions. When your child asks if they can have some of your
cake/drink/pizza/chips/apple say “Sure! would you like1/2 or 2/4?”
or “of course! Shall I give you .75 or 3/4 of it?”

● Fraction and Decimals Scavenger Hunt - Be on the lookout for
examples of fractions or decimal numbers in your world—in the
kitchen, a toolbox or a sewing kit, on food, in magazines and
newspapers, or on different websites. Take these opportunities to
talk with your child about what the fraction or decimal means.

Probability Weeks 6-8 ● Play board games and card games together and discuss whether
these are games of skill or just luck. Also consider moves you can
make that increase or decrease the likelihood of winning.

● Use the language of probability when discussing the chance of
something happening - unlikely, impossible, certain, highly likely,
likely, equal chance (50/50) etc…
The weather is a great topic for discussing chance. Before heading
to the park or off to a picnic, ask your child what they think the
chance of rain will be.

Inquiry

Focus Approximate Timing How you can support your child’s learning:

History All Term ● Discuss the school’s Learning Assets with your child (see attached)

and how these learning assets could be applied at home.

● Involve your child in discussions about Australian History,

particularly before and after different explorers/navigators came

and the interactions they had with Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander peoples.

● Talk about where street names have come from, are any named

after explorers or other prominent figures in Australian History?

● Ask them about what they have learned about explorers that are

important from Australia’s History. Give them the opportunity to

be the expert, praising when they share interesting and exciting

things that you were not taught at school.

Key Dates for Term 4

● Last day of Term 4 - Friday, 17th December.


