
 

Year 4 - Term 2, 2021 Parent/Carer Learning Support at Home 

Outlined below is information relating to the learning foci across core curriculum areas for students in Year 
4 during Term 2. Parents/Carers may wish to discuss with their child and further support their learning at 
home through the suggested activities, prompts or questions. 

Reading 

Focus Approximate 
Timing How you can support your child’s learning 

Summarising Weeks 1 -5 

• Challenge your child to give a $2 summary of an experience they have 
had… 
-watching a show or movie 
-a playdate 
-school/specialist lesson 
-party 
For a $2 summary, every word in worth 10c. They can ‘spend’ less than $2 
on their summary but MUST NOT go over their $2 budget. 
 

• Have a go at summarising something funny that happened at home as a 
news headline  

• WHO, did WHAT? 
WHAT happened, WHEN/WHY/HOW? 
E.g.: -Silly puppy gets head stuck between fence posts 

-Sleep deprived mother muddles up her kids’ names 
-Packets of pasta fall from the cupboard when opened by unsuspecting 
teen 
 

• When reading together, ask your child to provide a summary at the end of 
a chapter or picture book using these prompts: 
Someone… 
Wanted… 
But… 
So… 
Then… 

Inferring Weeks 5-10 

• We infer information every day, using clues and reasoning to figure things 
out be it watching a movie, looking at images or reading people’s 
emotional states.   

• When reading together, pause half way through and use either the clues 
you have noted, or your own reasoning to make an inference as to what 
might happen next, how a character is feeling, or what motivated someone 
to do something. Afterwards discuss if your inferences were right, 
why/why not?  

 
• Ask your child every day inferencing questions:  

E.g., “Without checking a clock, what time of the day is it?” 
Your child should be able to make inferences by considering things like, is 
the sun out? What else has happened so far today? By noticing these 
prompts around us, we are able to make inferences. 
Other everyday inferencing questions might be: 
-How might your sibling be feeling? 
-When faced with a choice, ‘which option is likely to have the best 
outcome for everyone?' 
-What ingredients are in this meal/food? 



 

Writing 

Focus Approximate 
Timing How you can support your child’s learning 

Narratives Weeks 1-5 

• Tune into rich vocabulary and descriptive language in texts when reading 
with your child. 

 
• Make a game of describing a place, person or object and ask each other 

to guess what/where/who is being described based on the description. As 
an added challenge, encourage descriptions that draw on all five senses 
(smells like, feels like, tastes like, looks like, sounds like). 

 
• Play story salad: choose 3 words and make up a story (which has a 

beginning, middle and end) in just 3 minutes which uses all 3 words.  
 
• When reading together, if you identify a problem in a text, brainstorm a 

range of possible (or impossible) solutions before reading on. 
 
• Identify the parts of a narrative that your child is reading at home. The 

setting, the characters, the problem and solution. This could be a 
discussion or you might map it as shown in this example. 

 

Letter Writing / 
emails Week 5-10 

• Encourage your child to write a letter or email to a family member or 
friend who lives far away or who you wish you could see more often. 

• Trapped on an island: Imagine you are trapped on an island in the 
middle of nowhere. Write a letter as a message in a bottle to someone. 
This can be an SOS message, a message telling others how good your 
life is now or how bad it is. What message would you want people to 
find? 

 
Writer’s 
Workshop 
 

All of Term 2 

Encourage your child to bring writing prompts (seeds) into school to 
generate ideas for their writing. Eg: 
-tickets 
-photos 
-wrist bands 
-found items 
-cards 
-letters 

 

Maths 

Focus Approximate 
Timing How you can support your child’s learning 

Addition 
/Subtraction Weeks 1-4 

• Give your child a handful of loose change and ask them to work out how 
much is there (it’s up to you whether they get to have it once they’ve 
worked it out – could be a good motivator though!) 

 
• Ask your child to compare two quantities by asking how many more/less 

there is in a group. Eg. How much more expensive is this toy compared 
with that toy. 

 
Online Games to practice addition/subtraction 

• Ten Frame Mania 
• How Much – How Many (addition and subtraction) 



• NumTanga (recognizing numbers) 
• Math Limbo (addition) 
• Minus Mania (subtraction) 
• Kakooma (addition and multiplication) 
• Expresso (addition and subtraction – advanced) 
• Break Apart (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) 

 
 
 
Multiplication 
 
 
 

Weeks 5-10 

We use arrays when introducing multiplication to students. An array is a 
collection of images or symbols arranged into rows and columns. An array 
showing 3 rows and 4 columns can be used to represent the multiplication 
problem 3x4 or 4x3. 

* * * 
* * * 
* * * 

Arrays occur all over the place in everyday life – tiles, windows on buildings, 
a set of cupboards or drawers etc. 
• Together with your child, be on the look-out for arrays. When you spot 

one, work out the total of the array using multiplicative thinking. Discuss 
strategies your child used/could use to work out the total. Some common 
strategies are: 
-Repeated addition (eg. 4+4+4 = 12) 
-Doubling (3+3=6, 6+6=12) 
-Instant recall (known fact) 
-Skip counting (4, 8, 12 or 3, 6, 9, 12) 
 

• Quick recall for multiplication facts will support students to problem 
solve in a range of settings. Beginning with ‘times tables’ that students 
feel confident with, practice these in whatever way feels most fun and 
comfortable to allow your child to experience success. Once they have 
mastered these, begin to move onto those that are more challenging or 
unfamiliar.  

- This link has some nice hands-on ideas for developing fluency with 
multiplication facts. 

Inquiry 

Focus Approximate 
Timing How you can support your child’s learning 

How does the 
landscape change 
across Australia 
and how does this 
effect our 
experience of 
different 
Australian places? 

All of Term 2 

• Find out the traditional First Nations place names for where members 
of your family live or places you have visited as a family. 

• Notice and discuss with your child the changes in the landscape when 
you are traveling long distances – changes in terrain, flora, temperature 
etc. 

• Look at different maps of Australia with students and investigate some 
of the suggestions: 

Google Earth – zoom in on different land forms and explore them. Think 
about how they were formed. How is different terrain represented on the 
map.  
Population maps – What do you notice about the distribution of people in 
Australia? Think about why this is the case. 

Key Dates for Term 2 

• Berry Street Parent Information Session: Monday 3rd May (evening) 
• Mother’s and Special Person’s Day stall: Friday 7th May 
• School Photos: Tuesday 1st June 
• Queen’s Birthday public holiday: Monday 14th June 
• Grade 4 camp: Monday 21st – Friday 25th June 


