
Outlined below is information relating to the learning foci across core curriculum areas for students in Year 5 during
Term 4. Parents/Carers may wish to discuss with their child and further support their learning at home through the
suggested activities, prompts or questions.

Reading

Focus
Approximate

Timing
How you can support your child’s learning

Critiquing All of Term 4

When reading a text with your child, whether it be imaginative, persuasive or

informative, ask prompting questions such as:

● Is there bias?

● Is this argument based on facts?

● Are characters believable?

● Does the plot unfold logically?

● Is the writing high quality?

While your child is reading, ask questions to check for understanding and to think
deeper. Ask questions such as:

● From whose perspective is this story being told?
● Whose perspective is absent from this story? What would that person say,

do or think about this?
● Is what’s happening in the text fair?

Read with your child and think about an issue that is recurring through each
chapter. Some examples: race, class, gender, bullying. Jot down the issue on a piece
of paper or in a notebook.

Writing

Focus
Approximate

Timing
How you can support your child’s learning

Writers
Notebook /

Author Study
All of Term 4

As our focus is on the 6+1 Traits of Writing, here are some things you can keep an
eye out for and use to prompt discussions:

● Ideas - When you’re watching/reading something together, see if you can
refine the main idea or plot of the story into a single sentence. (Aladdin
-Poor boy pretends to be rich and learns how to be himself).

● Word Choice - During discussions/conversations, encourage your child to
think about the word choice they’re using. If you’re asking about their day
and they say ‘Good’ encourage them to describe their day using different
vocabulary.

● Voice - Voice is all about perspective and individuality. If your child has a
favourite author, TV show or game, have a discussion about what makes
that particular thing unique and see if you can spot similar patterns in other
works (For example, a lot of Roald Dahl’s books use similar language!).



Maths

Focus
Approximate

Timing
How you can support your child’s learning

Location &
Transformation

Week-4

● Support your child to draw a birds eye view map of a bedroom or house
layout. Use the map to locate objects and describe routes from one
object to another.

● When you’re playing with toys (or any material), support your child in
flipping, sliding and rotating these objects and seeing how they change.

● Investigate and describe the line and rotational symmetry of a range of
two-dimensional shapes with your child, by manually cutting, folding and
turning shapes.

Decimals,
Fractions &
Percentages

Week 4-11

● On your way to and from school, practice counting by quarters, halves
and thirds, including mixed numerals (¼, ½ , ¾, 1, 1¼ …).

● Investigate decimals in real world situations (money, measurements etc).
● When you’re out shopping, let your child organise your items from least

to most expensive.
● Encourage your child to add fractions with like and unlike denominators.

Roll dice to create fractions, for example ⅛ and ¾, and add together.

Probability Week 5-11

● Play chance games with your child and comment on the likelihood of
winning by considering the number of possible outcomes and the
consequent chance of winning (Rock - Paper - Scissors, Heads or tails
etc).

● Have discussions with your child about the likelihood of outcomes during
activities or day to day life (For example, if you’re playing Monopoly and
need a 7, talk about the chances of that number coming up).

Inquiry

Focus Approximate

Timing

How you can support your child’s learning

Inventions that

have benefited

humankind

All of Term 4

● Consider how electricity and electrical appliances have changed the way
some people live. Pick an electrical appliance that your family uses daily.
What could your family do if you no longer had that appliance?

● When you’re out and about, support your child in identifying shelters for
living things that are exposed to changed or harsh environments, for
example, as a result of bushfire or displacement. These could be things
like birdhouses, kennels or shelters put up in parks.

● Have a discussion with your child about the different ways you can help
support the environment starting from within your home.

Key Dates for Term 4:

Melbourne Cup - November 2 Grade 5 Camp - December 7 and 8 Last day of school - December 17


